
Caring for Sharing: Improving Self-Deposit 

Repository Publishing Systems 

Anca Vlad

UK Data Service

University of Essex

IASSIST & CART 2018

Once Upon A Data Point: Sustaining Our Data Storytellers

May 29 – June 1, 2018



Introduction & Summary

• ReShare is the self-deposit data repository of the UK Data Service, now in its 

third year and holding some 1305 collections of data, spanning a wide 

disciplinary range of research assets. 

• This presentation will:

• look at the main features of ReShare

• provide an overview of data collections ingested

• summarise the ReShare ingest process

• demonstrate tracking metrics collected via Google Analytics 

• discuss possible improvements



ReShare overview

• UK Data Service's online data repository, where researchers can archive, publish and share research 

data: http://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk

• Extensively customised version of Eprints open-sources repository software;

• It allows depositors to create data collections themselves - upload data and documentation files;

• Once completed by depositors, collections go into a review area, where they are checked for disclosure 

risk, copyright breaches, validity of file formats and level of documentation;

• Is an easy-to-use, step-by-step system, with a user-friendly interface designed to made the deposit 

process as simple and fast as possible;

• Metadata profile is based on the DDI schema;

• Access controls are customised for each collection; 

• Studies indexed using the Humanities and Social Sciences Electronic Thesaurus (HASSET); 

http://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


ReShare overview

• Simplifies data deposit by enabling the upload of multiple files, either individual or zip 

bundles; 

• Addresses problems researchers may have when publishing their data*:

• Limited or poor metadata (abstract/methodology);

• Lack or insufficient supporting documentation;

• Poor file names, not representative of content;

• Data in formats not recommended for long term preservation. 

*As reported in Van den Eynden and Corti (2017)



Data ingested - Subjects
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Data ingested - Data type
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Metrics

Ingest process:

Once a collection is completed by the 

depositor, it arrives in the review area, where 

we performs our standards quality checks. 

If any issues are found, we contact the 

depositor via e-mail and send the collection 

back to their work area to resume editing. 

Once the collection is submitted for review 

once again, it is published in our catalogue 

Discover and a DOI is minted.
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https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Users and sources  
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Users and sources

Traffic

Organic - Search Engine Listing (39%)

Reffered by links on other websites, e.g. DOI
(36%)

Typing the URL directly into browser(23%)

Social networks (2%)



Locations and devices 

Location*

*last 12 months

**number of first-time users during the selected date range.
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Training

Training is done via workshops, webinars and 

drop-in sessions. 

The method which proved most effective is a 

walk through the system, with examples of 

how to create a data collection from start to 

finish, touching on certain details we 

sometimes receive questions about such as 

access conditions, licence, mandatory fields, 

metadata, formats etc. 

To illustrate this we use a training area, which 

imitates the real system to the smallest 

details:

http://reshare-training.ukdataservice.ac.uk

http://reshare-training.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Looking ahead

Short term

• Documentation templates (Readme, data list, 
methods file, data deposit exemption form) 

• ReShare website improvements

• Pop-up surveys (instant feedback, feed into 
FAQs)

• Instant prompts (access, licence)

Long term

- Ongoing DM training

- Negotiating access to meet ‘as open as 
possible, as closed as necessary’

- QAMyData - will offer a free easy-to-use 
tool/service that automatically detects some 
of the most common problems in survey and 
other numeric data and creates a ‘data health 
check’



Contact

• ReShare: reshare@ukdataservice.ac.uk

• UKDS enquiries/ Help Desk: 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/get-in-touch.aspx

help@ukdataservice.ac.uk

• Follow us on:
https://twitter.com/UKDataService

https://www.facebook.com/UKDataService

https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKDATASERVICE

mailto:reshare@ukdataservice.ac.uk
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/get-in-touch.aspx
mailto:help@ukdataservice.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/UKDataService
https://www.facebook.com/UKDataService
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKDATASERVICE


Questions?


