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Aims of this Session 

• Discuss 3 real life re-use cases 

• The Affluent Worker: secondary analysis 

• The Edwardians: secondary analysis 

• The Last Refuge: re-study and teaching resource 

• Introduce and tour Qualibank 



Re-Use Cases 

• Various ways to re-use: 

• Secondary analysis 

• Using original data 

• Combination of several datasets 

• Re-study 

• Educational Resource 

• ??? 



• Conducted by sociologists John Goldthorpe and David 

Lockwood in 1961-1962 

• Studied the attitudes and behaviour of high wage earners 

in three continuous flow companies (Vauxhall, Skefco, and 

Laporte) in Luton 

• 847 questionnaires (approx 37 pages, 64 questions total), 

nearly all with a “class question” 

• Pilot study in Cambridge included 

• Additional metadata: field notes and diagrams, 

interviewer's comments, and family tree diagrams 

 

Affluent Worker in the Class Structure: 

 the dataset 



Affluent Worker: the survey 



Affluent Worker: the digitisation process 



Re-Use: Mike Savage 

• Published Identities and Social  
Change in Britain since 1940: The 
Politics of Method 

• A methodological critique,  
sociological history of social class 
and an exploration of worker 
attitudes and perceptions in the  
midst of social change 

 

“My book Identities and Social Change: the politics of 
method champions a new interest in the historical analysis 
of social science archived data and has attracted 
considerable interest from historians as well as 
sociologists.” 





The Edwardians: the dataset 

• Conducted by oral historian, Paul Thompson 

• 537 life-story interviews, lasting 1-6 hours each, were 

recorded on reel-to-reel (sound available at BL) in the 

late 1960s and early 1970s 

• 453 interviews were transcribed and are available 

through UK Data Service  

• Formed the basis of the first national oral history project 

in the United Kingdom 

 

 



The Edwardians: photographs 





The Edwardians: the digitisation process 

• 2005: original paper copies of transcripts were digitised 

and converted to Adobe PDF.  

• PDFs were manually converted to XML; additional 

editing was done to ensure complete accuracy of 

speaker tags and turn-taking 

• Now available as a download in rtf and also through 

searchable webpages: 

 http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/QualiBank 
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Re-Use: Professor Mike Roper 

• The Secret Battle: Emotional Survival in the First World 

War 

• Made his own dataset using wartime correspondence 

and 40 memoirs 

• The material accounted for the experiences of men from 

working and lower-middle-class families, who constituted 

the mainstay among rank-and-file soldiers, thus 

countering the middle-class emphasis of the more 

generally known written memoirs 



"Sometimes an interviewee will be cut off in mid-stream 

when talking about the war - the interviewers were clearly 

keen to try and get people to stay with the Edwardian 

period - but the advantage of this is a wealth of data about 

households and families before the war." 



The Last Refuge (1962) 

• Major investigation of long-stay  

institutional care for old people in  

Britain in the late 1950s by 

Peter Townsend 

• In-depth interviews with 67 local  

authority chief welfare officers and  

with serving staff and residents of 173 institutions.  

• Photographs and field notes about the condition of 

the buildings and the facilities  

were created.  

• Diaries were also kept by a number of  

residents and staff. 





 

‘The Last Refuge’ Revisited 

 • A review of Townsend's research material and 

subsequent findings and recommendations 

• A tracing study was conducted to find out and document 

what happened to the institutions visited by Townsend – 

out of 173, 25 still existed as registered care homes and 

these were investigated further 

• This follow-up study broadly replicated Townsend's 

method allowing direct comparison of the situation in 

2005 with the detailed original information on the 

individual homes.  

• Publication: Julia Johnson, Sheena Rolph and Randall 

Smith, Residential Care Transformed: Revisiting 'The 

Last Refuge’ (Palgrave, 2010). 

 



‘The Last Refuge’ Revisited 

                                       

 Townsend’s original photograph (1959)         Photo taken by Julia Johnson (2005) 



Teaching Resource 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/teaching-resources/last-

refuge.aspx 

 

• Materials from The Last Refuge and ‘The Last Refuge’ 

Revisited were used for a teaching resource aimed at 

undergraduates studying Research Methods 

• Encourages students to think about the diversity of 

methodological issues that can face a single study 

• Gives students an opportunity to work with real data 

• Provides learning aims and tasks for students to 

complete 
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Interested in seeing other case studies? 



Qualibank 

Search Qualitative data collections: 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/QualiBank 

 

• Product of “Digital Futures”, PI: Louise Corti, Project 

Manager: Libby Bishop 

• Fully searchable interview transcripts, reports, 

correspondence... 

• Links to Discover where you can download the full 

collection 

• Creates citations at the paragraph level 

• Launched in April 2014, more collections to be released 

in June 2014 
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