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WWoorrkksshhoopp 33:: TTeelllliinngg aa ssttoorryy wwiitthh ddaattaa



What we are covering:

� Introduction
� Presentation � telling a story with data
� Quiz
� Demonstration � finding, exploring and downloading data
� Activity � in own time, 10 mins
� Feedback from activity
� Questions and discussion



IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn



What is the UK Data Service?

� A comprehensive resource funded by the Economic and 
Social Research Council (ESRC)
� A single point of access to a wide range of secondary social 

science data 
� Support, training and guidance



Workshop objectives

� Promote UKDS data and resources to third sector users.
� Increase understanding of how data can be used within a variety of 

organisations and settings.
� Support you to access relevant data.
� Enable you to produce evidence by enhancing data knowledge and 

skills.



Social Surveys and the Third Sector

� Services: Improving outcomes for marginalised groups, reducing 
inequalities, providing a range of support to those most in need.
� Funding: relies on demonstrating the need and the potential impact 

of an intervention. 
� UKDS: Social survey and census data can help provide context and 

demonstrate where services are most needed.
� Many third sector organisations are small, often there is no dedicated 

research team. Often it may fall to the people delivering the services 
to also provide the evidence of need and impact.



Our main data types
� Aggregate Data
� International macrodata � country level time series data
� Census tabular data

� Microdata
� UK surveys (e.g. Labour Force Survey)
� Census microdata
� International comparative surveys (e.g. European Social Survey)
� Business data

� Other data
� Mixed methods data 
� Qualitative data



TTeelllliinngg aa ssttoorryy wwiitthh ddaattaa



Why use social survey data?

� Large datasets, findings generalizable to the population
� Quantifiable evidence
� Explain a social problem
� Provides context and justify the need for services

Can be used alongside other evidence from 
project delivery.



Aim

To investigate the 
influence of emotional 

support on the quality of 
life of older cancer 

survivors.



Macmillan Cancer Support

� �Age old excuse� campaign



Data
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Figure: Age distribution by treatment intensity � by number of people, and by percentage of treatment catergory



Independent Age

�This project set out to explore the reality of life 
for older people whose voices can be less often 

heard in debates about ageing, and what is 
important for people in this age group.� 



Mixed methods

Scoping review �
what we know

In-depth 
qualitative 
interviews

Analysis of 
quantitative 
survey data



Data



Findings https://www.independentage.org/in-focus



http://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/



FFiinnddiinngg ddaattaa



Ways to find data

� Search the catalogue
� Will search the title of the 

datasets, keywords and abstract.
� Broad connections to topics.

� Key data and theme pages
� Browse our most popular 

datasets, by data type.
� Browse specifically for data on 

particular themes.
� Variable and Question Bank

� Search for specific questions.



Open up and look at the data

� Exploring via Nesstar
� Registering and downloading data



Making sense of your data
To understand data and it�s suitability 
for your research you must 
understand�
� what information was collected
� from whom
� when and where
� any changes to the raw data before 

being archived

Use documentation 
� user guides
� questionnaires 
� interview schedules



Research plan
The question or 

problem

Locate data

Evaluate data

Analyse 



QQuuiizz



FFiinnddiinngg ddaattaa ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn



AAccttiivviittyy







Work through the handout 

� Follow the handout instructions
� You can post questions in the chat box in GoTo Webinar
� Work through the exercise in your own time
� Answer the questions at the end
� We will come back together at 3pm to discuss the activity and any 

other questions



Activity questions

First, did you complete the activity?

1. How many respondents in the BSA Survey 2016 replied to variable 
CCBELIEV with the answer: I don't believe that climate change is 
taking place?

2. What percentage of respondents in the British Social Attitudes 
Survey 2016 replied to variable CCBELIEV with the answer: I don't 
believe that climate change is taking place?

3. What do people think about climate change? What attitudes 
potentially need to change? 

4. What is the main data collection method for the British Social 
Attitudes Survey, 2016?











DDiissccuussssiioonn



WWhhaatt nneexxtt??



UKDS and the Third Sector

� We want to support data use 
� Networks to link in to?

� Consulted with Greater Manchester Third Sector Research Network
https://www.gmcvo.org.uk/Greater-Manchester-Third-Sector-Research-
Network
� Advertised via Voluntary Sector Studies Network (VSSN)
� Planning on attending �Times like these� Conference

� FAQ from workshops to be produced
� Workshops and handouts will remain available
� Can create further resources



Online resources

� Guides
� Videos
� Webinars
� Data Skills Modules



Methods and Software Guides

For example:
� SSooffttwwaarree gguuiiddeess

� What is Stata?
� What is SPSS 20 for Windows?
� Using R to analyse key UK surveys

� SSuurrvveeyy ddaattaa
� What is weighting?
� What is complex sample design?
� What are hierarchical files?



Videos

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE



Webinars

https://ukdataservice.ac.
uk/news-and-
events/events



Data Skills Modules

� Survey data
� Aggregate data
� Longitudinal data
� Glossary

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk
/use-data/data-skills-
modules.aspx



Thank you
web: https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/ YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE
email: help@ukdataservice.ac.uk
twitter: @UKDataService

Visit the
UK Data Service


