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Introduction 

• Secure Lab service to Data Controllers 
 

• Support to/Partnership with ONS 
 

• Opportunities of the Digital Economy Act 
 



 
Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007 

 
• The UK Statistics Authority (and the Office for 

National Statistics) has the statutory objective 
to promote and safeguard the production and 
publication of official statistics to “serve the 
public good”… 

 
• …And to promote and assist statistical 

research, in particular by providing access to 
data. 
 



ONS Strategy 

• ONS will seek to maximise research use of its 
microdata holdings, to deliver clear and 
significant public benefits. 
 

but… 
 

• ONS will protect the confidentiality of data-
subjects at all times 
 



Secure Lab service to Data Controllers 

Unpublished 
Statistics 

Informed 
Researchers 

Public 
Benefit 

Unpublished Statistics: We will make our 
microdata available in a lawful and secure 
manner, for research, whilst maintaining 
the privacy of our respondents 
 
Informed Researchers: We will work with 
researchers to understand how best our 
portfolio of unpublished statistical data can 
be used for research.  
 
Public Benefit: We will facilitate statistical 
research that improves our knowledge of 
society, helping to make informed 
decisions that deliver public benefit. 



Secure Lab service to Data Controllers 

• The Secure Lab offers a solution: 
• A secure facility for researchers to use 

• Convenient access, clear controls and robust sanctions 
• Support to researchers throughout 

• Application process, training and advice 
• Expert advice to Data Controllers 
 

• ONS has it’s own Secure Research Service 
• Can’t do it alone – we need partners 

 
 



Current SRS Use 

Academia Government 3rd Sector 

Commercial 
• 300 projects 
• 1,500 researchers 

PwC 
“Facing Facts: the 
impact of migrants 

on London, its 
workforce and its 

economy” 

University of Sussex 
“Technical Change: 

Employment & 
Inequality…” 

University of 
Birmingham 

“Assessing cancer-risk 
in UK petroleum 
industry workers” Resolution 

Foundation 
“Trends in wages & 
income: 2003 - 2008 

University College 
London 

“Religiously mixed 
marriages in  

England & Wales” 

Bank of England 
“The role of tangible & 

intangible investment in 
driving productivity 

growth” 



Support to ONS 

• Multiple access routes to our data 
• Shared burden 
• Researchers can choose which is convenient 
• Coordinated training 
 

• Expert advice and benefit of experience 
• Approved Researcher review 
• Policy development 
• Nobody knows everything! 

 
 





 
Digital Economy Act 

• Sharing of public data for research purposes 
• Access to de-identified data (inc. linked data) for 

accredited research purposes only 
• UKSA as the Accreditor 

• Accredited Researchers and Projects 
• Consistent with ONS Approved Researcher scheme 

• Accredited Data Processors 
• Data linking/matching/preparation; and/or 

• Provision of a secure research facility 

• ONS will be A Processor, not THE Processor 

• Hope that UKDS will continue to work with us 

 

 



Data Available for Research in SL 

ONS Current 
OGD Data Data 

ONS will continue to make 
its own data available 

through the Secure Lab, and 
look to extend range of data 

offered. 

DEA Research DEA Stats 

SL Holds significant data 
from across Govt. 

 
ONS will access significant 
new data under ‘Statistics 

Strand’ of DEA. 
  

Will also seek to negotiate 
access for external 

researchers. 

ONS will acquire and 
curate Government data 
needed exclusively for 

research. 
 

We will seek to make 
these data available 

through all Processors 
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