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Practical activity:
Searching for data 
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Examples of recent acquisitions
• SN 857447 Qualitative Interview Data From "Beyond 'Left Behind Places'" Project, 2021-2024
• SN 857500 US Military Concrete Barriers in Iraq, 2003-2008
• SN 853377 The Intersectional Effects of Disability and Social Class on Early Adulthood, 2024
• SN 857399 Centre for Climate Change and Social Transformations: Car-Free Living Trials, 2024
• SN 9255    What Worked? Policy Mobility and the Public Health Approach to Youth Violence, 2021-2023
• SN 857423 Afterlives of Muslim Asia, 2022-2023
• SN 857196 EU Migrant Workers Living in the East of England Pre and Post Brexit, 2015-2022
• SN 857420 Atmospheres of (Counter)Terrorism in European Cities: UK Interviews Transcripts, 2021-2023
• SN 9273    Care in the Time of COVID, 2020
• SN 855007 Girlhood and Later Life: Girls Growing Up in Britain 1954-1976 and the Implications for Later-Life Experience          

and Identity, 1939-2020
• SN 857285 Care-Experienced Graduates Decision-Making, Choices, and Destinations, 2021-2024
• SN 857315 Plastic Packaging in People's Lives: Consumer Insights, 2021-2022
• SN 857139 How Do Autistic Adults Conceptualise and Recover From Intimate Violence and Abuse, 2021-2023
• SN 857252 Veganism and Religion: Interviews, Diaries, and Field Notes Exploring the Understandings and Experiences of Faith 

      Vegans in the UK, 2021
• SN 857105 The Effect of Gig Economy Work: Interviews with Platform Workers, 2020-2021

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857447
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857500
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857377
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857399
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=9255
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857423
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857196
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857420
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=9273
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=855007
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=855007
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857285
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857315
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857139
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857252
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857252
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=857105


Accessing Data
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Access Options

OPEN
Available for download/online access under open licence without any registration

SAFEGUARDED
Available for download / online access to logged-in users who have registered and agreed to 

an End User Licence; special agreements (e.g. depositor permission or approved researcher); 
embargo for fixed time period

CONTROLLED
Available for remote or safe room access to authorised and authenticated users whose 

research proposal has been and who have received training



Data access

• If you are at a UK University, you can use your own 
institutional username and password to log in and register with 
the UK Data Service.

• If you are not at a UK University you will have to apply for a 
UK Data Archive username and password.
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http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/sign-up/credentials-application


Accessing data: registration

• Click on the ‘login’ link on the UK Data Service homepage
• Click on ‘login to the UK Data Service’
• Find your University (or UK Data Archive) in the list of 

institutions and proceed to the login page
• Enter your login details
• Complete the registration form as a new user
• Accept the End User Licence
• Use the download/order link for the dataset you wish to 

access and create a project description
• Download the data in your chosen format
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How to download data



Practical activity:
Download Data
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Getting started

Orient yourself to the original 
research project

• Documentation and metadata.
Understand the structure of the 
original data

• Context – at 3 levels.
• Sampling and recruitment.

Become familiar with the project 
data as a whole

• Logic of subsampling is volume prohibits 
reading it all.

• Both inductive and deductive strategies can 
work.
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Examples of qualitative documentation

• Interview topics, guides, prompts, or cue cards
• Blank consent form, participant information sheet, or call for recruitment
• Sampling strategy
• Instructions for research team
• Extracts from published work on methodology
• Funding applications or ethics proposal
• End of award reports
• Research meeting minutes
• Field notes/memos that form analysis
• Draftwork of initial analyses
• Codebooks or coding scheme
• Project websites...
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User Guide



Data List



Practical activity:
Documentation
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Useful tips – advice for new users

We have webpages for new users that provide information on

• how to find data with our search application – Data Catalogue

• how to register and access data

• what kinds of data we hold

• how you can get in touch.

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/ 
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/


Get connected

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us/contact.aspx

https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKdataservice

https://x.com/UKDataService

@UKDataService

https://www.facebook.com/UKDataService

https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE

***Powerpoint slides will be available on our website in due course and you can catch up on the  
recording on our Youtube channel. 

Check out our Twitter for more updates.***

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us/contact.aspx
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKdataservice
https://x.com/UKDataService
https://www.facebook.com/UKDataService
https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE


Upcoming events
Recurring Workshops:

• Data management basics
• Ethical and legal issues in data sharing.
• Introduction to copyright: Copyright and publishing.
• Getting started with secondary analysis.
• Consent issues in data sharing.
• Computational social science drop-in.
• Data documentation.
• Depositing your data with ReShare.
• Safe researcher training.

For more information and registration, see our Events Page

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/


Other resources

• Workshops and user meetings (check our news and events 
pages).

• Provide advice on research data management planning and 
preservation.

• Have you used our data in a publication or in the classroom? 
Please tell us about it. We will add your bibliographic citation 
to Discover and we can help to promote and demonstrate the 
impact of your research or teaching by featuring you in a Case 
Study.

• Got a query? See our help pages and FAQs.
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Thank you.
Maureen Haaker
mahaak@essex.ac.uk
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