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Background – the project 



What are the main factors responsible for the 
loss of human lives.

 The tension between the term ‘migrant’ and 
the term ‘refugee’. 

 The paradox of differential mobilities and 
asymmetrical conceptualisation of rights

 The migration crisis as a neo-orientalist 
discourse

 The alternative visions born out of emergency 
migration encounters



 Source: Amnesty International 2014 Report. 

Fortress Europe 
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Minister Papoutsis posing 

for the local media at the newly 

constructed fence. 

The fence of Evros
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The effects of border intensification
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Sites of exception 
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Kara-depe, Lesvos, 
reception centre. 
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Bureaucracy
‘recording’ refugees in camps 
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There is no hope of democracy in the Middle East:
While Egypt bleeds, Syria haemorrhages, with as many as 1,300 
people killed in a government attack on Wednesday.

[random title from news agency]
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A young Egyptian man prepares for his journey 
to Europe (interview by BBC journalist)  

"I'm now trying to save as much money as I 
can so I can go to Turkey and get on one of the 
boats which take people over to Europe. It's 
easy enough to do because when you are 
walking in Turkey, the traffickers see you are 
an Arab and offer you the chance.
"I would rather drown than spend the rest of 
my life here in Egypt. I want to go to Germany 
because they welcome people like me. 
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Truman… Kennedy… Johnson… Nixon… Carter…  
Reagan… Bush…. Clinton…. Bush… Obama…   
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Old ladies 
in Lesvos 
feeding 
refugee 
baby.

Local fisherman rescues people 
in Lesvos
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Izmir Syria

1922 2015

Photo-synthesis that became viral in 
social media. 



10. 10. 2015: Police officers in Thessaloniki run the local 
Marathon in solidarity with the refugees. In their facebook

page they state: “We are all refugees. Yes we are. This is 
what our grandfathers and grandmothers have been”. 
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http://transitorylives.net

https://www.facebook.com/transitorylives.migrationcrisis

Follow us…. 


