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What we will cover in this session
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• UK Data Service and Finding data
‒ What is the UK Data Service?
‒ Data sources and who can access the data
‒ Data categorisation
‒ Finding data and activity

• How to access data 
‒ Access conditions  
‒ How to register for the UK Data Service
‒ Catalogue entries
‒ End user licence data 
‒ Special licence data
‒ Secure access data

• Useful resources and further online tools 
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What is the UK Data Service?

• Comprehensive resource funded by UKRI through the 
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 

• Access to secondary social science data

• Support, training, and guidance

• UK Data Archive (lead partner), JISC, CMI, University 
of Edinburgh, UCL.



6

Sources of data

• National statistical authorities

• UK government departments

• Intergovernmental organisations

• Research institutes

• Individual researchers

ReShare
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Who is it for?

• Academic researchers and students

• Government analysts

• Charities and foundations

• Business consultants and data analysts

• Independent research centres and think tanks

• Independent researchers

🌍🌍



Data Categorisation 
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• By type : UK Surveys, Cross-national surveys, Longitudinal data and 
studies, International macrodata, Census data, Business microdata, 
Quantitative or Qualitative data, mixed methods data.

• By purpose : research, teaching.

• By theme : ageing, crime, economics , COVID-19. 

• By geography :  Countries, small areas. 

• By access level : open, safeguarded, controlled



Types of Data Available 
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Survey microdata:
Major UK Surveys

Cross-national
Longitudinal

International macrodata:
Multi-nation aggregate 

databanks & Survey data.

Census data:
aggregate data 

flow
boundary
microdata

Qualitative mixed 
methods data:
Qualitative data

Mix of qualitative and 
quantitative data.



Quantitative Data Example 
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SN 8059: Public Attitudes to Animal Research Survey, 2016. 

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=8059


Qualitative Data Example
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SN2000: Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973.

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=2000


Finding Data : Catalogue search tool
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Finding Data : Catalogue search tool
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Finding data :  Catalogue search tool
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HASSET Thesaurus
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Finding data : Browse data
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Finding data : Browse data



Finding Data : Browse data by theme
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Browse data by theme
COVID-19 example
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Variable and question bank
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Variable and question bank : example
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QualiBank
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Practice catalogue search
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Search for one (or more, if you have time) of the following datasets in the 
catalogue:

• A dataset of your choice
• The most recent Health Survey for England
• Census microdata
• The series page for the Annual Population Survey
• A dataset on the topic of transport or travel
• A National Surveys of Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles (NATSAL) 

teaching dataset



What we will cover in this session
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•UK Data Service and finding data
‒ What is the UK Data Service?
‒ Data sources and who can access the data
‒ Data categorisation
‒ Finding data and activity

•How to access data 
‒Access conditions  
‒How to register for the UK Data Service
‒Catalogue entries
‒End user licence data 
‒Special licence data
‒Secure access data

•Useful resources and further online tools 



Data Access Policy
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• Accessed via a Safe Room, SecureLab 
within the UK or the SafePod NetworkControlled data

• End user licence (requires registration) 
and special licence (requires a form)Safeguarded data

• Access controls set by the data owner 
and can varyReShare data

• Can be used by all without registeringOpen data

https://safepodnetwork.ac.uk/


Data Access Policy
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• Minimal risk of disclosure
• No registration required
• Requires data acknowledgementOpen data



Data Access Policy
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• Data is deposited by individual researchers
• Access conditions may be non-standard
• All research funded by the Economic and 

Social Research Council has a ReShare 
catalogue entryReShare data



Data Access Policy
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• End user licence (EUL) data
• No direct identifiers
• Small risk of disclosure through linking 

indirect identifiers

• Special licence data
• Still anonymised but contains greater 

detail
• Requires approval from the data owner

Safeguarded data



Data Access Policy
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• Secure Access data
• Access typically within the UK through a 

fixed computer
• May contain disclosive information
• Limited to accredited researchers who 

demonstrate trustworthiness
• Must complete Safe Researcher Training

• Safe Room data
• Must be accessed in the safe room at 

UK Data Archive in Colchester.

Controllled



How to register

1. Logging in via OpenAthens or Shibboleth
• UK Universities
• Some further education colleges
• Some UK Government departments
• Local authorities

2. UK Data Archive username
• International researchers
• Charities
• Think tanks
• Schools
• Personal researchers
• Commercial organisations
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Live demonstrations
• Finding a study catalogue 
• Accessing end user license data
• Applying for special license data 
• Applying for secure access data 
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Catalogue entries
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Accessing end user licence data
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UK Data Service end user licence agreement

Live demonstration.

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/app/uploads/cd137-enduserlicence.pdf


Accessing Special Licence data
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• Live demonstration.



Special licence forms for group projects
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1. Project lead creates project on UK Data Service Project.
2. Project lead adds relevant studies to the project.
3. Project lead invites researchers to project.
4. Project lead fills in special licence application form.
5. Project lead cascades form to team members.
6. Project lead submits all completed forms to 

help@ukdataservice.ac.uk.

mailto:help@ukdataservice.ac.uk


Accessing Secure data
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• Live demonstration.



What we will cover in this session
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• UK Data Service and Finding data
‒ What is the UK Data Service?
‒ Data sources and who can access the data
‒ Data categorisation
‒ Finding data and activity

• How to access data 
‒Access conditions  
‒How to register for the UK Data Service
‒Catalogue entries
‒End user licence data 
‒Special licence data
‒Secure access data

• Useful resources and online tools 



Useful Resources - Online tools 
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• Nesstar
• UKDS.Stat
• InFuse

http://nesstar.ukdataservice.ac.uk/webview/
http://stats2.digitalresources.jisc.ac.uk/
https://infuse.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Nesstar
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Located in the left hand 
column is a full list of all 

Data Collections available 
Via NESSTAR

Using the left hand column 
you can expand menus to 
see the datasets metadata 
and variable descriptions

A dataset abstract is also 
provided on Nesstar, 

providing information out 
about the data 

Tabs across the top help 
you to tabulate and 
analyse variables



UKDS.Stat
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International macrodata can be accessed online 
using UKDS.Stat.

UKDS.Stat can be accessed via the ‘Online 
analysis tools’ tab in the ‘Find Data’ section 

of our website

These data are provided by a number of 
organisations such as the World Bank, 

OECD, and the United Nations

Allows the easy creation of time series data 
displayed as heatmaps and other 

visualisations.



InFuse
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http://infuse.ukdataservice.ac.uk



Getting in touch & FAQs
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Thank you for coming
Web: Contact the UK Data Service
Email: help@ukdataservice.ac.uk
Twitter: @UKDataService
YouTube: UKDataService
Other: UKDS on JiscMail, UKDS Data impact blog
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Any questions? ❓📧📧

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/contact/
mailto:help@ukdataservice.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/ukdataservice
https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKDATASERVICE
https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
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