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ESS History 
First funded in 2001 
Round 1 fieldwork in 2002 
Won the Descartes Prize for Research 2005 
Became European Research Infrastructure Consortium 
(ERIC) 2013 
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ESS Background 
Academically-driven, cross-national survey measuring 
attitudes 
Run biennially since 2002 
8 Rounds completed across 36 countries 
Over 370,000 interviews completed 
All data freely available for non-commercial use 
Over 110,000 registered users worldwide 
Over 3,000 academic publications used the data 
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Methodology 
Random probability sampling 
Face-to-face surveys lasting approximately one hour 
Mainly using computer-assisted interviewing 
Questionnaires translated for ‘functional equivalence’ 
using local experts 
Strong focus on standardisation of interviewer approach 
through training 
Response maximisation 
Consistent data format across all countries 
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Participating countries 
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Questionnaire 
CORE TOPICS IN  
ALL ROUNDS 
• Crime 
• Democracy and 

politics 
• Human values 
• Immigration 
• Media use 
• National and ethnic 

identity 
• Perceived 

discrimination 
• Religion 
• Social exclusion 
• Social trust/trust in 

institutions 
• Subjective wellbeing 
• Socio-demographics 



Some examples 
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Example – climate change 
Based on Round 8 rotating module on 
climate change 
Compared climate change concern and 
pessimism across Europe 
Differences by age and education but the 
patterns varied between countries 
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Example - racism 
Used in combination of other sources – data 
from NatCen Panel, British Social Attitudes 
and ESS 
ESS questions on biological racism from 
Round 7 
Nearly 1 in 5 (18%) people in the UK agree 
that ‘some races or ethnic groups are born 
less intelligent’ and 44% say that some are 
naturally harder working 
 



Accessing and 
using the data 
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Homepage: 
www.europeansocialsurvey.org/ 
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Homepage: 
www.europeansocialsurvey.org/ 
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Adding a row variable 
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Adding a row variable 
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Adding a column variable 
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Adding a weight 

Weights 
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Weighting your data 
We usually need to weight data to ‘correct’ the profile of 
the respondents so it reflects the population 
On ESS there are three types: 
 Design weight 
 Corrects for unequal selection probabilities 

 Post-stratification weight (including design weight) 
 Calibrates the sample to population estimates 

 Population size weight 
 Corrects for population size when combining countries 
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So which weight should I use? 
In most cases you will use one of two weights: 
 When you are looking at a single country in isolation, 

use the Post-stratification weight 
 When you are looking at two or more countries’ data 

together, use the population weights 
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Applying the weights 
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Weighted table 
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Adding a subset 

Subset 
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Adding a subset 
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Age filtered table 
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Output to Excel 

Download 
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Downloading data 
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Cumulative data wizard 
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Documentation 
Included in the ‘Data and documentation’ section 
 Questionnaires 
 Showcards 
 Contact forms 
 Guides to country-specific questions such as income, 

highest education attainment , political parties,  
 Weighting guides 
 Data protocol 
 etc,. 
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Help 
There is an online help function – the question mark 
icon 
That will take you to online guidance and contact details 
for NSD in Norway who administer the online tool 
 



Questions…. 
Alun Humphrey 
Group Head, Household Surveys and ESS UK National 
Coordinator 
T. 020 7549 7043 
E. Alun.Humphrey@natcen.ac.uk 
Visit us online, natcen.ac.uk 

 
     @AlunHumphrey 
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