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Overview

• What is meant by Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)?.
• What is secondary data?.
• What rights might there be in research data?.
• Special consideration.

• Licensing.
• Who owns the right?
• Social media data.
• Copyright in the international context.

• Resources.
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What is meant by Intellectual Property (IP) rights?

• IP rights: Rights granted to creators and owners of works that are 
the result of human intellectual creativity.

• They include:
• Trademarks which distinguish goods and services.
• Patents for new inventions.
• Registered designs for the design of products.
• Copyright for creative works such as books, paintings and 

music.
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What is secondary data?
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A quick question

Have you used or plan to use secondary data? If so, 
do you plan to share it for future use?
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What rights might there be in research data?

Copyright Database rights
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Further information on rights in research data and different scenarios

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/media/440283/rights.pdf
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/data-protection/data-protection-legislation/commercial-data-contracts/intellectual-property-rights-scenarios-for-data-sharing/


Copyright

• Copyright is an intellectual property right assigned 
automatically to the creator.

• Applies to (UK Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988):
• original literary, dramatic, musical or artistic works.
• sound recordings, films, broadcasts or cable programmes.
• the typographical arrangement of publications.
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When will my research data be protected by 
copyright?
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What actions require permission?

• Permission is not required: 
• Incorporation of the factual data in one’s own words in a 

structure of one’s own
• making a copy (including a digital copy) and utilizing that 

copy for one’s own research, as long as it is not made 
available to others

• Citing from the research data

• Permission is required: 
• Inclusion of the research data in a publication
• Sharing the research data with other people
• Including the whole of the research data in a database of 

one’s own that is also shared with other people
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Copyright and personal data

Where personal data is concerned:

• Permission from the person who has created the work is 
required (the copyright holder).

• Permission from all the people whose personal data is in the 
work is required. This includes opinions about people.
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Special considerations
Licensing Framework
Who owns the right in research?
Social media data
Copyright in the international context
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Continued..When will my research data be 
protected by copyright?

When data is created, shared & reused



Data Licencing

Data collections can be made available under:
• Open licenses
• Bespoke licenses
Example of open licenses in the Creative Commons Framework:
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License Use and 
Share

Attribute the 
work (copyright)

Use 
commercially 

Adapt/create 
derivatives

Change 
license

CC BY
CC BY-SA X
CC BY-NC X

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Bespoke Licencing

Most of the data made available via responsible repository is made available 
under Bespoke Licenses due to the residual risk of disclosure in data.

The conditions of use require researchers to act responsibly and ethically with the 
data.

UK Data Service End User Licence Agreement (EUL).

When using secondary data always ensure you are familiar with the terms and 
conditions under which the data is made available.
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/app/uploads/cd137-enduserlicence.pdf


UKDS Licencing Framework
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• No real disclosure risk. Under open 
licences; almost no restrictions on 
reuse

Open

• Zero to low real disclosure risk. Requires 
authentication and authorisation e.g. 
registered user and End User Licence 
Agreement

Safeguarded

• Real disclosure risk. Requires project 
approval, user vetting and training; 
access via a safe setting; output 
checking

Controlled



Who owns the right in 
research?
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Special considerations!

Who owns the right?
• University or an employee?
• University or a student?
• Research funder or researcher?
• Collaborators in a research project?

• Best practise is to find out the ownership ASAP!
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How to find out who owns the IP rights?

• The applicable national IP law.
• IP policies of the university/PRI.
• The individual contractual agreements among the university/PRI, 

creators and sponsors.
• Legal advice.

• Failure to clarify rights can lead to unexpected limitations to:
• your research.
• its dissemination.
• future related research projects.
• associated profit or credit.
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What is social media?
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Internet-based or mobile applications which allow users to form online networks or communities



Social media data

• Usually obtained through the application programming 
interfaces (APIs) of the social media platforms (directly or via 
resellers).

• What does social media data includes?.
• Individual posts or tweets.
• Comments.
• Photos or videos.
• Networking connections or social interactions.
• Data on ratings.
• Interests.
• Likes or dislikes.
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Copyright and social media data

• Content is protected by copyright in the same way as books 
and journals.

• Users have copyright for their own content (e. g. Tweets or 
Facebook posts).

• Agreement between the user and the social media platform 
allows a site to freely use the work for a variety of purposes.

• Researchers need to abide by the terms and conditions of the 
platforms or API developers.
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Challenges when sharing social media data: 
Twitter

• Sharing of data is prohibited under Twitter’s API terms of 
service.

• Tweet IDs associated with each tweet, and account IDs 
associated with each user can be shared.

• Data recreation from an archived twitter data can be a real 
challenge.

• Content modification is not allowed, so the content cannot be 
anonymised.
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Useful checklist (Source: UCL)

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/data-protection/sites/data-protection/files/using-twitter-research-v1.0.pdf


Copyright in the international 
context
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A quick question?

In which country you are carrying out 
your research?
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Berne Convention (1886)

• Oldest and most important treaty, signed in 1886.
• 179 countries covered under Berne Convention.
• Establishes minimum standards of protection.

• Types of works protected.
• Duration of protection.
• Scope of exceptions.
• Limitations.
• Principles such as “national treatment”.
• Principles such as “automatic protection”.
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National variation in copyright law

• Country specific laws but built on International principles.  
• Consensus on basic issues, but differences in: 

• Types of works covered (e.g. data sharing).
• Duration (minimum terms set as life + 50 years).
• Exceptions (fair dealing).
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National variation in copyright law (e.g, differences in copyright duration)
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(Created by Balfour Smith, Canuckguy, Badged)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:World_copyright_terms.svg


Best practices when using secondary data 

Questions to ask:
• Who the copyright holder of the datasets is?.
• Are you allowed to use them and in what way?.
• Are you allowed to archive and publish them in a data repository?.

• Researchers are allowed to copy whole work/data for their 
own analysis but they may NOT be allowed to share it.

• Majority of uses of copyright materials continue to require 
permission. 

• Exceptions to copyright are country specific.
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Copyright scenario

A researcher has used secondary data sources for a research 
project. He plans to share his data. The sources he used were:
• World Bank open data.
• Microsoft Academics.
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World Bank open data
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Microsoft Academics
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Resources

• Copyright (UK Data Service)
• Access levels/Licenses (UK Data Service)
• Variable information log template for secondary data users
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/copyright/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/access-policy/types-of-data-access/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/document-your-data/data-level/data-documentation-secondary-sources/


Resources

• Copyright Fact sheet
• Working with volunteers: Copyright considerations
• Copyright and social media
• Copyright and open licensing- A guide
• CESSDA Data Management expert Guide
• Copyright (UK Data Service)
• Access levels/Licenses (UK Data Service)
• Variable information log template for secondary data users
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https://naomikorn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Copyright-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://charitydigital.org.uk/resources/resources/digital-guide-working-with-volunteers-copyright-consideration
https://naomikorn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Copyright-and-Social-Media.pdf
https://www.joinbeyond.org/a-guide-to-open-licensing
https://www.cessda.eu/Training/Training-Resources/Library/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/5.-Protect/Copyright/Diversity-in-copyright
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/copyright/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/access-policy/types-of-data-access/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/document-your-data/data-level/data-documentation-secondary-sources/


Resources

• Orphan works diligent search guidance
• Copyright Scenarios  (UK Data Service)
• Copyright Resources (UK Data Service)
• Other rights (UK Data Service)
• Useful checklist for using twitter data(Source: UCL)
• ONS checklist for social media data
• Berne Convention
• Salient features of copyright law in the EU
• CESSDA Data Management Expert Guide: European 

Diversity in copyright 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/orphan-works-diligent-search-guidance-for-applicants
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/scenarios/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/resources/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/rights-in-data/other-rights/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/data-protection/sites/data-protection/files/using-twitter-research-v1.0.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/datastrategy/datapolicies/collectingandusingsocialmediaforstatisticsandstatisticalresearchpolicy
https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/berne/summary_berne.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/625126/EPRS_STU(2018)625126_EN.pdf
https://www.cessda.eu/Training/Training-Resources/Library/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/5.-Protect/Copyright/Diversity-in-copyright
https://www.cessda.eu/Training/Training-Resources/Library/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/5.-Protect/Copyright/Diversity-in-copyright


Case studies

 Case studies (padlet.com). 
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https://padlet.com/hinazahid/case-studies-5ull1bx31no2ovg7


Register for the UK 
Data Service

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/myaccount/login ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/
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UK Data Service 
training and events



Thank you.
Dr. Hina Zahid

hzahid@essex.ac.uk

datasharing@ukdataservice.ac.uk

Twitter: @hinazahid2016

 @UKDataService
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Images sources 
• https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/online-survey-tips
• https://discourseanalysis-interviews.weebly.com/interview.html
• https://www.thebalancesmb.com/terms-of-use-and-policies-the-balance-smb-4847378#toc-terms-of-use
• http://clipart-library.com/terms.html
• https://www.romaniajournal.ro/terms-and-conditions/
• https://www.housemeasures.com/public-records-changing-home-values/
• https://smallbiztrends.com/2021/01/active-social-media-presence-business.html
• https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/knowledge/other/copyright/
• https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/protection-databases
• https://www8.gsb.columbia.edu/articles/brand-talk/new-research-insights-future-data-sharing
• https://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photography-facts-image10626857
• https://martech.org/whats-big-idea-3-fundamentals-successful-digital-creative/
• https://armls.com/notify-lister-vs-lister-permission-required
• https://depositphotos.com/70839799/stock-photo-funny-copyright-owner-man-with.html

• Social Media Data

• “Can I gather tweets by politicians from the twitter to analyse their opinion on certain issues?”
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https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/online-survey-tips
https://discourseanalysis-interviews.weebly.com/interview.html
https://www.thebalancesmb.com/terms-of-use-and-policies-the-balance-smb-4847378#toc-terms-of-use
http://clipart-library.com/terms.html
https://www.romaniajournal.ro/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.housemeasures.com/public-records-changing-home-values/
https://smallbiztrends.com/2021/01/active-social-media-presence-business.html
https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/knowledge/other/copyright/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/protection-databases
https://www8.gsb.columbia.edu/articles/brand-talk/new-research-insights-future-data-sharing
https://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photography-facts-image10626857
https://martech.org/whats-big-idea-3-fundamentals-successful-digital-creative/
https://armls.com/notify-lister-vs-lister-permission-required
https://depositphotos.com/70839799/stock-photo-funny-copyright-owner-man-with.html
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