
Data access continued
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• Web access to data and metadata.

• Data are freely available for use in higher education 
institutions.

• Data supplied in a variety of formats
- statistical package formats (e.g. SPSS, STATA) 
- databases and spreadsheets
- word processed documents, PDF documents etc.



Accessing data – step by step
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• Register with us via UK Federation using your university/UKDA username 
and password. 

• Agree to an End User Licence (EUL).
• Select the desired data from the Data Catalogue by clicking on the 

‘Download/Order’ button.
• Specify a project for which the data is to be used (minimum: 30-word 

description).
• Then: 

- download the data to local machine selecting your preferred format (SPSS, 
STATA, TAB etc.)
or
- place an order for the data and complete all relevant forms.



Help - How to download and order data
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How to download and order your data — UK Data Service

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/access-policy/how-to-download-and-order-your-data/


Data access conditions
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• Open Licence.

• End User Licence (EUL).

• Special Conditions (SC).

• Special Licence (SL)
Approved Researcher Status.

• Secure Lab Data Access (remote). 

• Secure Lab Data Safe Room Access (on-site).



Our data collections by access level continued
The Government Statistical Service 
Policy for the release of social survey 
microdata ensures compliance with 
the
- Code of Practice for Official 
Statistics (CoP), 
- Statistics and Registration Service 
Act (SRSA), 2007.

Policy for social survey microdata -
Office for National Statistics 
(ons.gov.uk)

Data access conditions Access level

Open Licence Open

End User Licence (EUL)
[Authentication]

Safeguarded 

Special Conditions (SC)
[Authentication]

Special Licence (SL) 
[Authentication, Accredited 
Researcher Status]

SecureLab Data Access (remote) 
[Authentication, Accredited 
Researcher Status, Training + Test]

Controlled 

SecureLab Data Safe Room Access 
(on-site)
[Authentication, Accredited 
Researcher Status, Training + Test]

https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/disclosurecontrol/policyforsocialsurveymicrodata


End User Licence
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“Every user is required to agree to an End User Licence outlining the 
terms and conditions of use of the data. This includes, for example,

• not to share data with anyone who is not authorised to access them; 

• not to use the data for commercial purposes, except with permission; 

• not to try to use the data to identify individuals, households or 
organisations; 

• to cite the data correctly and inform the UK Data Archive/UK Data 
Service of any publications; 

• not to disclose your login details to anyone else; 

• agreeing to meet any charges…”.



SecureLab Data Access (Controlled Data)
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• SecureLab data are not downloadable, access remotely from organisational desktop 
(or UKDA Safe Room).

• access requires accreditation as an Approved Researcher, completion of face-to-face 
training, and agreement to the Service's User Agreement and Breaches Penalties Policy.

• applications are screened by the UK Data Archive and the individual or institution having 
ownership of the data (or their designated authority), and access is only granted to those 
researchers requiring data for statistical research purposes and who can justify their need 
for the data.

• Access via web-based interface that uses secure encrypted Citrix Virtual Private Network 
technology.

• Outputs subject to Statistical Disclosure Control (SDC).



Exploring data online
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Online Analysis with Nesstar
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• Online data browsing and analysis system.

• Allows users to search for, locate, browse and analyse and download a wide variety of 
statistical data within a web browser. 

• UK Data Archive, as service provider for the UK Data Service, hosts a Nesstar server 
populated by its most popular data series.

• Registration is required for analysis such as cross tabulations and regressions.
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Online Analysis with Nesstar continued



MCS - Parenting skills



Nesstar – example (highest 
qualification)

nesstar.ukdataservice.ac.uk/webview/

""

http://nesstar.ukdataservice.ac.uk/webview/


Support and resources

63

• video tutorials/webinars

• student resources, 
data skills modules

• case studies

• guides

• themes

• advice on managing and sharing data

• teaching data and resources

• helpdesk, individual user support.



Learning Hub
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Learning Hub — UK Data Service

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/


Longitudinal Data Skills Module
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Data skills module: Introduction to longitudinal data - Overview 
(ukdataservice.ac.uk)

https://trainingmodules.ukdataservice.ac.uk/longitudinal/#/


Case Studies

66Case studies — UK Data Service

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/case-studies/


Browsing Case Studies

67All-studies — UK Data Service

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/all-case-studies/


Teaching with data

68Teach with real data — UK Data Service

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/teach-with-real-data/


Longitudinal teaching datasets
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Help
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Help — UK Data Service

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/


Longitudinal Data and Studies Help Page
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Longitudinal data and studies — UK Data Service

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/data-types/longitudinal-data-studies/


Hands-on practical
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Search task
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Please use the data catalogue to filter all ‘Cohort and Longitudinal Studies’. 

1. How many results for cohort and longitudinal studies are there being displayed?

2. How many Cohort and Longitudinal studies cover the topic of ‘Society and culture’?

3. How many of these are both ‘Safeguarded’ access datasets and cover the ‘United Kingdom’?

4.  What is the first result on page 1 for this search? What is the study name and number?

5.  Using the data catalogue, can you find a longitudinal dataset that would be useful in your 
research? 



Search task answers
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Please use the data catalogue to filter all ‘Cohort and Longitudinal Studies’. 

1. How many results for cohort and longitudinal studies are there being displayed? 
1147.

2. How many Cohort and Longitudinal studies are under the topic of ’Society and culture’?
297.

3. How many of these are both ‘Safeguarded’ access datasets and cover the ‘United 
Kingdom’?
94.

4. What is the first result on page 1 for this search? What is the study name and number? 
SN 7248 Understanding Society: Waves 1-13, 2009- 2022 Special Licence Access, Census 
2011 Lower Layer Super Output Areas.

5.  Using the data catalogue, can you find a longitudinal dataset that would be useful in your 
research? 



Data citation task
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1. Find the data citation for SN 6614 Understanding Society: Waves 1-13, 2009-2022 and 
Harmonised BHPS: Waves 1-18, 1991–2009  

(This can be found under the details tab)



Thank you.
support@ukdataservice.ac.uk
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