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• Getting started with reusing data

• Methodological issues
• Context
• Sampling



Case study: ‘The Last Refuge’ (1962)

• Peter Townsend conducted a major 
investigation of long-stay institutional care 
for old people in Britain in the late 1950s.

• In-depth interviews with 67 local authority 
chief welfare officers and with serving staff 
and residents of 173 institutions. 

• Photographs and field notes about the 
condition of the buildings and the facilities 
were created. 

• Diaries were also kept by a number of 
residents and staff.



‘The Last Refuge’ photographs



‘‘The Last Refuge' Revisited’
• Julia Johnson, Sheena Rolph and Randall Smith, Residential Care 

Transformed: Revisiting 'The Last Refuge’ (Palgrave, 2010).

• A review of Townsend's research material and subsequent findings and 
recommendations

• A tracing study was conducted to find out and document what 
happened to the institutions visited by Townsend

• It was found that of the 173, twenty-five still existed as registered care 
homes and these were investigated further

• This follow-up study broadly replicated Townsend's method allowing 
direct comparison of the situation in 2005 with the detailed original 
information on the individual homes. 

• http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use/case-study/?id=45



‘‘The Last Refuge’ Revisited’

Townsend’s original photograph (1959) Photo taken by Julia Johnson (2005)



• Description
• Literature review  with data

• See more data, not limited to published extracts

• Research design and methodological advancement
• Study sampling, data collection methods, topics guides

• Compare original interview schedule questions actually asked in 
the interview

• Reanalysis – asking a research question very different to the 
original research
• Very different – comparative keyword analysis of illness narratives 

Seale and Charteris-Black (2008) 

• “Similar” topics, but with different focus (Bornat et al. 2012)

• Learning and Teaching (Haynes and Jones 2012)

Many ways of re-using “old” data 



Find data: Key data and search in Discover  

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-
data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/



QualiBank – browse and search by item 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/QualiBank



• Orient yourself to the original 
research project
• Documentation and metadata

• Understand the structure of the 
original data
• Contexts – at 3 levels
• Sampling and recruitment

• Become familiar with the project 
data as a whole
• Logic of subsampling if volume 

prohibits reading it all
• Both inductive and deductive 

strategies can work 

Getting started

http://www.timescapes.leeds.ac.uk
/about/timescapes-methods-
guide-series.html



• Data do not exist independently of the contexts 
in which they were produced or generated.

• That context is—by definition—inaccessible to 
subsequent researchers.

• Anyone conducting SA lacks the context known 
by the primary researcher(s), “head-notes”. 

• Thus all SA is inevitably limited to providing 
methodological, but not substantive, insights 
because of this lack of contextual information 
(Mauthner-several).

The context argument against reuse



Response to the context argument

• Primary researchers have more privileged knowledge 
of primary data but both primary and secondary 
analysts will construct data as evidence in the service 
of knowledge claims. 

• Arguments from both primary and secondary analysis 
need to be judged by the same standards. 

• Overplaying the significance of original context may 
risk privileging description over explanation.



Fit, lack of fit, and sampling

• Lack of fit (sample not suited for RQ)
• It is a problem in much primary research as well

• But even more so in QSA (e.g., no ability to probe)

• Some tools for sampling are available, but limited
• No unified portal for data archives – but coming!

• Search possible only of metadata, or at collection 
level

• Growing list of exemplary practices
• Bornat et al. (2012) geriatrics OH interviews

• Gallwey (2013) single motherhood



Publications and other resources for reusing data

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx



Questions

UK Data Service
University of Essex
Wivenhoe Park
Colchester
Essex CO4 3SQ

Advice for new users

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/new-user.aspx

FAQs

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/faq.aspx

Reusing qualitative data

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-
analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx

To follow UK Data Service on Twitter:
@UKDataService


