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• What is statistical coherence and why is it challenging 
for income and earnings statistics?

• Bring users up to speed on recent work:
– Income and earnings coherence work plan
– Income and earnings interactive tool
– Updated income and earnings statistics guide

• Update on OSR’s review of income-based poverty 
statistics

• What’s next?

Overview
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“Statistical coherence is about drawing 
together outputs on the same topic to 

better explain the part of the world they 
describe. This can be across the four 

countries of the UK where policy making 
has been devolved (such as housing) or 

where multiple producers are publishing 
statistics on the same topic (such as income 

and earnings)”

• Working with producers of 
official statistics across the UK, 
we have produced a work 
programme which summarises 
the work underway on several 
statistical topics

What is statistical coherence?
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https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/user-facing-pages/coherence-of-statistics/


Achieving coherence for income and 
earnings statistics is challenging!

Admin data
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Stages of income 
and earnings



• Facilitate strategic coordination and collaboration 
• Think of the big picture / ‘think GSS’
• Help join people / things together
• Tailor support to the topic
• Be a positive influence!
• We are not the output managers

Aims of the coherence work
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• Existing income and earnings steering group 
– Brings together senior leaders from DWP, HMRC 

and ONS

• Publication of an income and earnings coherence 
work plan (and blog)

– Cross GSS and is focussed on making 
improvements in five key areas: coherence of 
narrative, coherence of sources, accessibility, quality 
and user engagement.

• Launch of the income and earnings interactive 
tool

– Brings all official income and earnings statistics 
together into a single location. It enables people to 
quickly find the data they need and helps users 
uncover metrics they were previously unaware of. 

• Update to the income and earnings statistics 
guide (and blog)

– Refreshed introduction and Figure 1: Stages of 
income and earnings

– 3 new outputs included: Earnings and Employment 
from Pay As You Earn (PAYE) Real Time Information 
(RTI), Admin-based income statistics (ABIS) and 
Children in Low Income Families (CiLIF)

– Refined strengths, limitations and uses sections 
– Clear references to income-based poverty statistics  

Recent work
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https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/government-statistical-service-and-statistician-group/user-facing-pages/income-and-earnings-statistics/income-and-earnings-coherence-work-plan/
https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2021/10/14/improving-the-coherence-and-accessibility-of-income-and-earnings-statistics/
https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/dashboard/tools/income-and-earnings-statistics/database.html
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/earningsandworkinghours/methodologies/aguidetosourcesofdataonearningsandincome
https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2022/03/02/one-stop-shop-for-income-and-earnings-statistics/
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• In May 2021 OSR published its 
review of income-based poverty 
statistics

– Contains 3 strategic improvements and 16 
recommendations for the producers of 
income-based poverty statistics

• Government departments have been 
working collectively to address the 
recommendations in this report 

• Initiatives for some recommendations 
were included in the income and 
earnings coherence work plan

• Currently working on a progress 
update which we intend to share with 
OSR in the autumn. 

OSR’s Review of Income-Based 
Poverty Statistics
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https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/review-of-income-based-poverty-statistics/
https://analysisfunction.civilservice.gov.uk/government-statistical-service-and-statistician-group/user-facing-pages/income-and-earnings-statistics/income-and-earnings-coherence-work-plan/


• Household Financial Statistics Transformation (HFST) - coherence 
work stream lead

• Use of admin data in income and earnings statistics from a coherency 
perspective

• Coordinating the progress update against OSR’s income base poverty 
statistics review

• Potential update to the income and earnings coherence work plan

• User engagement mainly via HFST project over the next 12 months
– However we still welcome user feedback and engagement, specifically on 

accessibility and coherence issues
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• For more information contact the GSS Income and 
Earnings Coherence team:

Ainslie Woods or Ian Boreham 
GSS.Income.Earnings@ons.gov.uk

Contact details
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mailto:GSS.Income.Earnings@ons.gov.uk
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