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Overview of the day
• Overview of UKDS
• UKDS website demos: 

finding and exploring data 
online 

• Questions
• Practical: use the UKDS 

website to find and explore 
data



What is the UK Data Service?

• A comprehensive resource 

funded by the ESRC

• A single point of access to a 
wide range of secondary 
social science data 

• Support, training and 

guidance



Who is it for?

• Academic researchers and students

• Government analysts

• Charities and foundations

• Business consultants

• Independent research centres

• Think tanks

ukdataservice.ac.uk



ukdataservice.ac.uk





Types of data collections
• Survey microdata

• Cross-sectional
• Panel / Longitudinal

• Aggregate statistics
• International macrodata

• Census data
• Aggregate data for 1971 -2011
• Microdata for 1961 - 2011

• Qualitative and mixed methods data



Sources of data

• Official agencies – mainly central government
• International government organisations
• Research institutions
• Individual academics - research grants
• Market research agencies
• Public records/historical sources



Survey microdata

• Individual or household level data which have 
been anonymised to prevent disclosure

• Need to be analysed using an analysis package 
like SPSS or Stata

• Very flexible as you can produce your own tables, 
populations and attributes



Survey microdata



Key data: UK surveys

• Labour Force Survey
• Annual Population Survey
• Health Surveys (England/Wales/Scotland) 
• Expenditure and Food Survey/Living Costs and Food 

Survey
• Crime Survey for England and Wales
• Family Resources Survey 
• ONS Omnibus/Opinions Survey
• General Household Survey/General Lifestyle Survey 
• Citizenship Survey 
• British Social Attitudes Survey



UK Surveys
• data about individuals or households
• often commissioned by the Government 

and conducted by the ONS or NatCen
• large sample sizes
• nationally-representative
• repeated cross-sectional surveys – a new sample of 

people every time the survey is run
• many surveys are repeated every year
• Well documented
• cover many topics including health, work, crime, social 

attitudes, family expenditure, living costs, housing etc.



Crime Survey for England and Wales 
(formerly the British Crime Survey)

• Topic: Experiences of crime 

• Estimate levels of crime 
• How and why crime happens

• Survey design

• Run since 1981
• Annual survey since 2001/02



Trends in domestic burglary, 1981-2011/12 
Crime Survey for England and Wales

Figure 8 from ‘Crime in England and Wales Quarterly First Release, March 2012’  www.ons.gov.uk

(thousands)



Longitudinal data

Similar to ‘UK Surveys’
• Individual level data
• Large samples, nationally-

representative
• Surveys are repeated, often 

annually
BUT
• They follow the same individuals over time
• New respondents are added regularly to keep 

numbers up



Key data: Longitudinal / Panel studies

• British Household Panel Survey (BHPS)
• Understanding Society
• English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA)
• National Child Development Study (NCDS)
• 1970 British Cohort Study (BCS70)
• Millennium Cohort Study (MCS)
• Understanding Society (UKHLS)
• Growing Up in Scotland (GUS)
• Longitudinal Study of Young People in England 

(LSYPE)



British Household Panel Survey

• Collected and deposited by the Institute for 
Social and Economic Research at the University 
of Essex

• Follows the members of 5,500 households first 
sampled in 1991 every year to 2008

• Coverage includes:
income, labour market behaviour, social and
political values, health, education, housing 
and household organisation



Understanding Society
• The follow-up to the BHPS. Expanded to 40,000 

households and 100,000 individuals including the 
original BHPS sample

• Coverage includes:
current employment and earnings; employment status; parenting 
and childcare arrangements; family networks; benefit payments; 
political party identification; household finances; environmental 
behaviours; consents to administrative data linkage (health and 
education).

• Also incorporates an innovation panel



Cohort studies
• Survey design: 

• Tracking individuals over time who were born in a particular period

• National Child Development Study (1958) 
• 1970 British Cohort Study
• Millennium Cohort Study (2000/01)

• different decades 
– examine generational change

• topics: Health/medical focus 
• social and economic circumstances



Aggregate data

• Aggregated: statistics or counts

• Units are geographical areas

• Can be used:
• as they are
• for further analysis – trends, relationships
• as contextual information 



International macrodata

• Time series data aggregated 
to country/region (Annual, 
Quarterly, Monthly)

• Regularly updated
• International governmental 

organisations (IMF, OECD, 
IEA, World Bank, UN)

• Wide range of socio-
economic topics



UK census data

• Small geographies
• Census outputs

• aggregate data
• flow data
• microdata
• boundary data

• 1971-2011 UK census data

• Used as baseline for other 

statistics

• Detailed combinations of 

characteristics



Qualitative data
Qualitative data is non-numeric information for example:

• interview transcripts     
• visual data 
• focus groups 
• essays 
• diaries 
• observation notes 
• documents 
• audio data
• open-ended survey questions 
• case notes
• newspaper clippings

Mixed methods approaches combine qualitative data 
with quantitative (numeric) data. 



Data access
• Web access to data and metadata

• Data are freely available to students in higher 
education institutions

• Data supplied in a variety of formats
- statistical package formats (e.g. SPSS, STATA) 
- databases and spreadsheets
- word processed documents, PDF documents etc.



Accessing data
• Open data = no authentication

(e.g. much of the international macrodata / census data) 

• Registration required 
for other data, click 

• Click Register/login 
on UK Data Service 
homepage (top right)

• Need help? See:
ukdataservice.ac.uk/
get-data/how-to-access/
registration



Access conditions

Data Type Access conditions

Open access
Most Census / International - Small
number of survey teaching datasets

Open access 

End User Licence
Most research datasets

Requires registration and user name and 
password
UK academics and students login using 
their institutional username and password

Special Licence
Most survey microdata with lower level 
geography

Restricted to ‘Approved Researchers’ 
under the Statistics and Registration Act

Secure access Restricted to ‘Approved Researchers’ and 
access limited through a physical or virtual 
environment 



Other resources and support

Webinars & 
Workshops
• See events pages

Guides & Video 
tutorials
• Topic 
• Dataset
• Methods and software

Helpdesk
• Individual support by 

e-mail

Case studies
• How others used the 

data



Demos

UK Data Service website:
• Finding data
• Tools
• Other useful resources and support

• www.ukdataservice.ac.uk



Questions


