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An introduction to the UK Data Service teaching resources.  

• Exploring diverse interview types 

• Exploring non-interview methods 

• Using psychosocial approaches 

• Pioneers 

• Folk Devils and Moral Panics 

• The Last Refuge 

 

How have tutor’s used our resources in their teaching? 

• Jo Haynes - Getting students to do data analysis in a 12-
week unit 

• TALIF- Teaching sociology with archived data 

 

Presentation plan 



Archived qualitative data 

The UK Data Service collections contain examples from a range of qualitative methods 
including:  

• interview transcripts 

• visual data 

• focus groups 

• essays  

• diaries 

• online data 

• observation notes 

• documents 

• audio data 

• newspaper clippings  

etc.  

 

 

Interview transcripts are the most commonly deposited qualitative data with the UK Data 
Archive.  

 

Most contemporary data is deposited in a digital form, but we also hold (and sometimes 
digitise) legacy data which is a paper (handwritten or typewritten) format. 

 



Discover our teaching resources and guides 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/ 

 

Find teaching resources 

• Type 

• Support/ how to guide (refine) 

• Type of guide 

• Learning and teaching 

 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/teaching/practical-

resources.aspx#/tab-teaching-resources 
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Exploring diverse interview types 



Exploring diverse interview types 
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Exploring diverse interview types 



Exploring diverse interview types 



Exploring non-interview methods 



Using psychosocial approaches 



Using psychosocial approaches 



Using psychosocial approaches 



Pioneers of qualitative research 



Pioneers of qualitative research 



Folk Devils and Moral Panics 



Folk Devils and Moral Panics 



‘The Last Refuge’ (1962) 

• Peter Townsend conducted a major 
investigation of long-stay institutional care for 
old people in Britain in the late 1950s. 

 

• In-depth interviews with 67 local authority chief 
welfare officers and with serving staff and 
residents of 173 institutions.  

 

• Photographs and field notes about the 
condition of the buildings and the facilities 
were created.  

 

• Diaries were also kept by a number of 
residents and staff. 

 



‘The Last Refuge’ photographs 



‘‘The Last Refuge' Revisited’ 

• A review of Townsend's research material and subsequent 
findings and recommendations 

 

• A tracing study was conducted to find out and document 
what happened to the institutions visited by Townsend 

 

• It was found that of the 173, 25 still existed as registered 
care homes and these were investigated further 

 

• This follow-up study broadly replicated Townsend's 
method allowing direct comparison of the situation in 2005 
with the detailed original information on the individual 
homes.  

 

Publications: Julia Johnson, Sheena Rolph and Randall 
Smith, Residential Care Transformed: Revisiting 'The Last 
Refuge’ (Palgrave, 2010). 

 



‘‘The Last Refuge’ Revisited’ 

                                       

 Townsend s original photograph (1959)         Photo taken by Julia Johnson (2005)

 

 



‘The Last Refuge’ teaching resource 

 

 



Discover our case studies 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/ 

 

Find case studies  

• Type 

• Case studies  

(refine) 

• Course type  

• Qualitative research methods 

• Quantitative research methods  

(refine) 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Teachers actively using our data 

• Jo Haynes (Selection of data) 

 

• Nigel Fielding (Exploring diverse interview types) 

 

• Jackie Turton (TALIF and Qualitative crime data) 

 

• Simon Carmel (TALIF and Qualitative health data) 

 

• Katy Wheeler and Bethany Morgan Brett 
(Essex Summer School- Range of data and resources) 

 

 And many others… 



 

Case study 1: Jo Haynes: Getting students 

to do data analysis in a 12-week unit 

 
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use/case-study/?id=22 
 

"How do I get the students to do data analysis within a 12 week unit?“ 

 

Created subsets of qualitative data collections 

Asked students to  

• Carry out own ‘small scale’ qualitative analysis of the data using 
Nvivo 

• Critically evaluate the design, execution and conclusion of the 
original research.  

• Write a 4,000 word report based on that analysis 

 

“It's also a really good way to engage with research that has already 
been done and to reach a critical dialogue with British research.” 
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Case study 2: The TALIF Project: Teaching 

sociology with archived data 

• Collaborative project funded by the University of Essex’s 

internal Teaching and Learning Innovation Fund (TALIF).  

 

• Created teaching materials for undergraduate 

assignments using archived qualitative materials.  

 

• 2010-2011 for sociology students on the Sociology of 

Crime and Control module and students in Health and 

Human Sciences. 

 



Case study 2: The TALIF Project: Teaching 

sociology with archived data 

Aims of the assignment 

• To gain an awareness of and the ability to access and 

use, the resources on [theme] held by the UK Data 

Service. 

• To develop a critical approach to assessing secondary 

resources. 

• To develop research design skills. 

• To understand how other real-life researchers have 

approached the study of [theme]. 

 



Case study 2: The TALIF Project: Teaching 

sociology with archived data 



Case study 2: The TALIF Project: 

Teaching sociology with archived data 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/support/sociologyTeaching.asp
http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata/support/sociologyTeaching.asp


Questions 

UK Data Service 

University of Essex 

Wivenhoe Park 

Colchester 

Essex CO4 3SQ 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Bethany Morgan Brett 

bmorga@essex.ac.uk 

 

 

To subscribe to UK Data Service emails:  

https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKDATASERVICE 

(or go to www.jiscmail.ac.uk and look for UK Data Service) 

  

To follow UK Data Service on Twitter: 

@UKDataService 
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