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This presentation will:-

• Highlight some changes in drug use reported from 
the 2012/13 Scottish Crime and Justice Survey 
(SCJS)

• Focus on changes in drug use amongst young 
people and consider some wider contexts (with 
particular reference to Scottish Schools Adolescent Lifestyle 
and Substance Use Survey 2013 - SALSUS)

• Reflect briefly on some challenges with small 
numbers in analysing the survey data

• Suggest potential for future analysis



Scottish Crime and Justice Survey 
(SCJS)
• conducted biennially and based on a 

representative sample of adults (aged 
16 and over)

• SCJS 2012/13 is the fourth year of the 
SCJS

• Main survey and self-completion 
module 

• Illicit drug use 
• SCJS 2012/13 self-completion section 

completed by 10,235 respondents
3



Key changes between 2008/09 and 
2012/13

• Adults aged 16 and over in Scotland 
are taking fewer drugs

• fewer women reporting use of drugs 
(significant change 2008/09 to 2012/13)

• Decrease in reported use of class A 
drugs (-0.8 percentage points) and 
class B drugs (-1.1 percentage points)
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• Decrease in use of cannabis, cocaine, 
ecstasy and tranquilisers (2008/09 to 
2012/13)

• Decrease in those reporting that 
someone has offered to give or sell 
them at least one type of illicit drug in 
the last year

• Decrease in drug taking amongst 16-24 
year olds 
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In Scotland adults are taking significantly 
fewer drugs.
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SCJS 2008/09; 2009/10; SCJS 2010/11; SCJS 2012/13
Base: adults aged 16 or over (2008/09: 10,960, 2009/10: 13,410, 2010/11: 10,980, 2012/13: 
10,220)
Variable Names: QEVE_ANY, Q12M_ANY, Q1M_ANY
Note: Error bars represent a 95% confidence interval

% reporting use of any of the listed drugs
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One of the most interesting changes the 
report highlights is for those aged 16-24



Young people (age 16-24) have taken 
more drugs in the last year or last month 
than other age groups….
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Base: adults aged 16 or over with age and gender group (16‐24 860; 
25‐44 3,100; 45‐59 2,730; 60+ 3,540; Male; 4,420 Female; 5,800)
Variable Names: QEVE_ANY, Q12M_ANY, Q1M_ANY
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Young people aged 16-24 are taking 
fewer drugs than they used to.
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Base: adults aged 16 and over (SCJS 2008/09: 16-24 1,000, 25-44 3,550, 45-59 2,910, 60+ 
3,500; SCJS 2009/10: 16-24 1,160, 25-44 4,110, 45-59 3,550, 60+ 4,590; SCJS 2010/11: 16-24  
970, 25-44 3,300, 45-59 2,920, 60+ 3,790; SCJS 2012/13 16-24 860, 25-44 3,100, 45-59 2,730, 
60+ 3,540).
Variable Name: Q12M, TABAGE
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Changes in reported drug use in the last year by age from 2008/09 to 2012/13



They are taking significantly less cannabis 
and cocaine
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Base: adults aged 16-24 (SCJS 2008/09: 1,003; SCJS 2009/10: 1,160;
SCJS 2010/11: 970; SCJS 2012/13: 860).
Variable Name: Q12M, TABAGE
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% of young people aged 16-24 taking cannabis, cocaine or ecstasy



The Scottish Schools Adolescent 
Lifestyle and Substance Use Survey 
2013 (SALSUS) shows similar trends 
among 13 and 15 year olds.

(33,685 pupils surveyed between September 2013 to 
March 2014, 283 schools took part)
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Source: Scottish Schools Adolescent Lifestyle  and Substance Use Survey (SALSUS)  Drug use among 13 
and 15 year olds in Scotland 2013, p13
©NHS National Services Scotland / Crown copyright 2014. Used with permission
Accessed at http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Public-Health/Publications/2014-11-
25/SALSUS_2013_Drugs_Report.pdf on 26 November 2014



Why might this be? Causation is unclear, 
but what wider contexts might be 
relevant?
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It may reflect a broader national trend
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Similar changes for young people in 
England and Wales
% of 16‐24 year olds using drugs in the last year CSEW
2012/13 compared with previous sweeps
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People are being offered fewer drugs
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% being offered an illicit drug by drug classification in the last year SCJS
2012/13 compared with previous sweeps

Base: adults aged 16 or over (2008/09 10,960, 2009/10: 13,410, 2010/11: 10,980, 
2012/13: 10,220)
Variables Name: QOF2 21



% being offered an illicit drug by composite group in the last year SCJS
2012/13 compared with previous sweeps

Base: adults aged 16 or over (2008/09 10,960, 2009/10: 13,410, 2010/11: 10,980, 
2012/13: 10,220)
Variables Name: QOF2 22



Source:  Scottish Schools Adolescent Lifestyle  and Substance Use Survey 
(SALSUS)  Drug use among 13 and 15 year olds in Scotland 2013, p21
©NHS National Services Scotland / Crown copyright 2014.

Compared with 2010, the proportion of pupils in 
Scotland reporting being offered drugs has fallen:-

· In 2010, 42% of 15 year olds reported that they had 
ever been offered drugs. By 2013, this had fallen to 
37%.

· Similarly, there was a fall in the proportion of 13 
year olds reporting that they had ever been offered 
drugs from 16% in 2010 to 14% in 2013.
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Are young people attitudes to taking 
drugs are changing?  Maybe…
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Scottish pupils were asked if they thought it was 
‘ok’ for someone their age to: ‘try sniffing glue to 
see what it’s like’, ‘try taking cannabis to see what 
it’s like’ or ‘try taking cocaine to see what it’s like’. 

The majority of pupils felt it was ‘not ok’ for 
someone their age to try sniffing glue (85%), 
try taking cannabis (81%) or try taking cocaine 
(89%) to see what it was like.
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Source:  Scottish Schools Adolescent Lifestyle  and Substance Use Survey 
(SALSUS)  Drug use among 13 and 15 year olds in Scotland 2013, p33
©NHS National Services Scotland / Crown copyright 2014.



There are mixed attitudes to cannabis among 
Scottish pupils

• The majority of all pupils thought that the statement ‘taking 
cannabis is dangerous’ was true (65% of 15 year olds and 
77% of 13 year olds); this view was held most strongly among 
pupils who had never taken drugs. 

• Among older pupils who had taken drugs in the last month, 
the majority (60%) thought this statement to be false.

• for 15 year olds taking drugs in the last month, the 
proportion of pupils agreeing with this statement had fallen 
between 2010 and 2013 from 46% to 27%
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Source:  Scottish Schools Adolescent Lifestyle  and Substance Use Survey 
(SALSUS)  Drug use among 13 and 15 year olds in Scotland 2013, p31
©NHS National Services Scotland / Crown copyright 2014.
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Only 2% of 16-19 year olds thought taking cocaine 
was very or fairly safe, which was less than any of the 
older age groups except for those aged 55-59. 

1% of 16-19 year olds perceived ecstasy was very 
safe or fairly safe, the same as those aged 55-59 and 
fewer than those in any of the other age groups . 

Source:- CSEW 2012/13 – p34

16-19 year olds in England and Wales are 
also less likely to think taking cocaine or 
ecstasy is safe compared with most older 
age groups



Are there fewer young offenders overall?

Recent work by Ben Matthews suggests that fewer 
young people are being convicted in Scotland.
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Figure Five: Comparison of the age‐crime curve in the Scottish Offenders Index 1989 and 2012

Declining convictions for young people 
(Matthews, 2014 – Used with permission)
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Are young people less likely to be in 
situations that expose them to crime and 
drugs?
‘Compared to 1990, currently youths spend a lot more 
times at home in front of their computers, connected to 
virtual social networks, online games and a variety of 
electronic communication tools. This means that they 
spend less time in the streets and in public places; 
therefore they are less likely to participate in 
unstructured and unsupervised activities with peers, 
which increase the likelihood of being in situations 
conducive to crime’ (Aebi and Linde, 2010, p. 268).
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Could young people be taking 
substances they do not consider to be 
illicit drugs instead?
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SALSUS Survey asked 13 and 15 year olds whether they 
had taken a range of ‘New Psychoactive Substances’ -
very small proportions of 13 and 15 year olds reported 
using NPSs.

• 4% of 15 year olds and 1% of 13 year olds reported  
ever using NPSs.

• 15 year olds were as likely to report ever using the 
most commonly used NPSs (mephedrone, synthetic 
cannabis and salvia) (2%) as they were cocaine, 
ecstasy, poppers and magic mushrooms.

Source:  Scottish Schools Adolescent Lifestyle  and Substance Use Survey 
(SALSUS)  Drug use among 13 and 15 year olds in Scotland 2013, p16
©NHS National Services Scotland / Crown copyright 2014.



Even in a survey of over 10,000 people 
there can be small number challenges
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Change of use of new drugs may be a 
key issue – is this falling too?
• 2.3% of adults reported taking any of the new drugs ever in the 

SCJS 2012/13 in comparison to 1.8% in the SCJS 2010/11. 
• 0.5% of adults reported taking any of the new drugs in the last 

year in the SCJS 2012/13 in comparison to 0.7% in the SCJS 
2010/11 

• 0.1% of adults reporting taking any of the new drugs in the last 
month in the SCJS 2012/13 in comparison to 0.2% in the SCJS 
2010/11. 
• But only small numbers of people report taking these new 

drugs 
• Not possible to tell whether any decrease was just due to 

sampling variation
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Are there regional or local differences? 
Again limited sample size makes this 
difficult to answer.

Small sample sizes can lead to large 
confidence intervals and uncertain 
results:–

for example Local Authority level results 
for all adults could not be reliably ranked 
across all Scottish local authorities.
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% of adults over 16 reporting illicit drug use ever 
by Local Authority – (Base)
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% of adults over 16 reporting illicit drug use in the last 
year by Local Authority
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What could be done next?

Further analysis of the profile of young people 
who continue to use drugs compared to those 
who do not:

• Are there differences socio-economic group?
• Are there differences by gender?
• Are there differences between victims and non-

victims?
• Have these compositions changed over time?

Looking at changes across more narrow age 
bands? 
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Some concluding points

• Drug use amongst adults taking drugs 
in the last year has remained fairly 
level between 2008/09 and 2012/13 
for those aged 25-44, 45-60 and 60+. 

• This contrasts with a marked decrease 
for 16-24 year olds
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This decrease in drug use by 16-24 year 
olds

• Mirrors decreasing use among 13 and 15 year 
old school pupils

• May reflect a change in attitude: is drug taking is 
becoming less acceptable?

• Possibly linked to a decline in convictions and 
exposure to criminogenic situations for young 
people?

• No clear evidence that it is due to a switch to 
‘new drugs’
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Thank you!

Any questions
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Extra slides (for reference)



Women are taking significantly fewer 
drugs in 2012/13 compared to 2008/09
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Percentage of all adults aged 
16 and over 

Men 
(%)

Men 
(Base) 

Women 
(%)

Women 
(Base)

2008/09 11.1 4,800 4.3 6,160
2009/10 10.1 5,910 4.5 7,500
2010/11 9.5 4,730 3.9 6,250
2012/13 9.4 4,420 3.3 5,800
% change 2008/09 to 2012/13 -1.7 -1.0
% change 2010/11 to 2012/13 -0.1  -0.6

 

Trends in reported illicit drug use in the last year 
by gender from 2008/09 to 2012/13
SCJS 2008/09; SCJS 2009/10; SCJS 2010/11; SCJS 2012/13

Base: adults aged 16 or over 
Variable Name: Q12M
Note: Bold text indicates significant differences between sweeps



All adults are taking significantly fewer 
cannabis, cocaine, ecstasy and 
tranquilisers
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Percentage of all 
adults aged 16 and 
over using drugs in 
the last year 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11

2012/1
3

% 
change 
2008/09 

– 
2012/13

% 
change 
2010/11 

– 
2012/13 

Cannabis 6.2 6.1 5.6 5.1 -1.1 -0.5 
Cocaine 2.7 2.1 1.9 1.7 -1.0 -0.2 
Ecstasy 1.8 1.9 1.4 1.3 -0.5 -0.1 
Tranquilisers 1.2 1.0 1.1 0.8 -0.4 -0.3 
Base 10,960 13,410 10,980 10,220    

 

Changes in % of adults reporting use of cannabis, 
cocaine, ecstasy and tranquilisers in the last year 
from 2008/09 to 2012/13

SCJS 2008/09; SCJS 2009/10; SCJS 2010/11; SCJS 2012/13
Base: adults aged 16 or over  
Variable Name: Q12M
Note: Bold text indicates significant differences between 
sweeps


