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Providing pathways to show process

• We can define recommendations by the scale of 
‘immersion’ 

• Trajectories for defining and supporting process 
transparency

• Practical guidance based on real case studies of 
particular research approaches that highlight best 
practice and showcase good archived datasets

• UKDS Guide coming very soon!

• Aim: to encourage ‘trust’ in qualitative methods and show 
How To
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Transparency for students

http://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/thinking-ahead-data-
management/

http://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/thinking-ahead-data-management/


Methods materials: documentation

• Sampling, tech report, topic guides, fieldwork procedures, 
transcription method)

• Quali Election Study of Great Britain: 
https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue?sn=6861#documentation

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue?sn=6861#documentation


Some excellent documentation

• Anti-Politics: Characterising and Accounting for Political 
Disaffection, 2011-2012 
(https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=7855&type=Data%20catalogue)

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=7855&type=Data%20catalogue
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https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=4858&type=Data%20c
atalogue

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=4858&type=Data%20catalogue


More on 
sampling…

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=4858&type=Data%20c
atalogue

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=4858&type=Data%20catalogue


…and even more on sampling

The critical question to be asked about any sample is 
not whether they do or do not represent the general 
population from which they are drawn, but whether 
the characteristics on which they vary matter, given 
the focus and purposes of the study…

Furthermore, if it is intended that general statements 
about the incidence and prevalence of “adultery in 
Britain today” are to be made, then a sample would 
need to be drawn which represented the distribution 
of people “in Britain today”.  However, when a study 
is being undertaken in a new area, when it refers to 
an illicit behaviour which is surrounded by much 
secrecy, when it is intended not to make such grad 
statements but rather to look in depth and in detail at 
adultery, then this sample has certain advantages…

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=4858&type=Data%20c
atalogue

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=4858&type=Data%20catalogue


Affluent Worker: Interviewer comments

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=6512&type=Data%20catalogue

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=6512&type=Data%20catalogue


Denis Marsden’s reflection on “felt poverty”

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=5072&type=Data%20catalogue

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=5072&type=Data%20catalogue


Field notes

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=852476&type=Data%20catalogue

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=852476&type=Data%20catalogue


Creative documentation

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=852476&type=Data%20catalogue

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=852476&type=Data%20catalogue


Living Multicultural: blog

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=851852&type=Data%20catalogue

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=851852&type=Data%20catalogue


New possibilities with changing technology



Publish it to maximise benefits



The next step: linking to persistent data 

• QualiBank: persistent citation of sources. this extract 
(LINK: https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/QualiBank/Document/?cid=q-1dba72b1-
d148-40e7

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/QualiBank/Document/?cid=q-1dba72b1-d148-40e7


Reviewing a qualitative dataset

http://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/reshare-review-procedures/

http://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/reshare-review-procedures/


DANS Research Data Journal Review 
Procedures 



Advocacy and training

• Encourage disciplines to take note of existing good 
guidance on data sharing

• Guidance to include DOING process transparency

• Incorporate best practice in post-graduate courses 

• Introduce at undergraduate level – transparency and 
cheating
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Maureen Haaker
UK Data Archive
University of Essex

mahaak@essex.ac.uk
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