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Overview of the first part of the session

•  What is the UK Data Service?

•  Who is it for?

•  How can we help you

•  What types of data do we hold?

•  Questions?
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What is the UK Data Service?

• The UK Data Service is the principle repository for economic, population, and social research 
data in the UK

• We are the largest trusted digital archive of its kind, storing long-term access to high quality 
Social Science data since 1967

• Funded by the UKRI and ESRC. 
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Cont…What is the UK Data Service?

• We provide researchers across academia, government, and policy organisations with high 
quality data and resources to generate impactful insights. 

• Among these resources there is: research training, policy advising and the building of 
protocols that set the standard the data services sector. 

• We have a data impact blog showcasing the impact of our research.
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Users access +190K datasets 
each year from our platform. 

We have over 10,000 
datasets in our collection.

Quick Facts:

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/


Who is it for?

• Academic researchers and students.

• Government analysts.

• Charities and foundations.

• Independent research centres and think tanks.

• Business consultants and data analysts.
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*A project is deemed commercial when the intended use of the data does not have a public benefit and revenue 
is being generated through its use.



How could the UK Data Service help you?

• Wide range of datasets on a wide range of topics.

• Tools to access different datasets.

• Training and data specific events held throughout the year.

• Support throughout your whole project, from initial application to project end.

• SecureLab access environment.
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Sources of data

• National statistical authorities.

• UK government departments.

• Intergovernmental organisations.

• Research institutes.

• Individual researchers.

7

ReShare



Any questions so far?
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Overview of the second part of the session

• Types of data –breakdown of each, examples and tools.

• Finding data –exploring the catalogue.

• Registering to the UKDS. 

• Accessing data – Different application types and tips.

• Which resources we hold?

• Questions?
9



10

Types of data

Survey microdata

Major UK Surveys
Longitudinal 

Studies
Cross-national 

Surveys

International 
macro-data

Multi-national 
aggregate 

databanks and 
survey data

Census

Aggregate data for 
1971- 2021

Microdata for 1991-
2021

Flow data
Boundary data

Qualitative/Mixed 
methods

Range of 
multimedia 

qualitative data 
sources

Mix of qualitative 
and quantitative 

data



Survey Microdata

• Anonymised individual or household level data.

• Large sample sizes.

• Nationally-representative.

• SPSS, Stata, or R.
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Survey Microdata
Types of datasets Type of data Samples Available Examples
Major UK Surveys

Cross-national 
Surveys

Longitudinal Studies

Anonymised individual 
or household level 
data.

Large sample sizes

Nationally 
representatives

Flexible

Crime Survey for 
England and Wales 
(1982-)

British Social Attitudes 
Survey (1983 -)



Longitudinal data: Panel and 
cohort data

• One key difference – it follows the same 
individuals or households over time.

• Change at individual level over time.

• Two main types – panel and cohort. 
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Cross-sectional dataset 

• Data for a single point in time.

• Many UK surveys are repeated cross-
sectional, large, nationally 
representative

• The same information asked each time.

• Can be used to track trends over time. 



Key datasets

• Crime Survey for England and Wales (1982-)
• Information about levels of crime, public attitudes to crime, and 

other related issues.
• Asks people about crimes they have experienced in the last 

year.
• An important alternative to police records.

• British Social Attitudes Survey (1983 -)
• Runs annually. 
• Measure of public views on a range of topics such as work, 

equalities, welfare, health, and how the country is run.
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Dataset Type Focus Sample size

Crime Survey for 
England and Wales 
(1982 - present)

Cross-sectional Levels of crime & public attitudes to 
crime.

33,000 people 
approx.

British Social 
Attitudes Survey 
(1983 - present)

Cross-sectional Public views on a range of topics 
such as work, equalities, welfare, 
health, and how the country is run.

17,000 people 
approx.

Understanding 
Society 
(1991 - present)

Longitudinal – 
Panel

Wellbeing of subjects in health, 
work, education, income, family, 
and social life in the UK.

40,000 
households 
approx.

National Child 
Development Study 
(1958 - present)

Longitudinal – 
Cohort

Physical and educational 
development, economic 
circumstances, employment, 
social/family life and attitudes.

17,000 approx.



Cross-national surveys
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• Allow comparisons across different countries through 
standardized comparative survey data.

• Large sample sizes.
• Flexible.
• International governmental organisation funded.

Examples:
o Young Lives: an International Study of Childhood Poverty. 
o Young Lives: School Survey. 
o European Values Study. 
o European Working Conditions Survey. 



International Macrodata 
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International Macrodata 
Types of datasets Type of data Samples Available Examples
Aggregate or macro 
data such as World 
Bank, IMF 

Time series data 
aggregated to 
country/region 

Predominantly 
indicators of national 
performance and 
development

Large sample sizes

International 
governmental 
organisation funded

OECD Economic 
Outlook
IMF World Economic 
Outlook (WEO)

*The topics include national accounts, industrial production, employment, trade, human 
development, etc.



International Macrodata: Tools
• International Aggregate Data from the UK Data Service 
 We recommend using Mozilla Firefox with this tool 

• Hosts hundreds of economic and social datasets provided by the World Bank, 
OECD, International Monetary Fund, United Nations, and International Energy 
Agency.

• View by data provider.

• Extract the information you require.

• User guides and video tutorials available - Accessing, exploring and 
visualising international data.
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https://internationaldata.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://internationaldata.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4rAlaAEkVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4rAlaAEkVQ


UK Census data
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UK Census Data
Types of datasets Type of data Samples Available Examples
Census Aggregate

Boundary

Flow

Microdata

Large sample sizes

Nationally 
representatives

Plenty demographic 
and socio-economic 
variables

UK Census Data



Types of Census data:
• There are 4 kinds of census data available from the UKDS:

• Aggregate

• Boundary.

• Flow. 

• Microdata.
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Type Description Available from
Aggregate Provide counts, usually of individuals or 

households with particular characteristics 
for an area

2001 & 2011
(InFuse)

Boundary Boundaries for each census in a range of 
Geographic Information System (GIS) 
formats.

from 1981 to 2021
(Boundary selector)

Flow Records of the flows of people between 
places for each census

from 1981 to 2011
(WICID)

Microdata Anonymised individual level records 
sampled from a single census

1961 to 2021 (individual datasets)

1851 to 1911 (I-CeM)



Census tools- InFuse
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We recommend using Mozilla Firefox with this tool InFuse

https://infuse.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Census tools: Boundary data
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Youtube Video:
How to download boundary data

We recommend using Mozilla Firefox with this tool 

https://borders.ukdataservice.ac.uk/easy_download.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGCICIUaHtE


Census flow data

• Flows of people between places – there is an origin and destination.

• Two main types: commuting and migration.

• Data available through the WICID tool. 
 We recommend using Mozilla Firefox with this tool
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https://wicid.ukdataservice.ac.uk/flowdata/cider/wicid/query.php?wicid_Session=878320b4c4fcae761054d8f65a3f3a09


Census microdata

• Anonymised individual level records.

• Flexible.

• Samples of 1% – 5%.

• Lots of topics. 
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I-CeM Data 1901 Census - I-CeM - Occupations tally table



Qualitative/Mixed Methods
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Qualitative/Mixed Methods

Types of datasets Type of data Samples Available Examples

Qualitative focused 
datasets

Interview transcripts, 
diaries, anthropological 
field notes, audio-
visual recordings, and 
images.

Varied Look up QualiBank.

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/QualiBank


QualiBank
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UK Data Service website
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Catalogue search tool
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Finding Data: Catalogue search tool
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Finding Data: Variable search and question bank
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Variable and question bank: example
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Three-tier Access Policy

Controlled/ Secured Data

Registered users who 
are Safe Research 

accredited and complete 
the Secure Access 

application.

Safeguarded Data

Special Licence and 
Depositor 

Permission/Commercial 
Licence

Registered users who 
complete the 

Depositor/Commercial 
application or the Special 

Licence application

Self certified datasets
Any registered user (in 

some datasets, they 
follow a required 

condition)

Open Data
Open licence. – minimal 

restrictions might be 
applicable. For example, 
non-commercial use only

Downloadable via 
UKDS website

Not-downloadable 
(SecureLab 

environment)

Safeguarded Data 
requiring application

Downloadable 
If application
Is approved



Registering with the UK Data Service

• UK Higher education/Further education- sign in through your institution.

• If not, request a username.
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https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/myaccount/login
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/myaccount/credentials


How to register and accept the EUL
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Cont…How to register and accept the EUL 
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Cont..How to register and accept the 
EUL 
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Requesting dataset example



Cont…Requesting dataset example
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Cont..Requesting dataset example
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Creating a new project 
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Safeguarded dataset example
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Safeguarded data with special conditions
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Data deposited via Re-share (SN 85xxxx)
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Safeguarded data: Commercial Access



Safeguarded data: Commercial License
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Special Licence example
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Special Licence: Important information
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• Users interested in accessing Special Licence data are 
advised to read the information in the 
document Research Data Handling and Security: Guide 
for Users (PDF). This includes guidance on storing and 
accessing data securely, avoiding inadvertent statistical 
disclosure, and how to permanently destroy copies of 
data files.

• IMPORTANT: An application will not be approved unless 
you fully justify your need for the specific dataset. 

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/cd171-researchdatahandling/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/cd171-researchdatahandling/
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Secure Access Datasets 



Controlled/Secure data
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• Data classified as personal information or personal data and 
data that are particularly sensitive, commercially or otherwise.

• Use of data is subject to the End User Licence Agreement (PDF) 
and facilitated via the Five Safes framework.

• These data are made available to registered, authenticated, 
trained and accredited researchers, with projects approved by 
the data owner(s) through a secure connection method.

• Before access is given to the UK Data Service SecureLab, each 
team member and a suitable delegated authority in their 
institution must sign our Secure Access User Agreement (PDF).

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/app/uploads/cd137-enduserlicence.pdf
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/secure-lab/what-is-the-five-safes-framework/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/app/uploads/cd140-secureaccessagreement.pdf
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The Five Safes
Is this an appropriate use of the data? Safe projects

+
How trustworthy are the researchers? Safe people

+
Does the environment prevent misuse? Safe setting

+
Is the data detail appropriate? Safe data

+
Is there any confidentiality risk from publication? Safe outputs

=
Safe use

Secure Access Datasets 



Resources for using data
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Help pages
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Useful Links

We have the links mentioned in the presentation listed below:

• Youtube channel - UK DATA SERVICE – YouTube

• Data Catalogue - UK Data Service › Studies

• Help Desk Webform 

• Browse Data Page – Browse.
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https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE
https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE
https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/?Search=#!?Search=&Page=1&Rows=10&Sort=0&DateFrom=440&DateTo=2023
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/help
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/find-data/browse/


Register for the UK 
Data Service

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/myaccount/login ukdataservice.ac.uk/training-events/
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UK Data Service 
training and events



Any questions?
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• An evaluation survey will be emailed to all attendees.

• Your feedback will help us improve future presentations.
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Evaluation survey



Thank you
UK Data Service: Get in Touch
BlueSky
LinkedIn
Newsletter
Data Impact Blog
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https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/contact/get-in-touch/
https://bsky.app/profile/ukdataservice.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uk-data-service/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/news/
https://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

	UK Data Service essentials: Introduction, finding and accessing data�Anna Woodfield
Siôn Clarke
	Overview of the first part of the session
	What is the UK Data Service?
	Cont…What is the UK Data Service?
	Who is it for?
	How could the UK Data Service help you?
	Sources of data
	Any questions so far?
	Overview of the second part of the session
	10
	Survey Microdata
	Longitudinal data: Panel and cohort data
	Key datasets
	Cross-national surveys
	International Macrodata 
	International Macrodata: Tools
	UK Census data
	Types of Census data:
	Census tools- InFuse
	Census tools: Boundary data
	Census flow data
	Census microdata
	Qualitative/Mixed Methods
	QualiBank
	UK Data Service website
	Catalogue search tool
	Finding Data: Catalogue search tool
	Finding Data: Variable search and question bank
	Variable and question bank: example
	Three-tier Access Policy
	Registering with the UK Data Service
	How to register and accept the EUL
	Cont…How to register and accept the EUL 
	Cont..How to register and accept the EUL 
	Requesting dataset example
	Cont…Requesting dataset example
	Cont..Requesting dataset example
	Creating a new project 
	Safeguarded dataset example
	Safeguarded data with special conditions
	Data deposited via Re-share (SN 85xxxx)
	Safeguarded data: Commercial Access
	Safeguarded data: Commercial License
	Special Licence example
	Special Licence: Important information
	Secure Access Datasets 
	Controlled/Secure data
	 Secure Access Datasets 
	Resources for using data
	Help pages
	Useful Links
	Register for the UK Data Service
	Any questions?
	�📈
	Thank you

