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The Office for Statistics Regulation

• The regulatory arm of the UK 
Statistics Authority

• Promote and safeguard the 
production 
and publication of official 
statistics

• Do not produce statistics 
and are 
separate from the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS)

UK Statistics Authority
(UKSA)

Office for 
National 
Statistics

(ONS)

Office for 
Statistics 

Regulation
(OSR)



Our role
How statistics are produced

We uphold the trustworthiness, quality and value of statistics and 
data used as evidence

How statistics are used
We protect the role of statistics in public debate

How statistics are valued
We develop a better understanding of the public good of statistics



In a world of abundant data, we want people to have confidence in 
statistics produced by the public sector

Our vision

Our vision is that statistics 
serve the public good by:

Informing
decisions

Allowing people to 
hold governments 

to account

Enhancing 
understanding on 

topics of high public 
interest



Click to add text

The Code of Practice for Statistics



Three pillars of the Code
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TRUSTWORTHINESS

Trustworthiness is about having confidence in 
the people and organisations that produce 
statistics and data. 

It comes from the organisation that produces 
statistics and data being well led, well managed 
and open, and the people who work there being 
impartial and skilled in what they do.
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QUALITY

Quality means that the data and methods used 
produce assured statistics. 

It requires skilled professional judgement about 
collecting, preparing, analysing and publishing 
statistics and data in ways that meet the needs 
of people who want to use the statistics.
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VALUE

Value ensures that the statistics support 
society’s needs for information. 

It means that the data and statistics are useful, 
accessible, and produced efficiently, and that 
the producers are focused on their users so 
their needs can be anticipated.



How we do it

Regulatory 
work

Voluntary 
application 
of the Code

Research Data and 
methods

Policy and 
standards Insight
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Examples of the statistics we cover



Examples of labour market and welfare 
regulatory work



Examples of labour market and welfare 
regulatory work
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Regulatory work to date

2022
• May 2022 – TLFS review announced
• Nov 2022 – Initial findings published

2023
• July 2023 – TLFS progress update published
• Nov 2023 – review of LFS experimental 

statistics published

2024
• March 2024 – review of reintroduced LFS-

derived labour market statistics published



Findings: TLFS progress update July 2023

Findings: TLFS progress 
update July 2023

Included:
• A summary of progress made 

against our initial 
recommendations

• An additional recommendation 
that emerged as the 
transformation work had 
developed



Findings: Review of reintroduced LFS data 
March 2024

Clearer communication about its plans and prioritisation of work to improve the 
LFS including its response to user needs for more time series data.

Communicating LFS updates and developments with the Transformed LFS 
together in a way which users can easily access and understand.

Improved communication around the uncertainty in the data and what this means 
for use of this data.

A more consistent approach to communicating data quality issues and the impact 
of improvements to the data.

The publication of updated information setting out the principles and quality 
criteria it will consider in making further LFS improvements and the transition to 
the TLFS



Common themes

Clear and open communication

Coherent and joined-up approach

Involvement of and engagement with 
users

The quality criteria



What next

ONGOING ENGAGEMENT, 
SUPPORT, CHALLENGE 

WITH ONS

UPDATE IN THE SUMMER 
ON LFS

FURTHER ENGAGEMENT 
WITH USERS



Thank you for listening

Visit OSR’s website: 
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/

Follow OSR on X: 
@StatsRegulation

Visit the Code website: 
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/

Feel free to contact us:
regulation@statistics.gov.uk

To get in touch or find out more:

https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://twitter.com/StatsRegulation
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
mailto:siobhan.tuohy-smith@statistics.gov.uk


Thank you
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