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Overview 
• What is secondary analysis?
• Finding Data
• Designing a project

• Research design
• Variables and measurement

• Evaluating data through documentation
• Data considerations

• Questionnaire routing
• Sampling

• Other project considerations
• EUL
• Access levels
• Data citation

• Further resources
• Exercises

• Exploring Data Catalogue
• Reading a catalogue page
• Navigating a download bundle
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What is secondary analysis? 

• “Asking new questions of old data”
by re-analysing data that has already
been collected by someone else 

• Researchers often collect far more 
data than is needed to answer their 
research question. SA is a way to 
reuse this “extra” data to answer a 
new research question. 

• You can use different analysis
strategies for a new take on the data. 

“Standing on the shoulders of others 
enables researchers to see further.” 
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A notes on terminology 



 

 

 

 

 

Define the 
research 
problem

Locate and 
assess data

Review the 
literature

Design 
research

Analyse data

Interpret/report

Define the 
research 
problem

Review the 
literature

(Formul
hypothesisyse data

Interpret/report

The research process 
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Finding data 
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   Mentimeter poll – What topics are you interested in? 

? 
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What is the UK Data Service? 

• a comprehensive resource funded by the ESRC 

• a single point of access to a wide range of secondary social 
science data 

• support, training and guidance 



  
  

     
  

  
   

  

  
 

Topics 
Topic Dataset example(s) 

The environment OECD Environment statistics 
Government-led Change: Interviews with UK and German MPs on 
Climate Change 

Workforce patterns Labour Force Survey 

Healthcare Health Survey for England, Psychiatric Morbidity surveys, Dental Health 
Mothers and Daughters: Accounts of Health in the Grandmother 
Generation, 1945-1978 
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Family spending Family Resources survey 
Mothers Alone: Poverty and Fatherless Families, 1965-1966 

Attitudes to the police and 
criminal justice system 

Crime surveys for England, Wales and Scotland 

Time use during the pandemic Time use surveys 
Care Leavers, COVID-19 and Transitions from Care, 2020-2022 

Attitudes and political opinions British Social Attitudes survey 
Qualitative Election Study of Britain, 2010-2024 
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Practical activity: Finding data 



  

 

 

Recent acquisitions 
• SN 8689: Welfare at a (Social) Distance, 2020-2022 
• SN 856374: Gen Z and Beyond: A Survey for Every Generation, 2021-2023 
• SN 856365: Riding Along in my Automobile: Musically-Induced Emotions and Driving Behaviour, 

2018-2021 
• SN 856172: Qualitative Interviews with NHS Staff During the Pandemic: An Investigation into

Ethnic Inequalities Experienced During the Pandemic, 2020-2022 
• SN 856348: Bilingual Experience and Cognitive Control, 2018-2022 
• SN 9070: Listening to Young Lives at Work: COVID-19 Phone Survey 
• SN 856385: Understanding and Assisting Difficulties with Everyday Spatial Difficulties 
• SN 856281: Investigating the Educational Potential of Touchscreen Apps for Children’s Early

Vocabulary Acquisition, 2018-2021 
• SN 8803: Living Costs and Food Survey, 2019-2020 
• SN 856114: Student Loneliness and Social Connectedness Data, 2021 
• SN855980: Using Digital Forensics in Policing, 2018-2022 
• SN 9029: Smoking, Drinking and Drug Use among Young People, 2021 
• SN 856040: Sharing our Stories: Experience of Sibling Bereavement, 2020-2022 



 Detailing your project: 
research design and 
measurements 
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Re-use projects 
• Re-analysis 

• Very different – comparative keyword analysis of 
illness 
narratives Seale and Charteris-Black (2008) 

• “Similar” topics, but with different focus (Bornat et al. 
2012) 

• Replication study 
• Reinhart and Rogoff controversy – PG student found 

flaw 
in dataset which completely changed results 

• Comparative study 
• Key data quickly signposts you to national surveys:

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-
data.aspx 

• Re-study 

The New Yorker (2013) 

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key


   
   
        

      
         

         
   

Re-study: School Leavers Study 
Principal investigator: Ray Pahl 
In 1978, teachers at a comprehensive school on the Isle of Sheppey were asked to set an essay 
about 10 days before pupils were due to leave school. The essay asked students to imagine 
that they were nearing the end of their life, and that something had made them think back to the 
time when they left school. They were then asked to write an imaginary account of their life over 
the next 30 or 40 years. 



     

   

School Leavers Re-Study: Imagining the Future 

Re-users: Graham Crow and Dawn Lyon 



  
   

                     
                
                    

                   
                 

School Leavers Re-Study 
Essay instructions 2009: Imagining the Future: 
I want you to imagine that you are towards the end of your life. Look back over your life and say 
what happened to you. Don't write a very exaggerated story, just tell the straightforward story of 
your life as it might really be. Of course you cannot know what is going to happen to you, but 
you can describe the sort of thing that could happen if things go as you expect or hope. Spread 
your story over your whole life from the time of leaving school. Continue on another sheet as 
necessary. 



   
 

    
  

     
     

 
 

     
   

    
    

   

    
   

 

     
 

 

 
    

 
 

      
      

     
 

   
  

 
 

   
     

   
  

 

2010
1978 vs 

1978
2010Mundane & grounded jobs; gradual career progression; Well-paid, instantaneous jobs; choice but uncertainty; 

periods of unemployment. influence of celebrity culture. 

“It was hard finding a job, I failed a few chances, but 
eventually got what I wanted locally, a craft 

apprenticeship.” 
(Essay 27, male) 

“I was on the dole for six months after leaving school, 
until I got a job in a garage.” 

(Essay 42, male) 

“When we found a house it was a semi-detached in 
Sittingbourne. I wanted to live in Italy but that was asking 

for too much.” 
(Essay 56, male) 

“I longed for something exciting and challenging.  But yet 
again I had to settle for second best.  I began working in 

a large clothes factory.” 
(Essay 104, female) 

“I could not decide what to do. Then it came across my 
mind that I should be a body builder, and be good enough 

to enter the Mr Olympia contest. After that I went to an 
athletics club, within a few months I was scouted for the 

Olympics for the 200 metre sprint.” (Essay 10, male) 

“I was 20 now living the dream I had a amazing band...I 
had toured the world 3 times sold 4 million records.” 

(Essay 30, male) 

“I arrive at my 3-bedroom luxury villa; I land my helicopter 
on my own heli-pad and walk inside. I grab my keys and 

jump in my Bentley Continental GTS.” 
(Essay 40, male) 

“In my future I want to become either: a dance teacher, 
hairdresser, or a Professional Show Jumper/horse rider. 
If I do become a dancer my dream would be to dance for 

Beyoncé or someone really famous.” 
(Essay 61, female) 



http://www.livingandworkingonsheppey.co.uk/ 



What are you trying to measure? 

• Think about your topic/questions 
• Think about your key concepts 
• Relate concepts to variables in a dataset 
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Variables 

Lists of variables can usually 
be found in the 
documentation: 

• User guide 
• Variable list 
• Codebook/data dictionary 
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Example 

1 2 3 

Topic: 
The 
relationship
between fear 
of crime and 
age 

Key 
concepts: 

Fear of crime,
Age 

Variables: 
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Example 

1 2 3 

Question: 
Does fear of 
crime 
increase 
with age? 

Key 
concepts: 

Fear of crime,
Age 

Variables: 
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Example: Crime Survey for England and Wales 

• Important source of information about crime (Crime statistics 
independent from police records) 

• Example of a repeated cross-sectional survey 
• Annual survey 
• n≈35,000 individuals�aged 16+�and 3,000 aged 10-15 
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Variables - Example 

Example: Crime Survey for England and Wales 
• QUALLIFE - How much is YOUR OWN quality of life affected by fear of 

crime on a scale from 1 to 10, where 1 is no effect and 10 is a total effect 
on your quality of life? 

• AGE – respondent age 

Think critically about what these variables measure! 

27 



Quantitative data by type of analysis 
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Type of analysis Type of data 

Individuals, families, households, 
businesses: one point in time 

Cross-sectional surveys 

Individuals, families, households, 
businesses: multiple points in time 

Repeated cross-sections 

Individuals, families, households: over 
time 

Longitudinal data 

Small geographic areas Census aggregate data, flow data 

Comparing countries (over time) International time series data 

 

 



Population and Unit of Analysis 
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Evaluating data through 
documentation 
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What, where, when and why? 

• Start with catalogue 
record 

• Will tell you key 
topics, background 
and methodology 

• Access to 
documentation 
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Questionnaire routing: 
Who was asked what? 
• Computer Aided Interviewing (CAI) makes it easy to send 

respondents through the questionnaire by different routes 

• Many questions may only be applicable to some of the 
sample 
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 Who was asked what? 
Documentation. 

33 



And what was done with the data afterwards? 

• derived variables are created from the ‘raw’ data 
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 What does the collection look like? 



 School Leaver’s Essay 



   Different types of data 



Affluent Worker 



 

 

 

 

 

Getting started with documentation 

• Use documentation to re-
contextualise your data and 
better understand the 
limitations and opportunities
of the data. 

• Re-contextualise at different 
levels, including 
• Study level 
• Data level 
• Participant level 

• Find out more about study-
level and data-level 
documentation: 
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-
hub/research-data-management/ 

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning


Catalogue page 



Documentation 



Catalogue page 



Data listing 



 
 

Practical activity: Catalogue and
Documentation 
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Data considerations 
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Sampling considerations 

• Surveys are based on samples 
• Is the sample representative? 
• Who is included (adults, those in private address)? 
• Response rate and bias 
• Do you need to apply a weight to make the data 

representative? 
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Sample size 

• Do I have enough cases to make a precise estimate? 
• Important for small sub-populations 
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Sampling across datasets 

• Select a subgroup based on shared social characteristics or a probability sampling 
procedure 

• Mix and match from different collections into a customized dataset for your project 
• Consider study-level context to ensure data are comparable 



   
 

Tips 

• Process isn’t linear 

• You may need to compromise 

• Choose different variables or 
data or refine your research
question 
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 Other project considerations 
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Golden rules 
of secondary analysis 

1. No onward sharing of data, even 
with your supervisor. 

2. All anonymized data needs to stay 
anonymous. 

(If data comes doesn’t come from an 
archive with a data access policy, 
then check the terms and conditions 
of usage to see how data can be 
used and still abide by the above 
rules.) 



  
 

   
   

  
    

  

Accessing data 

Access Options 

OPEN 
Suitable for data that are not classified as personal data and with no residual risk of disclosure 

or where consent to share personal data as collected is in place. 

SAFEGUARDED 
Suitable for data that are not classified as personal data but where there is a potential, residual 

risk of disclosure; also referred to as effectively anonymised data as per ICO guidance. 

CONTROLLED 
Suitable for data classified as personal data and data that are particularly sensitive, 

commercially or otherwise. This is de-identified data i.e. indirectly identifiable, for which data 
protection legislation applies. Access is facilitated through the Five Safes Framework. 



https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/citethedata.aspx 

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/citethedata.aspx
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Demonstration: Downloading data 



Further resources 

56 



 

    
     

  

 
 

 
  

 

Dissertation resources 

Our student pages on the UKDS website can be found under: 
Home�→�Learning�Hub�→�Students�

They contain information on: 
• What data are available? 
• How to find and access data 
• The UKDS dissertation award 
• Further resources 
• Finding and Accessing data for�your�project�

• Also explore our Learning Hub and Data Skills Modules 



 
  

 
  

  

 
 

  
   

     

Planning your dissertation? 
Used UK Data Service data? 

You could win £300! 
Open to undergraduate students at UK universities 
whose dissertations use data from the UK Data Service. 

Entries open: October 2026 
Final deadline: 1 July 2027 

£300 PRIZE + opportunity to write 
for the UK Data Service Impact blog 

Find out more and apply: 
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-
hub/students/dissertation-award/dissertation-award/ 

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning


 

    

   
 

   
  

Drop-in sessions 

• Survey, Computational Social Science, 
SecureLab, and Census 

• Chat with UKDS experts about your 
questions 

• Dissertation Drop-In – 21st October – 
1pm – 2pm. 



  
    

Follow #UKDSDissertations on Bluesky and LinkedIn 
for all the latest updates 
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Further resources 
Timescapes Methods Guides Series: 
http://www.timescapes.leeds.ac.uk/about/timescapes-methods-guide-series.html 

Secondary Analysis of Quantitative Data Sources: 
https://methods.sagepub.com/book/the-sage-handbook-of-social-research-methods/n31.xml 

Data Skills modules: 
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-skills-modules 

UK Data Service video tutorials: 
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/tutorials.aspx 

What is secondary analysis? 
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis.aspx 

UK Data Service: Tools and templates: 
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/manage-data/tools-and-templates.aspx 

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/manage-data/tools-and-templates.aspx
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis.aspx
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/tutorials.aspx
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-skills-modules
https://methods.sagepub.com/book/the-sage-handbook-of-social-research-methods/n31.xml
http://www.timescapes.leeds.ac.uk/about/timescapes-methods-guide-series.html


 
  

    

   
 

   
    
    

     
  

  

      

Upcoming events 
• Code anxiety club 
• Using QGIS to map 2021/22 census data from the UK Data Service 
• Dissertation drop-in 
• Getting�started�with�secondary�analysis�
• SecureLab drop-in sessions 
• Data in�the spotlight:�Large scale social�surveys�
• UK census data drop-in 
• Best practices for documenting social sciences research data 
• Data�in the�spotlight:�Census�and population studies�
• Data�in the�spotlight:�Longitudinal�data�
• Computational social science drop-in 
• An introduction to time series analysis and forecasting 
• Data�in the�spotlight:�Qualitative�and mixed methods�data�
• Introduction to anonymisation techniques for social sciences research data 
• Data in the spotlight: International time series databanks 
• Safe Researcher Training 
• Labour�Force�and Annual�Population Surveys�User�Conference�2026�



  Register for the UK UK Data Service 
Data Service training and events 

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/myaccount/login ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/ 
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Get connected 
Website 
‘Contact us’ 
pages 

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/contact/ 

JISCMail https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-
bin/webadmin?A0=UKdataservice 

Bluesky https://bsky.app/profile/ukdataservice.bsky.social 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE 

LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/company/uk-data-service/ 

 
  

 
 

 

 

PowerPoint slides and materials will be available on our website in 
due course and you can catch up on the recording on our Youtube 
channel. 



 
 

Thank you. 

Maureen Haaker 
mahaak@essex.ac.uk 
Alle Bloom 
alle.bloom@manchester.ac.uk 
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