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Interpersonal violence
o Major public health issue, claiming over 1.3 million lives globally each year

o Non-fatal forms of violence even more prevalent, globally 35% of women 
have experienced intimate partner violence or sexual violence in their 
lifetime 

o Estimated cost of non-fatal violence amongst adults to the NHS and other 
health care providers in England and Wales was >£1.8 billion 2015/16

o High individual, societal and health service costs and represents an 
important public health issue

o Understanding the risk factors associated with interpersonal violence 
crucial to inform effective intervention strategies

o Using a lifecourse approach, evidence support the concept of 
revictimisation – individuals who experience victimization in childhood are 
at increased risk of range of adverse outcomes in later life including, 
violence revictimisation in adulthood

World Health Organization 2013; Widom et al., 
2008; Finkelhor et al., 2007



Impact of individual types of abuse
o Historically, focus was on impact of individual types of child abuse 

in isolation 

o Review of studies in 2001 – small minority included more than 
one form of abuse (Higgins & McCabe, 2001)

o Early studies on revictimisation focused on one specific type of 
child abuse and often a similar form of victimization in adulthood 
e.g.
o Child sexual abuse associated with a between 2-11 fold increase risk of rape in 

adulthood (Fergusson et al., 1997; Arata, 2002)

o Exposure to domestic abuse as a child associated with being a victim of abuse as 
an adult and exposing their own children to parental conflict (Coker et al., 2000; Cannon et al., 
2009)

o Implies types of abuse occur individually, recent research shown 
child abuse and other adversity typically co-occur - attributing 
risk of revictimisation to one form of abuse may be misleading



Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs)

Stressful events occurring during childhood that directly affect a child or affect the 
environment in which they live

CHILDHOOD HOUSEHOLD INCLUDED

CHILD MALTREATMENT Consistently among the strongest 
predictors of poor outcomes:

• Education
• Employment
• Violence
• Crime
• Health & wellbeing

Framework for: 
• Shared understanding 
• Shared agenda

Bellis et al, 2014, 2017a/b; Butler et al, 2020; Hughes et al, 2016
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After controlling for sociodemographics, 
compared to those with no history of ACEs, 
risk of violence victimisation:
1 ACE: >1.5x
2-3 ACEs: >4x
4+ ACEs: >7x

Figures based on population adjusted prevalence in adults aged 18-69 years in England



Limitations of research to date
• Limited by focus on violence in general rather than specific 

types (e.g. intimate partner violence)
• Limited by use of specific samples (health care sample)
• Typically focus on cumulative burden of ACEs OR an individual 

ACE
• Suggested that ACE studies supplemented with research 

investigating potential differential impact of different types, or 
combination of types of abuse

Rationale for and aim of current study

To examine the association between being a victim of child abuse and 
violence revictimisation in adulthood, including intimate partner violence, 

sexual violence and physical assault, using data from a nationally 
representative general population sample

Consideration of impact both type of childhood abuse and number of types

Study aim



Methods

Analysed data from the 2015/16 Crime Survey 
for England and Wales – a nationally 
representative survey of household residents 
aged 16+ years

Adults aged 16-59 years who completed 
the self-complete module (n=21,845)

Abuse during childhood (<16 years):
Response options yes, no, don’t know, do not wish to answer

• Physical abuse (1 item)
• Psychological abuse (1 item)
• Sexual abuse (3 items)
• Witnessing violence between parents (1 item)

Number of types of abuse (derived variable: categorised as none, 
single type, multiple types)

Covariates
• Demographic characteristics controlled for in 

multivariate analysis included: age, sex, ethnicity, 
deprivation 

Violence victimisation in adulthood (≥16 years)
• Intimate partner violence since 16 years (9 items)
• Sexual violence since 16 years (8 items)
• Physical assault in past 12 months (derived variable from 

non-victim form dataset)

Data source Sample

Measures Statistical analyses

• SPSS (v.24)
• Missing values for childhood abuse 

coded as a negative response
• Logistic regressions with adulthood 

violence victimisation as 
dependent variable – 3 models ran 
for each violence outcome 
(controlling for sociodemographics)

• Model 1: included child abuse count
• Model 2: included all individual types 

of child abuse
• Model 3: included both child abuse 

count and all individual types of child 
abuse 



Proportion of adults who experienced childhood 
abuse (study sample)

Of adults aged 16-59, before the age of 16 years:

All child abuse types were significantly associated with each other
Strongest association between psychological abuse and physical abuse 

and weakest association between sexual abuse and witnessing domestic 
violence

9.0% 8.1%6.9%6.9%
Psychological abuse Physical abuse Sexual abuse Witnessing 

domestic violence

One type: 10.6% Two or more types: 8.0%

18.6% (n=4058) reported at least one form of childhood abuse



Relationships between sociodemographics and childhood 
abuse

Childhood 
psychological 

abuse

Childhood 
physical abuse

Childhood 
sexual abuse

Childhood 
witnessing domestic 

violence

Childhood abuse count
None Single type Multiple 

types
All % (N) 9.0 (1971) 6.9 (1512) 6.9 (1513) 8.1 (1777) 81.4 (17787) 10.6 (2316) 8.0 (1742)
Sex

Male % (n) 6.8 (678) 6.9 (680) 2.8 (275) 6.0 (597) 86.0 (8517) 8.4 (829) 5.7 (563)
Female % (n) 10.8 (1293) 7.0 (832) 10.4 (1238) 9.9 (1180) 77.7 (9270) 12.5 (1487) 9.9 (1179)

χ2 104.547 0.082 483.524 107.503 250.723
p <0.001 0.774 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

Age (years)
16-19 % (n) 7.8 (72) 3.6 (33) 2.1 (19) 4.1 (38) 88.0 (809) 7.9 (73) 4.0 (37)
20-29 % (n) 9.8 (381) 6.5 (254) 4.8 (187) 8.9 (345) 82.5 (3210) 9.5 (370) 8.0 (310)
30-39 % (n) 8.4 (450) 7.0 (374) 5.7 (304) 8.1 (437) 82.4 (4427) 10.2 (548) 7.4 (399)
40-49 % (n) 9.8 (587) 7.4 (439) 8.2 (492) 8.9 (532) 79.9 (4764) 11.2 (667) 9.0 (534)
50-59 % (n) 8.4 (481) 7.2 (412) 9.0 (511) 7.5 (425) 80.3 (4577) 11.5 (658) 8.1 (462)

χ2 14.355 19.393 127.254 30.856 54.025
p <0.01 <0.01 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

Deprivation quintile
1 (most deprived) % (n) 9.6 (433) 7.2 (322) 6.4 (287) 8.4 (379) 82.2 (3700) 9.3 (420) 8.4 (379)

2 % (n) 9.4 (414) 7.8 (342) 6.0 (264) 9.2 (407) 80.9 (3562) 10.3 (454) 8.8 (386)
3 % (n) 9.7 (419) 6.9 (297) 7.5 (321) 8.3 (355) 80.6 (3466) 11.0 (473) 8.4 (361)
4 % (n) 8.7 (377) 6.4 (277) 7.6 (331) 7.7 (336) 81.3 (3543) 11.1 (485) 7.6 (330)

5 (least deprived) % (n) 7.7 (328) 6.4 (274) 7.2 (310) 7.0 (300) 82.0 (3516) 11.3 (484) 6.7 (286)
χ2 16.027 9.320 13.569 16.304 27.499
p <0.01 0.054 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01

Ethnicity
White % (n) 9.5 (1813) 7.2 (1380) 7.3 (1395) 8.5 (1613) 80.4 (15317) 11.2 (2129) 8.4 (1598)
Other % (n) 5.7 (157) 4.7 (131) 4.3 (118) 5.9 (164) 88.1 (2436) 6.8 (187) 5.2 (143)

χ2 42.967 23.216 34.536 20.495 93.120
p <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001



Proportion of adults who experienced adulthood 
violence victimisation (study sample)

Of adults aged 16-59, since the age of 16 years:

Intimate partner 
violence (lifetime)

2.4%13.0%18.9%
Sexual violence

(lifetime)
Physical assault

(past year)



Proportion of adults who experienced violence 
victimisation by number of types of child abuse
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Number of types of abuse and risk of intimate partner 
violence (lifetime)

After controlling for age, sex, ethnicity and deprivation, compared to 
individuals with no childhood abuse:

3.3x
Intimate partner violence 

(lifetime) 

6.4x
Intimate partner violence 

(lifetime) 

Single type Multiple types



Number of types of abuse and risk of sexual violence 
(lifetime)

6.9x
Sexual violence 

(lifetime) 

After controlling for age, sex, ethnicity and deprivation, compared to 
individuals with no childhood abuse:

3.6x
Sexual violence 

(lifetime) 

Single type Multiple types



Number of types of abuse and risk of physical assault 
(past year)

3.4x
Physical assault

(past 12 months) 

After controlling for age, sex, ethnicity and deprivation, compared to 
individuals with no childhood abuse:

Single type Multiple types

2.2x
Physical assault

(past 12 months) 



Relationships between individual types of childhood abuse and 
violence victimisation in adulthood

% (n) Sig. AOR 95% CIs
LL UL

Intimate partner violence since age 16

Childhood psychological abuse Yes 49.9 (953) <0.001 5.09 4.60 5.63No 15.5 (2728)

Childhood physical abuse Yes 46.4 (688) <0.001 4.59 4.09 5.14No 16.6 (2993)

Childhood sexual abuse Yes 44.6 (665) <0.001 3.21 2.87 3.60No 16.8 (3016)
Childhood witnessing domestic 
violence

Yes 45.0 (781) <0.001 3.85 3.46 4.28No 16.3 (2900)
Sexual violence since age 16

Childhood psychological abuse Yes 35.9 (699) <0.001 4.56 4.08 5.10No 10.6 (1924)

Childhood physical abuse Yes 31.5 (471) <0.001 4.15 3.64 4.72No 11.5 (2152)

Childhood sexual abuse Yes 47.1 (707) <0.001 5.80 5.16 6.52No 10.3 (1916)
Childhood witnessing domestic 
violence

Yes 31.7 (557) <0.001 3.40 3.03 3.83No 11.2 (2066)
Physical assault past 12 months

Childhood psychological abuse Yes 6.2 (122) <0.001 3.14 2.54 3.87No 2.1 (409)

Childhood physical abuse Yes 5.4 (82) <0.001 2.51 1.97 3.20No 2.2 (449)

Childhood sexual abuse Yes 4.5 (68) <0.001 2.41 1.84 3.16No 2.3 (463)
Childhood witnessing domestic 
violence

Yes 5.4 (96) <0.001 2.60 2.06 3.27No 2.2 (435)

Bivariate and adjusted associations between child abuse (<16 years) and adult violence victimisation (≥16 years), CSEW 15/16 adults aged 16-59 years.

Note. AOR, adjusted odds ratio (adjusted for sex, age, ethnicity, and deprivation); 95% CIs, 95% confidence intervals; LL, lower limit; UL, upper limit.



Relationships between individual types of childhood abuse and 
violence victimisation in adulthood

Intimate partner violence (lifetime) Sexual violence (lifetime) Physical assault (past year)
Sig. AOR 95% CIs Sig. AOR 95% CIs Sig. AOR 95% CIs

LL UL LL UL LL UL

Childhood psychological 
abuse <0.001 2.78 2.45 3.15 <0.001 2.53 2.19 2.92 <0.001 2.37 1.84 3.06

Childhood physical abuse <0.001 1.79 1.55 2.07 <0.001 1.50 1.27 1.78 NS

Childhood sexual abuse <0.001 2.06 1.83 2.33 <0.001 4.20 3.71 4.75 <0.01 1.61 1.21 2.14

Childhood witnessing 
domestic violence <0.001 1.76 1.55 2.00 <0.001 1.46 1.26 1.69 <0.01 1.50 1.14 1.98

Sex Female <0.001 2.53 2.33 2.76 <0.001 6.36 5.62 7.21 <0.001 0.67 0.56 0.80
Age 50-59 (ref.) <0.001 NS <0.001

16-19 <0.05 0.64 0.48 0.83 <0.01 2.08 1.36 3.19
20-29 NS 0.96 0.85 1.08 <0.001 2.16 1.65 2.83
30-39 <0.05 1.13 1.02 1.26 <0.01 1.55 1.18 2.03
40-49 <0.001 1.24 1.12 1.37 <0.05 1.35 1.03 1.76

Ethnicity White <0.001 1.97 1.70 2.28 <0.001 1.55 1.32 1.84 <0.001 1.75 1.28 2.39

Deprivation
Least 

deprived 
(ref.)

<0.001 <0.001 <0.001

Most deprived – 1 <0.001 1.40 1.23 1.58 <0.001 0.71 0.61 0.82 <0.001 1.88 1.41 2.50

2 <0.001 1.40 1.24 1.58 NS 0.91 0.79 1.05 <0.01 1.52 1.13 2.05
3 <0.001 1.25 1.11 1.42 NS 0.98 0.85 1.12 NS 1.117 0.82 1.53
4 NS 1.10 0.97 1.25 NS 1.14 0.99 1.30 NS 1.251 0.92 1.70

Notes. Limited to adults aged 16-59 years who completed the CSEW 2015/16 self-completion modules. AOR, adjusted odds 
ratio; 95% CIs, 95% confidence intervals; LL, lower limit; UL, upper limit.



Consideration of both type of abuse and number of 
types experienced

After adjusting for sociodemographics, and for the effect of experiencing multiple 
types of abuse, each adulthood violence type was associated with different types of 
abuse:

Intimate partner violence 
(lifetime) 

Sexual violence 
(lifetime) 

Physical assault
(past 12 months) 

Child psychological abuse onlyChild psychological and sexual abuseChild psychological and physical abuse



Implications for research

• All individual types of abuse significantly associated with each adult violence outcome 
but correlation and co-occurrence of types – evidence multiple types should be 
considered together in research

• When all individual types of abuse were considered together, most relationships with 
adult violence outcomes remained significant, suggesting child abuse in general, 
regardless of type, increases the risk of PA, IPV, and SV in adulthood.

• Findings showed a cumulative impact of child abuse on risk of violence 
revictimisation. Thus, whilst most abuse types were independently related to past 
year PA and IPV and SV since age 16 years, the strongest predictor of each adulthood 
violence outcome was experiencing multiple forms of abuse in childhood.

• When the effects of experiencing multiple forms of abuse were accounted for, type of 
abuse remained predictive of adult violence outcomes - suggests effects of particular 
combinations of childhood abuse may be obscured when each type is given an equal 
weight

Both type of abuse AND number of types 
experienced seem to be important and both 

should be considered in future research



Conclusions

• Interpersonal violence, including both childhood and adulthood 
victimisation, is one of the most preventable causes of premature 
morbidity and mortality and a key target of the Sustainable 
Development Goals

• Evidence from the current study suggests preventing child abuse will 
have downstream effect on preventing interpersonal violence across the 
lifespan

• Adulthood victimisation likely to compound effects of childhood abuse

• Compelling case for focusing global public health efforts on preventing 
childhood abuse

• Not only reduce risk of revictimisation across the lifecourse, but given 
that exposure to violence also represents adversities for the next 
generation it represents a crucial means of disrupting intergenerational 
cycles of violence



ACEs may be 
intergenerational..
....

BUT…..

healing can occur & 
the cycle can be broken

Thank you
Nadia Butler
n.l.butler@ljmu.ac.uk

@Nadia_Butler11
https://www.ljmu.ac.uk/research/centres-and-institutes/public-health-institute

With thanks to Professor Zara Quigg (Liverpool John Moores University) and Professor Mark A Bellis (Public Health 
Wales/Bangor University)
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