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• CPS define stalking as “a pattern of Fixated, Obsessive, Unwanted and Repeated behaviour which is intrusive.”

• They also define cyberstalking as “Stalking or harassment can take place on the internet and via other 
technologies”.

• Captures various behaviours such as:

• Location tracking,

• Monitoring of online/offline behaviours,

• Constant communication.

• The CSEW is one method used to measure the prevalence of these and other crimes since the 1980s.

Introduction
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• CSEW is carried out annually and focuses on the crimes people experienced:

• In the last 12 months,

• Since they were 16.

• Types of perpetrator:

• Current or ex-partner,

• Family member,

• Anyone.

• Includes 3 self-completion modules: ‘Domestic Abuse, Sexual Victimisation, and 
Stalking’. 

• Within this module 6 behaviours of stalking are asked about.

CSEW & Stalking
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Our Research Questions

• (1) What is the prevalence and scope of cyberstalking compared to physical and cyber-enabled stalking? 

• (2) What demographic groups are more likely to experience cyberstalking? 

• (3) Are there any links between the participants’ experiences and their perception of whether it was a crime?
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Stalking Variables

• Cyberstalking was introduced to the CSEW in 2012/13, with the addition of these two questions:

• … has … ever sent you more than one unwanted email or social network message that was obscene 
or threatening and which caused you fear, alarm, or distress?

• … has … ever put personal, obscene, or threatening information about you on the internet on more 
than one occasion and which caused you fear, alarm, or distress?

• We split offline stalking into 2 variables:

• Physical stalking ((1) waited or loitered outside your home or workplace on more than one occasion 
and (2) followed you around and watched you on more than one occasion)

• Cyber-enabled stalking ((1) sent you more than one unwanted letter, text message or card that was 
either obscene or threatening and (2) made more than one obscene, threatening, nuisance or silent 
phone call to you)

• This sample includes 147,711 people

6



Perception Variables

• Perception of the experience was introduced in the 2014/15 wave with the question:

• You said that you have been pestered or harassed by someone in some way in the last 12 months. Which 
one of these do you think best describes what happened to you?

• It was a crime,

• It was wrong, but not a crime

• It was just something that happens

• None of these

• Don’t know/Can’t remember

• Don’t wish to answer

• This sample includes 4577 people
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Data Overview

• This dataset is nationally representative, more prominent 
demographics include:

• Women,

• White people,

• Heterosexual people.

• 45-59 year olds (this is less prominent).

• Some groups are collated in keeping with safe researcher 
standards.
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Prevalence and Scope of stalking types

• Most common stalking type experienced is cyber-
enabled stalking.

• Cyberstalking increased at a faster rate across the 
time period than physical stalking.

• 69.23% of participants stalked via cyber-enabled 
means were stalked ‘domestically’.

• Only 32.19% of participants are cyberstalked 
‘domestically’
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Prevalence and Scope of stalking types
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Figure 1: Trend in types of stalking by any perpetrator in the last 12 months between 2012/13 and 
2019/20 based on the Crime Survey for England and Wales.

Chart created by Madeleine Janickyj using Microsoft Excel. Data source: [Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2023]



Cyberstalking and demographic groups

11Table created by Madeleine Janickyj using Microsoft Excel. Data source: [Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2023]



Stalking and perception of crime

12Table created by Madeleine Janickyj using Microsoft Excel. Data source: [Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2023]



What are (potential) reasonings behind these views?

• Stalking is a gendered crime and impacts women more often than men; women are more often 
aware of the risks.

• Young people spend more time online than other age groups & many tech abuse behaviours are 
becoming normalized.

• Past experience with law enforcement may impact their view:

• Less police officers feel confident identifying cyberstalking vs typical stalking behaviours,

• People may have received dismissive responses in the past.

• People may see that if something has not yet been criminalised, it may not be ‘wrong enough’.
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• Over the last decade, cyberstalking has increased in prevalence faster than other stalking types 
and cyber-enabled stalking has decreased.

• The same groups most at risk of physical stalking (women, young people, and LGB participants) 
are also at risk of cyber and cyber-enabled stalking.

• Most common view was their experience was wrong but not a crime.

• Participants are more likely to view physical stalking as a crime than cyberstalking.

Conclusions
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Thank you!
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