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What we will cover today

. Census overview

. Census aggregate data

. Census bulk data

. The UK Data Service
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Join at Menti.com | Use Code 2576 0581

Quiz time

In the 2021 Census, which musical
fandom “religions™ appeared in the
detailed classification?
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Answer?

A) Disco Divine & Alien Believers

B) Heavy Metal & Jedi Knights

C) Country & Hogwarts

A) EDM & Pirate Church
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Quiz time

B) Heavy Metal & Jedi Knights
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Census overview
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Aggregate data

Aggregate data are about populations, groups,
regions or countries.
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Aggregate data illustration
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The Census of Population

* Every 10 years.

* First modern census is 1841.

« Data held secure for 100 years.

» Digitised censuses from 1971 (1961 ongoing).
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A UK Census?

e Different nations.
* Different governments.
* Different outputs.

* Different geographies.
* Different questions.

* Different ideas.
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Census outputs

D .
m‘ﬁ UK Data Service O Login

Find data Deposit data Learning Hub Training and events Contact

Aggregate data.
* Boundary data. e
() M |Crod ata ] Census 2021 The home for census data for all parts of the UK

Census 1961 - 2021/22

Q. Search our learning hub

Statistics from the UK censuses help paint a picture of the nation and how we live. They provide a

L L L] L]
o O rl g I n - d e Stl n a tl O n d ata Census 1851 - 1911 detailed snapshot of the population and its characteristics and underpin funding allocation to
n

Census explainers provide public services.

The UK Data Service holds and enables access to aggregate, boundary, flow and microdata from

P e r'S O n I eve I d a ta REsources the last seven censuses from 1961 through to 2021/22. Also through Integrated Census Microdata
] (I-CeM), we provide access to census data from 1851-1911.

Use of census data

Mapping census data in QGIS

Census 2021

Other information
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/census/

England and Wales Census

97% response rate

27 minutes

TS 7! March 2021

Census quality survey

Output consultation
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Northern Ireland Census

97% response rate

Census coverage survey

Statistical Disclosure Control

Quality assurance

16



Scotland

89.8% response rate

Coverage survey

TT——— | DMarchzozz

Flexible Table Builder: Nov 2024

Origin-destination data: Jun 2025
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What can the census aggregate data tell us?

* Population.

 Employment, occupation, socio-economic class,
gualifications.

 Ethnicity, religion, national identity, language.

* Housing, tenure, residence type.

* Household and family composition, occupancy.
 Carers and caring.

* Long term health problems or disability.
 Travel to work, migration.
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New questions - gender

» Scotland

* Northern Ireland
* England

* Wales
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New questions - sexuality

» Scotland

* Northern Ireland
* England

* Wales
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New questions — veteran status

e Scotland
* England
 \Wales

Photovby Diana Parkhouse on Unsplash
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New questions — health conditions

e Scotland
 Northern lIreland
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What the census cannot tell us

 Wealth and income
derived deprivation data.

 Personal identification
data blurring and
obfuscation.
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The tricky issue of census geography

Output Area (OA)

Superior Output Areas (SOA)

Lower Layer SOA (LSOA) and Middle Layer SOA
(MSOA)

Scotland — Data Zones (DZ) and Intermediate
Geographies (1G)

Northern Ireland — Just LSOA
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Accessing census aggregate
data

Olajuwon Yakub
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Accessing census aggregate data

« Data Explorer - https://dataexplorer.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

 CKAN - https://statistics.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

Data

UK Data Service =

Welcome to the hub for Census aggregate data and International macrodata. search data

Search for keywords below or find the dataset from the drop down menus below.
E.g Age
earch by keywords
Popular tags @ households B adults
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https://dataexplorer.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://statistics.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

Activity 1

Data Explorer - https://dataexplorer.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

Exploring population density and the data explorer interface

Data
UK Data Service =

Welcome to the hub for Census aggregate data and International macrodata.

Search for keywords below or find the dataset from the drop down menus below.

Q, search by keywords -

OECD v World Bank International Monetary Fund
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https://dataexplorer.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

Cont...Accessing census aggregate data

 CKAN - https://statistics.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
* Whole tables for geographical areas.

« Easy to search.

* Metadata.

* Expanding all the time.

Search data

E.g. Age

Popular tags @ households
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https://statistics.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

Activity 2

CKAN - https://statistics.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

 Find the “Age of arrival in the UK” table for England and Wales.
* Download the data — how many people were born in England.

 How many people arrived in Wales aged 20 to 24 years of age?
* What ‘Units’ are used?
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https://statistics.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

Activity 2.1

CKAN - https://statistics.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

* Find the “National Identity” table for Northern Ireland.
* Download the data — notice any differences.

 How many people identified themselves as Northern Irish only
in Fermanagh and Omagh?

» What geographic referencing system was used?
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https://statistics.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

Deprivation data

 Derived from room occupancy, house ownership /
tenancy, car availability, employment status...

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) |

CDRC Data

Indices Futures: Updating the English
Indices of Deprivation (loD) -
consultation - GOV.UK
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Cont...Deprivation data

 Geoconvert - GeoConvert: UK Data Service

» Uses address points to calculate an area population

UK Data Service | GeoConvert home | GeoConvert help | Contact

UK Data Service L
Census Support —

= pr—,
2
W|*%Z =

I =

L}

GeoConvert

Tutorials

Documentation GeoConvert is a tool that makes it easy to match UK postcodes, census geographies and convert data between them.
FAQ

Accessibility Start GeoConvert

Statement

Contact

+ Matching UK postcodes to official deprivation measures, area classifications and urban/rural measures, as well as obtain information about the postcodes themselves, such as their locations and
populations

« Matching areas (including postcodes) between a range of the geographies used in the 2011, 2001 and 1991 UK censuses based on shared populations
« Converting data between census areas (including posicodes) based on shared population proportions

Related

« For census data from the 2011 Census and the 2001 Census, see InFuse

GeoConvert is provided by UK Data Service see our Cookies policy
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UK Data Service

Eve Little
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Who produces the data?

Government
and official
agencies

Individual
academics

Research
Institutions
and

universities Market and
social
research
agencies

Historic
public
records

International
statistical
agencies

A ‘one stop shop’ for accessing social, economic and population data 34



https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/

What data does the UK Data Service hold?

International Qualitative

Longitudinal
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Learning Hub

N .
“;r:ﬁ UK Data Service ( Q site search ) O Login/Register

Find data Deposit data Learning Hub Training and events

Home s Learning Hub

Learning HUb Q. Search our learning hub

Enhance your data skills and teaching

Data producer support

As pioneering research data management
experts, this section provides best practice
guidance, as well as more resources, to
data managers and those looking to learn
more about how to manage their research
data.

New to using data

Best practice and training for researchers
new to accessing and using data in our
collection. Includes advice and tools to
correctly cite data; student-specific
information on our Dissertation Award for
undergraduates; and more.

Data skills modules

There is a wealth of data available for reuse
in research and reports. These free,
interactive tutorials are designed for
anyone who wants to start using secondary
data. They show you how to get started with
finding good quality data, understanding it
and starting your analyses.
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Videos

"Can you show me

how to do that?”
| I I

SHARE %
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https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE

Webinars

S
|;|'|'\/ﬁ UK Data Service

Find data Deposit data Learning Hub

Home > Training and events

Browse events

December 2026 (<) (3)

Code anxiety
club

Training and events

Survey data
drop-in

Labour Force
and Annual
Population
Surveys User
Conference 2026

O Login/Register

Contact

( i= List

] Calendar )
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Data skills modules

Surveys unit 1: What are survey data?

View all modules

Surveys

Unit 1: What are survey data?

This unit will explore survey data.

You will look at what the data are, some key
concepts relating to survey data and how to find
datasets that you can use.

You can work through this unit in order using the
next button, or use the menu to view the list of
sections and jump to the part you are most
interested in.

Menu = Glossary

NEXT »

W7
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Data Impact

S
'IT”/’ UK Data Service

Blog home About Our Impact

Data Impact blog

( Select category v J ( Select month g ]

Data Impact Fellows - in conversation with Old methods, new grounds: the benefits Building skills for sensitive data curation:
Esmeralda and challenges of using observational data early insights

for target trial emulation
20 October 2026 9 October 2026

13 October 2026
Esmeralda Bon became a Data Impact Fellow in Dr Hollydawn Murray and Dr Susmita Datta share
2017. Nine years later, she shares why she joined Roxana Pollack describes applying target trial early findings from the Sensitive Data Curation
the scheme, what it enabled her to do and what emulation to research on re-employment and Skills Report, outline the priority skills gaps, and
she took forwards into her career. mental health using Understanding Society. set out recommendations for the TRE community.
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Register for the UK
Data Service

[m] i
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beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/myaccount/login

UK Data Service
training and events

i’-i’:. %

& P R )R

ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/
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Thank you.

help@ukdataservice.ac.uk
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