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Remembrance Support Campaigns

Who we are



What we do



What we know

2 million 
veterans



What we know

1.7 million     
family members



What we know

180k serving             
270k family members



What we know
Veteran population
Total number of veterans in 
each local authority 

Non-veteran population
Total number of non-veterans aged 
16 and over in each local authority 

32,000

100

872,000

1,000



What we know

16-24 25-64 65+

13%

65%

22%

16-24 25-64 65+

2%

46%
53%

Veterans

Non-
veterans

86%

47%

14%

53%



Non-veterans

What we know

White
Other ethnic group

Veterans

97%

Non-veterans

84%

who are male, aged 65+, and 
live in South-West England

99%



What we know

15%

Single 39%

19%

Married

57%

44%

Divorced

13%

9%

10%

Non-veterans

Non-veterans (adjusted)

Veterans

91%
Straight or 

heterosexual 89%

90%

LGB+

2%

3%

2%

57%



Exploring AFC Needs



Current 
Evidence & 

Gaps

New Findings: 
Justice System

General 
Population 

Comparisons: 
Health & 
Disability 

Data Gaps: 
Finances 

Census data has provided new 
insights, highlighted both 
differences and similarities in 
the needs of the Armed Forces 
community compared to the 
general population, and helped to 
identify gaps in data and 
evidence.

What I’ll cover in 5 minutes



New Findings: Justice System

Over 3200 people in prison in England & 
Wales are veterans - almost 5% of the 
recorded Census prison population*.

Nearly three-quarters of prisons have at least 
one veteran.
*Census England & Wales captures those people in prison, 
detention centres or approved bail and probation premises who 
had been sentenced to 12 months or longer at these 
establishments, were awaiting sentencing, or had no other address 
or person to complete the Census at another address*
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Veterans Non-Veterans (Adjusted)

Residents aged 16 years and over in prisons, 
detention centres and approved premises for bail 

and probation, by age groups
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A larger percentage of 
veterans than non-
veterans aged 25-74 are 
in prison (the biggest 
differences, ages 25-39).



General Population Comparisons
For the first time, Census data lets us compare veterans’ health and disability with the non-veteran 
population using adjusted figures. 

This kind of insight helps us, and 
others, shape services that really 
meet the health and disability 
needs of our Armed Forces 
community.

Non-veteransVeterans Non-veterans adjusted

15.06

14.91

8.34

11.26

15.33

16.75

Activities limited a lot

Activities limited a little

Disability

211,850 (11.4%) veterans in England & Wales reported bad or very bad 
health. General Health is in line with the wider population when 
adjusted for age, gender, and location.

32% for veterans, 30% non-veterans



Data Gaps & Future Priorities  
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The 2021 Census has been vital in mapping 
what we know about the Armed Forces 
community - especially when combined with 
other robust data, such as Ministry of Defence 
statistics.
Cross-referencing these revealed key gaps, like 
limited data on finances. This process didn’t just 
show what we knew - it also highlighted what 
we didn’t.

This method helped us build a targeted list of 
high-priority questions we still need answers 
to, shaping both our research priorities 
and overall strategy. Finances - alongside 
other critical areas - have emerged as a key 
focus



Applying the Evidence to inform 
research, policy and campaigning 



The future of the AFC

Veterans
Family 

members of 
veterans

Regular 
personnel

Reserve 
personnel

Family 
members of 

serving 
personnel

= ? =



2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

100k

200k

300k

400k

500k

18-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64
65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85-89 90+

Year

N
um

be
r 

of
 V

et
er

an
s

The future of the AFC
Forecasted ages of veterans



We commissioned YouGov to undertake a survey of 3000+ members of the Armed Forces 
Community across the UK, to understand their experiences and views of issues they face, RBL, and 
our future direction. Respondents were: 

Voices & Views: YouGov

There is cross over between each group, with some respondents belonging to more than one option.

Currently serving 
(regular or reservist) 

(weighted by age, region, 
regular/reservist, ethnicity)

242
Veterans 

(regular, reservist or 
National Service) 

(weighted by age, region, 
regular/reservist, ethnicity)

1386
Immediate 

family members 
of those 
currently 
serving 

(weighted by age)

584
Immediate 

family members 
of veterans 

(unweighted)

1538
Immediate 

family members 
bereaved of 
someone who 

served in the UK 
Armed Forces 

(unweighted)

571



Policy Development 
Our policy team uses robust research and data to understand the key 
issues facing the Armed Forces community and shape national policy 
and services.

We also collaborate with government and policymakers to ensure 
the voices of the Armed Forces community lead to lasting change.

The 2021 Census has been vital in giving us a clear picture of 
veterans, their families and their needs. This, combined with other 
evidence, underpins a strong policy programme and manifesto for the 
next Government. 

Our manifesto sets out a wide range of practical, evidence-
based ideas to significantly improve the lives of the Armed 
Forces community. These include improving healthcare access, 
reducing homelessness, and supporting veterans in the criminal justice 
system – helping ensure those in the AFC receive the tailored support 
and fair treatment they are entitled to.



For questions or more information, 
please contact:

policyandresearch@britishlegion.org.uk

If someone you know is a member of the Armed Forces Community and needs support, contact the RBL contact 
centre, open 8am to 8pm, 7 days a week, on 0808 802 8080 for practical help and guidance, or find out more 

about the services and support we provide at: www.britishlegion.org.uk

mailto:policyandresearch@britishlegion.org.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.britishlegion.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEOConnor%40britishlegion.org.uk%7C09de9581f5c841a12f2308dda5b22615%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638848906778127116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ghuIoqAIYCO%2Fi2SBSnoj4aeZKqYyiaAwRuHZWrpZ6%2Fw%3D&reserved=0
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