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Types of access levels and conditions

Each dataset held in the UK Data Service collection has a designated 
access level.

We provide access to data via a three-tier access policy:
• Open.
• Safeguarded.
• Controlled (also known as secure).

The UK Data Service provides the different levels of research access 
as agreed with the data owners, they do not own any of the data they 
provide access to.
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How to identify the access level
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Live Demo
How to assign datasets to your project and view their 
respective workflows 
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Who can apply for Secure Access data?

• Except for selected non-ONS datasets made available via our 
IDAN agreements, controlled datasets are only available to 
researchers who are both physically based in the UK and 
affiliated to a UK organisation that would take legal 
responsibility for their data access.

• Some datasets are restricted to access by researchers in 
institutions of UK Higher and Further Education.

• PhD students must apply jointly with their supervisor(s). Their 
supervisor(s) must complete all necessary application forms 
and attend training as directed during the application process.
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about/research-and-development/international-data-access-network-idan/


The Five Safes, a framework for safe data 
access
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The Five Safes
Research projects are approved by data owners 
for the public good.

Safe projects
+

Researchers are trained and authorised to use 
data safely.

Safe people
+

SecureLab (TRE) environment prevents 
unauthorised use.

Safe setting
+

Data is treated to protect any confidentiality 
concerns.

Safe data
+

Screened and approved outputs that are non-
disclosive.

Safe outputs
=

Safe use

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/secure-lab/what-is-the-five-safes-framework/
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Application components
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Secure Access User Agreement

Project Application 

Accredited Researcher 

Safe Researcher Training

SecureLab account setup
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Project Application 

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/find-data/access-conditions/secure-application-requirements/

Q: How can I identify which application process to follow?

A: The ‘workflow’ will guide you through the relevant application process.
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Examples
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SN 8848  

Next Steps: Linked 
Administrative 

Datasets (Student 
Loans Company 
Records), 2007 - 

2021: Secure 
Access
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SN 8481  

Millennium Cohort 
Study: Linked 

Education 
Administrative 

Datasets (National 
Pupil Database - 

KS1-KS5), England, 
2003-2021: Secure 

Access
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SN 9258

Understanding 
Society: Main 
Survey, Linked 

Credit Reference 
Agency (CRA) 

Dataset, 2009-2021: 
Secure Access
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SN 9030

Millennium Cohort 
Study: Linked Health 

Administrative 
Datasets (Hospital 
Episode Statistics), 

England, 2000-
2023: Secure 

Access
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SN 7421

Vacancy Survey, 
2005-2025: Secure 

Access
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What happens next? 

• Initial application screening, training checks and invitations (Access Team).

• Validity checks. (User Support Team).

• Technical checks and SecureLab project set-up (Technical Support Team).

• Data owner/s receive the completed application.

• Project accreditation.

• SecureLab accounts are delivered to the applicants, and access is granted 
(subject to data owner/s approval and project accreditation).
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SecureLab Home working access 

• Additional measures agreed with data owners to facilitate access to Secure 
data outside of institutional environments.

• Is my SecureLab project eligible for homeworking?

• Compulsory homeworking application process.

• Screening and technical checks.

       https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/homeworking/securelab-working-from-home/
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Thank you.
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Register for the UK 
Data Service

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/myaccount/login ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/
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UK Data Service 
training and events
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