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What we will cover in this session
• UK Data Service and finding data

‒ What is the UK Data Service?
‒ Data sources and who can access the data.
‒ Data categorisation.
‒ Finding data and activity.

• How to access data 
‒ Three-tier Access Policy.
‒ How to access open data.
‒ How to access safeguarded data.
‒ How to access controlled/secure data.
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What is the UK Data Service?

• Comprehensive resource funded by UKRI through the 
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC). 

• Access to secondary social science data.

• Support, training, and guidance.

• UK Data Archive (lead partner), JISC, CMI, University of 
Edinburgh, UCL.
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Sources of data

ReShare

• National statistical authorities.

• UK government departments.

• Intergovernmental organisations.

• Research institutes.

• Individual researchers.
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Who is it for?

• Academic researchers and students.

• Government analysts.

• Charities and foundations.

• Business consultants and data analysts.

• Independent research centres and think tanks.

• Independent researchers.

🌍🌍



Data categorisation 
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• By type: UK Surveys, Cross-national surveys, Longitudinal 
data and studies, International macrodata, Census data, 
Business microdata, Quantitative or Qualitative data, mixed 
methods data.

• By purpose: research, teaching.

• By theme: ageing, crime, economics , COVID-19, etc. 

• By geography:  Countries, small areas. 

• By access level: open, safeguarded, controlled.



Types of data available 

9



Quantitative data example
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SN 8059: Public Attitudes to Animal Research Survey, 2016. 

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=8059


Qualitative data example
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SN2000: Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 1870-1973.

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=2000


Finding Data: Catalogue search tool
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Finding Data: Catalogue search tool
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Finding data: Browse data
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Finding data: Browse data
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Finding Data: Browse data by theme

16



Browse data by theme
COVID-19 example
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Finding data:  Catalogue search tool
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HASSET Thesaurus
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HASSET Thesaurus
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HASSET Thesaurus
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Variable and question bank
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Variable and question bank: example
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QualiBank
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Practice catalogue search
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Search for one (or more, if you have time) of the following 
datasets in the catalogue:

• A dataset of your choice
• The most recent Health Survey for England
• Census microdata
• The series page for the Annual Population Survey
• A dataset on the topic of transport or travel
• A National Surveys of Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles 

(NATSAL) teaching dataset



What we will cover in this session

26

• UK Data Service and finding data
‒ What is the UK Data Service?
‒ Data sources and who can access the data.
‒ Data categorisation.
‒ Finding data and activity.

• How to access data 
‒ Three-tier Access Policy.
‒ How to access open data.
‒ How to access safeguarded data.
‒ How to access controlled/secure data.
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Three-tier Access Policy
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How to identify the access level



How to view access conditions
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Access conditions
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Open data
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• Legally not ‘personal data’.

• Open Licence.

• No registration or authentication required. 



Safeguarded data
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How to register and accept the EUL
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How to register and accept the EUL
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How to register and accept the EUL
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How to register and accept the EUL
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How to register and accept the EUL 
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How to register and accept the EUL 
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How to register and accept the EUL 
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How to register and accept the EUL 
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How to register and accept the EUL 
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How to register and accept the EUL 
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How to register and accept the EUL 

43



EUL only dataset example
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EUL only dataset example
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Creating a new project 
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EUL only dataset example
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EUL only dataset example
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Data deposited via Re-share (SN 85xxxx)
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Data deposited via Re-share (SN 85xxxx)
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Data deposited via Re-share (SN 85xxxx)
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Safeguarded data with special conditions
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Safeguarded data with special conditions
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Safeguarded data with special conditions
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Safeguarded data with special conditions
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Safeguarded data with special conditions
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Safeguarded data: Depositor permission
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Safeguarded data: Depositor permission
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Safeguarded data: Depositor permission
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Special licence
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Special licence
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Special licence
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Special Licence: Important information
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• Users interested in accessing Special Licence data are 
advised to read the information in the document Research 
Data Handling and Security: Guide for Users (PDF). This 
includes guidance on storing and accessing data securely, 
avoiding inadvertent statistical disclosure, and how to 
permanently destroy copies of data files.

• IMPORTANT: when applying for social survey data, we 
strongly recommend that you consider using less 
restrictive versions of the data that are available.

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/cd171-researchdatahandling/


Special Licence: Important information
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Controlled data through SecureLab
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Controlled data through SecureLab
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Which SecureLab application process?
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Q: How can I identify which application process to follow?

A: The ‘workflow’ will guide you through the relevant application process.



Example workflows
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Further help on all topics covered 
and online tools
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How to contact the UK Data Service?
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If you are unable to find what you 
need on our website, please 
complete our helpdesk form.

We aim to get back to you within 
five working days of receiving 
your completed form.

The form can be found at:
UK Data Service › Help

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/help


Thank you

Web: Contact the UK Data Service
Email: help@ukdataservice.ac.uk
X: @UKDataService
YouTube: UKDataService
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Any questions?

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/contact/
mailto:help@ukdataservice.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/ukdataservice
https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE

	�Finding and accessing data from the UK Data Service
	Can you hear us?​
	What we will cover in this session
	Mentimeter set up
	What is the UK Data Service?
	Sources of data
	Who is it for?
	              Data categorisation 
	Types of data available 
	Quantitative data example
	Qualitative data example
	Finding Data: Catalogue search tool
	Finding Data: Catalogue search tool
	Finding data: Browse data
	Finding data: Browse data
	Finding Data: Browse data by theme
	Browse data by theme�  COVID-19 example
	Finding data:  Catalogue search tool
	HASSET Thesaurus
	HASSET Thesaurus
	HASSET Thesaurus
	Variable and question bank
	Variable and question bank: example
	QualiBank
	Practice catalogue search
	What we will cover in this session
	Three-tier Access Policy
	How to identify the access level
	How to view access conditions
	Access conditions
	                             Open data
	Safeguarded data
	How to register and accept the EUL
	How to register and accept the EUL
	How to register and accept the EUL
	How to register and accept the EUL
	How to register and accept the EUL 
	How to register and accept the EUL 
	How to register and accept the EUL 
	How to register and accept the EUL 
	How to register and accept the EUL 
	How to register and accept the EUL 
	How to register and accept the EUL 
	EUL only dataset example
	EUL only dataset example
	Creating a new project 
	EUL only dataset example
	EUL only dataset example
	Data deposited via Re-share (SN 85xxxx)
	Data deposited via Re-share (SN 85xxxx)
	Data deposited via Re-share (SN 85xxxx)
	Safeguarded data with special conditions
	Safeguarded data with special conditions
	Safeguarded data with special conditions
	Safeguarded data with special conditions
	Safeguarded data with special conditions
	Safeguarded data: Depositor permission
	Safeguarded data: Depositor permission
	Safeguarded data: Depositor permission
	Special licence
	Special licence
	Special licence
	Special Licence: Important information
	Special Licence: Important information
	Controlled data through SecureLab
	Controlled data through SecureLab
	Which SecureLab application process?
	Example workflows
	Further help on all topics covered �and online tools
	How to contact the UK Data Service?
	Upcoming events 
	�
	Thank you



