


National variation in copyright law 
(e.g. differences in copyright duration)
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Best practices when using secondary data 

Questions to ask:
• Who the copyright holder of the datasets is?
• Are you allowed to use them and in what way?
• Are you allowed to archive and publish them in a data 

repository?

• Researchers are allowed to copy whole work/data for their 
own analysis but they may not be allowed to share it.

• Majority of uses of copyright materials continue to require 
permission. 

• Exceptions to copyright are country specific.
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Copyright scenario

A researcher has used secondary data sources for a research 
project. He plans to share his data. The sources he used were:
• World Bank open data.
• Microsoft Academics.
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World Bank open data
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World Bank open data continued
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Resources

• Copyright (UK Data Service)
• Access levels/Licenses (UK Data Service)
• Variable information log template for secondary data users
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/copyright/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/access-policy/types-of-data-access/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/document-your-data/data-level/data-documentation-secondary-sources/


Resources continued..

• Copyright Fact sheet
• Working with volunteers: Copyright considerations
• Copyright and social media
• Copyright and open licensing- A guide
• CESSDA Data Management expert Guide
• Copyright (UK Data Service)
• Access levels/Licenses (UK Data Service)
• Variable information log template for secondary data users
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https://naomikorn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Copyright-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://charitydigital.org.uk/resources/resources/digital-guide-working-with-volunteers-copyright-consideration
https://naomikorn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Copyright-and-Social-Media.pdf
https://www.joinbeyond.org/a-guide-to-open-licensing
https://www.cessda.eu/Training/Training-Resources/Library/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/5.-Protect/Copyright/Diversity-in-copyright
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/copyright/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/access-policy/types-of-data-access/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/document-your-data/data-level/data-documentation-secondary-sources/


Resources continued

• Orphan works diligent search guidance
• Copyright Scenarios (UK Data Service)
• Copyright Resources (UK Data Service)
• Other rights (UK Data Service)
• Useful checklist for using Twitter data (Source: UCL)
• ONS checklist for social media data
• Berne Convention
• Salient features of copyright law in the EU
• CESSDA Data Management Expert Guide: European Diversity in 

copyright
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/orphan-works-diligent-search-guidance-for-applicants
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/scenarios/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/resources/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/other-rights/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/data-protection/sites/data-protection/files/using-twitter-research-v1.0.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/datastrategy/datapolicies/collectingandusingsocialmediaforstatisticsandstatisticalresearchpolicy
https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/berne/summary_berne.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/625126/EPRS_STU(2018)625126_EN.pdf
https://www.cessda.eu/Training/Training-Resources/Library/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/5.-Protect/Copyright/Diversity-in-copyright


Thank you.
Dr. Hina Zahid

hzahid@essex.ac.uk

datasharing@ukdataservice.ac.uk

Twitter: @hinazahid2016

@UKDataService

35

mailto:hzahid@essex.ac.uk
mailto:datasharing@ukdataservice.ac.uk


Images sources
• https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/online-survey-tips
• https://discourseanalysis-interviews.weebly.com/interview.html
• https://www.thebalancesmb.com/terms-of-use-and-policies-the-balance-smb-4847378#toc-terms-of-use
• http://clipart-library.com/terms.html
• https://www.romaniajournal.ro/terms-and-conditions/
• https://www.housemeasures.com/public-records-changing-home-values/
• https://smallbiztrends.com/2021/01/active-social-media-presence-business.html
• https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/knowledge/other/copyright/
• https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/protection-databases
• https://www8.gsb.columbia.edu/articles/brand-talk/new-research-insights-future-data-sharing
• https://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photography-facts-image10626857
• https://martech.org/whats-big-idea-3-fundamentals-successful-digital-creative/
• https://armls.com/notify-lister-vs-lister-permission-required
• https://depositphotos.com/70839799/stock-photo-funny-copyright-owner-man-with.html

• Social Media Data

• “Can I gather tweets by politicians from the twitter to analyse their opinion on 
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https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/online-survey-tips
https://discourseanalysis-interviews.weebly.com/interview.html
https://www.thebalancesmb.com/terms-of-use-and-policies-the-balance-smb-4847378#toc-terms-of-use
http://clipart-library.com/terms.html
https://www.romaniajournal.ro/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.housemeasures.com/public-records-changing-home-values/
https://smallbiztrends.com/2021/01/active-social-media-presence-business.html
https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/knowledge/other/copyright/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/protection-databases
https://www8.gsb.columbia.edu/articles/brand-talk/new-research-insights-future-data-sharing
https://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photography-facts-image10626857
https://martech.org/whats-big-idea-3-fundamentals-successful-digital-creative/
https://armls.com/notify-lister-vs-lister-permission-required
https://depositphotos.com/70839799/stock-photo-funny-copyright-owner-man-with.html

