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Uses of Survey

• Retail Prices Index & Consumer Prices Index
• Spending patterns of population
• Household expenditure for GDP
• Effect of taxes and benefits
• Food consumption and nutrition
• Spending patterns of population



History of the survey

• Survey set up in 1941 to monitor nutrition in 
London

• Expenditure survey every year since 1957
• Family Expenditure Survey and National Food 

Survey merged in 2001 to form the Expenditure 
and Food Survey (EFS)

• Known as the Living Costs and Food Survey 
(LCF) since 2008



LCF data collection methods (1)

Questionnaire
• Regular expenditures
• Large ad hoc expenditures
• Detailed income (individual)
• Demographics
• Employment status
• Consumer durables



LCF Data Collection Methods (2)

Expenditure diary:
• Goods and services paid for during the two week 

period following the interview
• Expenditure information entered into a coding 

system by team of coders
• Diary kept by adults; simplified version for 

children aged 7-15



LCF Questionnaire



Burden, response and incentives

• Mean interview completion time: 73 minutes
• Diary period: 2 weeks
• Response rate: 49% 
• Each adult completing the diary receives £10 

voucher; each child £5



Headline figure 2013

• Average household weekly expenditure was 
£517 in 2013. 

• After adjusting to 2013 prices to account for 
inflation:
£501 in 2012
£509 in 2011



Average weekly expenditure on main commodities 
and services, 2012 (adjusted for inflation) and 2013 

Source: Living Costs and Food Survey, Office for National Statistics



Spending over time, at 2013 prices
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Figure 4.1: Total household expenditure based on COICOP classification, 2001-02 to 2013, at 2013 prices
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Spending over time, at 2013 prices



Spending, adjusted to 2013 prices

• Housing, fuel and power:
£61.70 in 2001/2 to £74.40 in 2013

• Clothing and footwear: 
£15.40 in 2001/2 to £22.60 in 2013

• Food and non alcoholic drink: 
£62.10 in 2001/2 to £58.80 in 2013

• Transport: 
£88.00 in 2001/2 to £70.40 in 2013

• Restaurants and hotels: 
£48.50 in 2001/2 to £40.40 in 2012



Households with internet connection, by lowest and 
highest gross income decile groups and for all 
households, 2003/04 and 2013
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Annual publication- Family Spending

• 2014 edition included additional commentary in 
main chapters

• Rationalisation of technical material (reducing 
duplication), no loss of information overall

• Release included interactive graphs
• Twitter Q&A conducted, supported by Facebook 

status updates
2015 edition:
• Considering regional interactive chart
• Reviewing content generally







Left the IHS in April 2014
Some questions were used only for IHS outputs, so 
removed with no impact to LCF, eg:
•Smoking
•Religion
•Sexual identity
•Nationality
Some “IHS” questions have become incorporated in 
LCF outputs:
•Health
•Qualifications
•Well-being



Return to financial-year reporting

• Return to financial-year reporting from April 2015

• Better alignment with other financial surveys

• Advantages for timeliness of financial year outputs

• Bridging tables planned for 2014-15 to facilitate 
comparability



Survey developments: National 
Statistics Quality Review

• Review launched in March 2015

• Scheduled to report in October 2015

• Six work streams



NSQR work streams (1)

Potential under-reporting of expenditure and 
income
•Focus on specific areas of potential under-reporting of 
expenditure, with examples from both diary and 
questionnaire, eg:

i. Petrol and diesel
ii. Clothing and footwear
iii. Legal services
iv. insurance

•Analytical approach for income



NSQR work streams (2)

Current and alternative designs and sources
• Sample size and design
• Mode
• Other options for tracking expenditure

Processing
• Editing and imputation
• Weighting



NSQR work streams (3)

Response rates and burden
• Focus groups to capture the views of interviewers 

and their managers
• Analysis of response rates
• Analysis of patterns of item and diary non-response 

(including diary fatigue)



NSQR work streams (4)

International practice:
• Literature search of innovations and developments
• Liaising with other NSIs (including Household Budget 

Survey conference for EU countries)

Customer requirements
• Consultation with key internal customers



Feedback and comments

Welcome on anything, but in particular:

• Family spending content and format
• Technical information:

I. Appendix B
II. User guides
III. Technical report

• Any thoughts on NSQR work


