
Teaching, training and 

further help 

 

Hersh Mann 

UK Data Service 

UK Data Archive, University of Essex 
 

London School of Economics 

10 December 2014 



Teaching with data 

• Our teaching datasets have been prepared for ease of 

use for new learners 

• Many datasets have hundreds or thousands of variables 

and this can be daunting or confusing to a novice learner 

• Teaching datasets are manageable in size and have far 

fewer variables than the main survey on which they are 

based, but they are still real datasets that can be used to 

explore substantive topics 

• You may want to repurpose an existing dataset to create 

particular classroom exercises. If so, please let us know 

what we can do to help. We can add your dataset to the 

collection so it can be shared with other teachers.   



Teaching with data 
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Teaching datasets in Discover 

 



Case Study 1: International macrodata 

• Paul Turner, University of Loughborough 

• ‘Using real-world data to understand econometrics’ 

 

• IMF International Financial Statistics were used in a 
course with 150 undergraduates. The aim is for students 
to understand both basic and more advanced techniques 
that will allow economic theories to be tested using 
econometric applications and tools. 

 

• “I always start the econometrics course off by telling 
them that if there's one course they may actually make 
use of when they leave- it's probably going to be this 
one.”  

 

 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use/case-study/?id=39


Case Study 2: Survey microdata 

• Rob Johns, University of Essex 

• ‘Introducing students to politics through real data’ 

 

• British Election Study and British Social Attitudes Survey 

data were used to teach a variety of statistical concepts 

and research methods to politics undergraduates. 

 

• “When I was a student, I didn’t like the teaching method 

where you were just shown some output and how to 

interpret it, or where every week it was a different data 

set and you did not get a chance to really work with and 

understand the data.” 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use/case-study/?id=38


Case Study 3: Longitudinal data 

• Ruth Salway, University of Bath 

• ‘Using data in practice and in theory’ 

 

• The Longitudinal Study of Young People in England 
(LSYPE) was used to teach an undergraduate course on 
applied statistics. The students were grounded in the 
necessary theory and in statistics practice but were yet 
to use data beyond their textbook examples. 

 

• “I remember the UK Data Archive as a source of a lot of 
survey data all together and once I’d narrowed it down I 
didn’t look anywhere else as I knew I would find what I 
wanted there.” 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use/case-study/?id=32
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use/case-study/?id=32
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use/case-study/?id=32


Are you using data in the classroom? 

• If you have used data obtained from the UK Data Service 

in your teaching (or if you have been inspired to do so on 

the basis of this presentation!), please contact us and let 

us know. 

• Do you have an idea for repurposing an existing data 

collection to create a teaching resource? We can help. 

• We would be delighted to feature you in a case study   

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use.aspx
http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/?sf=Case studies&df=CaseStudyTypeFacet_Teaching


Advice and training 

• On our web pages you will find a range of resources to 

support data use 

 

• Video tutorials 

• Dataset guides 

• Topic guides 

• Methods and software guides 

• Guides to exploring data online 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/tutorials.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/tutorials.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/tutorials.aspx
http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/?sf=User guides&df=GuideTypeTextFacet_Thematic
http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/?sf=User guides&df=GuideTypeTextFacet_Methods and statistics
http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/?sf=User guides&df=GuideTypeTextFacet_Online data services


Webinars 

• In addition to providing face-to-face training like today, we 

also run online webinars 

• Over the next year we will run webinars on census 

resources, international macrodata, research data 

management, longitudinal surveys, resource discovery, 

UK surveys, business microdata, and qualitative and 

mixed methods data. Sign up to our mailing list or follow 

on Twitter to stay up to date. 

• These webinars are recorded and made available via our 

web pages  

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/news-and-events/webinars.aspx


Other online help 

• FAQs 

• Advice for New Users 

• Contact us / follow us 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us/contact.aspx 

 

https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-

bin/webadmin?A0=UKdataservice 

 

https://twitter.com/UKDataService 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UKDataService 

 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/faq.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/new-user.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us/contact.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us/contact.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us/contact.aspx
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKdataservice
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKdataservice
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKdataservice
https://twitter.com/UKDataService
https://www.facebook.com/UKDataService
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us/contact.aspx


Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 


