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Longitudinal Data Skills Module

Content:

= Module introduction

UNIT 1: WHAT ARE LONGITUDINAL DATA?

— What are longitudinal data?

Introduction to longitudinal data

Finding longitudinal data
Longitudinal studies collect data about individuals, households, businesses or any other unit of observation over time so they can be used for following

changes over the life course. Learn what longitudinal studies are available, key features and issues with using longitudinal data and how to start some basic
analyses.

o Level: Introductory - but if you are new to surveys, we suggest you complete the surveys module first

o Time: approx. 2 hours (you can dip in and out of the materials and return as you like)

o Software: We use SPSS in the examples but you can do the examples in other statistical software. You can follow the module without having

Check your understanding

UNIT 2: WHAT DO PEOPLE USE LONGITUDINAL DATA FOR?

statistical software.
¢ Dataset: UK Household Longitudinal Study (Understanding Saciety) (End user licence version)

N ,
o Certificate of completion available: Yes What do people use longitudinal data for?

Use case 1: Does premature birth affect a child’s long-term health or development?

Use case 2: Using longitudinal data to explore the labour market

Data skills modules - UK Data Service

Use case 3: Enjoying Life & Living Longer

Use case 4: Parenting & contact before and after separation
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each with real data

S
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Find data Deposit data Learning Hub Training and events Contact

Home > Learning Hub > Teach with real data

TeaCh With real data Q  Search our learning hub

Using real research data

Accessing and sharing data for
teaching

Teaching datasets Use real research data to bring social science learning to life.

Teaching resources: qualitative data Most of our data collection can be used in teaching. We also have dedicated teaching datasets and

resources to support teaching and learning.
Teaching resources: quantitative data
This section gives information about accessing and sharing data for teaching, teaching datasets,

Teaching resources: data management and resources.

Schools Looking for ways to bring more data into the classroom? For an overview, view our brochure on
Data-driven learning and teaching (PDF).

Looking for what's available for students?

« Our students resources pages provide information and resources to help students
access and manage data.
o We have resources for dissertation students with guides on how to manage research

data (including templates for consent) and planning a dissertation project using survey
data.

o Undergraduate students using data from the UK Data Service can also enter our
Dissertation Award.

Example: Understanding Society: COVID-
19 Study Teaching Dataset, 2020-2021

Teach with real data - UK Data Service

Teaching datasets

Our teaching datasets are based on real data but in a more accessible form for teaching and
learning. This guide offers a quick overview of available datasets dividied into categories of core,
special topic, open access and census.

Do you want data...

e that is user-friendly and reliable? Our core teaching datasets are based on major UK social
surveys. They are updated every few years with consistent content and formatting.

that is interesting or unique? Our special topic teaching datasets include data from unique
surveys on important topics such as ethnicity, experiences of the covid-19 pandemic, and
sexual attitudes and lifestyles.

that is easy to download and share? We have a growing collection of open access teaching
datasets containing data from UK Surveys. These datasets can be downloaded without
registration and shared with students.

from the UK Census? We have teaching files containing samples of microdata from the UK
Census going back to 1961.

Teaching datasets
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Case studies
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Finddata | Depositdata | LearningHub

Home » Impact > Case studies

Case studies

Business and economy

Regional Productivity Differences in Great
Britain

How can

ackle work insecurity inthe UK? >

How does the minimum wage impact on

employment and hours?

The complexities of using survey data to

understand the influence of unions

Learning and skills

Designing a future economy: Developing

design skills for productivity and innovation

Exploring the ‘Middle’ in GCSE attainment >

Training and events

Environment and sustainability

How can the impact of domestic energy

>
efficiency policies in the UK be maximised?
Sick and stuck at home? Does living »
health challenges influence people’s energy >
use?
Tracking progress on health and climate
change: Creating health and climate change >
indicators for The Lancet Countdown
challenges surroundingbig
N
-
Science and technology
Tech Nation Report 2018 >
Data analysis to inform research on the size,
dynamics and geographic clusters >
digital tech industry activity in the UK
Creative clusters in the UK >

B Login

Contact

Health and wellbeing

Food and You 2: The official st

survey of
consumers’ knowledge, attitudes and

behaviours related to food

The Good Childhood Report : How can

the damaging decline in childre:

s wellbeing

be overturned?

Effect of a Low-Intensity PSA-Based Screening
Intervention on Prostate Cancer Mortality -

University of Bristol

sing progress in protecting non-smokers

from secondhand smoke

Social policy and communities

The Gender Equality Index UK: what doe:

T

gender equality look like in the UK today?

The health case for Basic Income

v

S
|Fé UK Data Service

Find data Deposit data Learning Hub Training and events

Home > Impact > all-studies

All case studies

(Category v) (Year v) Showing;

The Gender Equality Index UK: what does gender equality
look like in the UK today?

November 2025
Authors: Dr Caitlin Schmid, Dr Chimdimma Noelyn Onah, Professor Anne Laure
Humbert, Dr Victor Sojo Monzon & Dr Minna Cowper-Coles

Institution: Kings College London, King's Global Institute for Women's Leadership

Food and You 2: The official statistics survey of
consumers’ knowledge, attitudes and behaviours related
to food

March 2025
Authors: Beth Armstrong

Institution: University of Sheffield

The impacts of poverty on children’s social, emotional and
behavioural outcomes.

September 2024
Authors: Morag Treanor and Patricio Troncoso
Institution: University of Glasgow, University of Edinburgh

Regional Productivity Differences in Great Britain

August 2024
Authors: Professor Richard Harris and Dr. John Moffat

Institution: Durham University

Case studies - UK Data Service
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Help

Find data Deposit data Learning Hub Training and events About News Impact Contact |$> UK Data Service a OLogin
I
IEDEEE NI - I
Home » Hel
L P Home > Help > Different types of data > Longitudinal data and studies
Help Search our help art Longitudinal data and studies
Q Se elp articles
) ) . Accessing longitudinal studies
Registration Advice for new users How to get data and access _
information Longitudinal studies involve repeated observations of the same subjects, allowing researchers to analyse change at the individual level.
The UK is home to several key longitudinal studies, including major panel and internationally-renowned cohort studies including those listed below.
1970 British Cohort Study v
SecureLab Different types of data Exploring data online
British Household Panel Survey v
How to deposit data Searching for data General CLOSER v
English Longitudinal Study of Ageing v
Homeworking Other data providers
Growing Up in Scotland v
Millennium Cohort Study v
Contact our helpdesk _
— National Child Development Study v
If you are still unable to find the information you need in our website, please complete the short form to contact our helpdesk and user support services.
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/data-types/longitudinal-data-studies/
Getintouch >

Help - UK Data Service
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Any questions before we move on to the hands-
on practical?
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Hands-on practical
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A) Search Task

Use the data catalogue at https://datacatalogue.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

1. Type “longitudinal” into the Data Catalogue ‘Search data’ bar. What is the number of
‘Studies’ and ‘Series’ that come up as results?

2. Use the Topic’ filter on the left-hand side to filter results by ‘Social and occupational
mobility’. How many ‘Studies’ get returned in this search?

3. Of these, how many studies have the data access level ‘Controlled’ and cover the
geographic location of ‘Great Britain'?

4. What is the first result on page 1 for this search? What is the study name and number?
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Thank you.

support@ukdataservice.ac.uk
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