
The UK Data Service and you
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Accessing social, 
economic and 
population data



What types of data are held in the UK Data Service collection?

Cross-

sectional

Panel / 

Longitudinal

Surveys

Aggregate 

data from 1971

Microdata from 

1991

Census 
data

International 

macrodata

Aggregate 

statistics

Qualitative and 

mixed 

methods data 

Administrative 

data

Other data
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/survey-data/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/census/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/census/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/international-data/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/international-data/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/qualitative-data/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/qualitative-data/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/qualitative-data/


Training



UK Data Service training topics
Builds capacity in 3 core topics: 
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Research Data Management Finding and Accessing Data 

from the UK Data Service

Using data (introductory 

skills)

• Data management planning: 

sharing, archiving and preserving 

data

• Anonymisation and licence/access 

frameworks

• Documentation and metadata 

standards

• Ethical and legal considerations

• Data discovery

• How to access data

• Safe Researcher Training for the 

most confidential data

Introductions to data we hold:

• Datasets e.g Census, LFS

• Data types e.g Surveys

• Substantive themes e.g Crime

• Evaluating data for research

• Preparing data/data handling

• Basic data analysis skills

• Basic software/tools

• Teaching with data

• User conferences

+ Computational Social Science

+ Reproducible research

What we don't do:

• Advanced methods training

• Advanced statistical analysis training

• Advanced coding training

At the heart:

• Getting started with secondary data

• Introductory level

• Training for the data that we hold 
(Survey, Census, Longitudinal, Cohort, International Aggregate)



Training and support - Events

• Webinars and online 

workshops​

• Conferences 

• Drop-in sessions 

ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/


Training and support – Resources and Helpdesk

• Online learning materials

• Helpdesk for data queries
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/data-skills-modules/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/data-skills-modules/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/


Training and support – upcoming training series

UK Data Service introductory training series: Spring 2026

Some upcoming sessions:

• Mapping crime data in R: Interactive introduction: 9 March 

• Computational social science drop-in: 10 March

• UK Data Service essentials: Introduction, finding and accessing data: 17 March

• Introduction to effective and practical research data management: 19 March

• How to become a computational social scientist: 15 April

• Ethical and legal guidelines in data sharing: 23 April

• Role of informed consent in ethical data collection, sharing and reuse: 30 April
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/2026/01/29/uk-data-service-introductory-training-series-spring-2026/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/mapping-crime-data-in-r-interactive-introduction-2026-03-09/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/mapping-crime-data-in-r-interactive-introduction-2026-03-09/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/computational-social-science-drop-in-2026-03-10/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/computational-social-science-drop-in-2026-03-10/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/computational-social-science-drop-in-2026-03-10/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/computational-social-science-drop-in-2026-03-10/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/computational-social-science-drop-in-2026-03-10/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/uk-data-service-essentials-introduction-finding-and-accessing-data-2026-03-17/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/uk-data-service-essentials-introduction-finding-and-accessing-data-2026-03-17/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/introduction-to-effective-and-practical-research-data-management-2026-03-19/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/introduction-to-effective-and-practical-research-data-management-2026-03-19/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/how-to-become-a-computational-social-scientist-2026-04-15/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/how-to-become-a-computational-social-scientist-2026-04-15/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/introduction-to-effective-and-practical-research-data-management-2026-04-23/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/introduction-to-effective-and-practical-research-data-management-2026-04-23/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/role-of-informed-consent-in-ethical-data-collection-sharing-and-reuse-2026-04-30/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/events/role-of-informed-consent-in-ethical-data-collection-sharing-and-reuse-2026-04-30/


Impact



Impact – our why

We want to know that our 

data makes a difference in 

the world.



Impact – our how

We develop and curate 

narratives that tell the story 

of the impact of the UK Data 

Service and its data.



Developing narratives of impact

Research 

within a 

theme or 

area
Ongoing 

impact of 

earlier 

identified 

impactful 

work

Impact of a 

dataset

Bodies of 

work

Themes of 

work

12



Impact – our what

Our key activities



Impact themes
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/povertyindata/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/mental-health-in-data/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/children-and-young-people-in-data/


Data Impact blog - blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk

• Encourages discussion and debate 

• Shares best practice 

• Updates on data-driven impactful research and policy making
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https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Data Impact blog – write for us

We welcome posts that highlight the impact of data or 

spark conversations about data, including

• impact stories

• reflections

• insights

• collaborations 

• innovation and methods
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ukdsimpact@jisc.ac.uk

https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/write-for-data-impact-blog/
mailto:ukdsimpact@jisc.ac.uk?subject=Contributing%20to%20the%20Data%20impact%20blog


Case studies

• Developed in 

partnership with 

researchers

• Research to find clear 

evidence of impact on 

policy, society etc.
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/case-studies/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/case-studies/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/case-study/impacts-of-poverty-on-children/


Discussion and debate to 

support the expansion of ideas 

around data impact.

Data impact events
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/data-impact-events/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/poverty-in-data-event-2024/
https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/revisiting-dataimpact2021/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/early-career-researchers-event-page/


Data Impact Fellows

• Early Career Researchers using data in the 

UKDS collection (academic and voluntary sectors)

• small grant

• collaborating with impact team and other 

Fellows, networking

• Developing different communication 

styles and voices for different audiences
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/data-impact-fellows/
https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/category/data-impact-fellows/


Data Impact Fellows

• Applications for next round launching 

later in 2026

• Keep watching 

impact.ukdataservice.ac.uk
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https://impact.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
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