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Types of data available from us

By type

• Detailed data about persons

• UK surveys

• Census microdata

• Cohort and longitudinal studies

• Cross-national surveys

• Business surveys

• Data about places

• Small areas – census data

• Countries – international time 

series

• Qualitative and mixed method

By purpose

• Research

• Teaching

By detail

• Variables and questions



Quantitative Data

SN 8059: Public Attitudes to Animal Research Survey, 2016. 



Qualitative data

SN2000: Family Life and Work Experience Before 1918, 

1870-1973.
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Finding Data: Key Data

Data are grouped by type



Finding Data: Theme Pages

Data and resources 

grouped by topic



Finding Data: Data catalogue

Data catalogue allows 

users to find and browse 

data, guides, case 

studies, and publications

Enter a keyword, survey 

name or study number 

and search our data or 

website

Data catalogue search 

bar is present on a 

majority of our website 

pages



Data Catalogue: Initial search results

Here I performed a 

search using the term 

‘employment and 

unemployment’

Data catalogue search 

found 1550 related 

studies and 8 series in 

our data collection



Data Catalogue: Refining your search results

The filters on the 

left-hand side can 

be used to find a 

suitable study

Filters include topic, 

data type, country, 

date, and access 

conditions



Finding Data: Variable and question bank

You can browse 

variables and 

questions from survey 

datasets.

I have used the 

search term ‘solar 

power’.

Search returned 19 

results that mention 

the search term in the 

question or response.



Finding Data: QualiBank

Allows users to 

search the qualitative 

resources archived at 

the UK Data Service

Filters can be used to 

find relevant studies



Useful Resources: Data Map

Data Map enables 

users to find data by 

exploring a map of the 

world

Studies a grouped 

together depending 

on the level of zoom

Links to Data 

Catalogue



Useful resources: Get Data. Thesauri. HASSET

• Each data collection has keyword terms associated with it that 

come from the Humanities and Social Science Electronic 

Thesaurus (HASSET)

• Use the ‘keywords’ section from the Catalogue record to identify 

terms of interest and use related terms to expand or narrow your 

search. Here are the keywords for Credit, Class and Community: 

Working Class Belfast, 1930-2000 (SN 4993)



HASSET terms – ‘gender role’
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Understanding the Data Series record



Data series record: UKHLS

Each Survey has 

data organised into 

series (SN)

Access. Datasets 

are listed here

FAQs. Answers to 

common question 

users have about 

the series

Resources. links to 

external sources 

such as publications 

relevant to the topic 

area



Study: UKHLS waves 1-7 and harmonised BHPS 

waves 1-18

Access. Download 

or view online the 

data

Details. Guidance to 

understand the data

Documentation. 

Codebooks, 

questionnaires, user 

guides

Resources. Links to 

external sources 

such as publications 

relevant to the topic 

area



Details page

• Abstract – Provides information about the focus of the survey and 

other details which will aid researchers

• Changes from the previous deposited versions

• Variables only available in a Secure Access version of these data

• Topics covered in the dataset

• Coverage, Universe, Methodology – Spatial units, observation units, 

cases, methodology

• Citation and copyright – provides a full data citation to be included 

when presenting data
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Access conditions

Type Our terminology Who can access it?  
 

Open  Open data No restriction.  But please cite the data. 

 
Safeguarded End User Licence Registered users of the service.   

Special Licence access has to be approved. 

Special Licence 

 
Controlled Secure Access Access is limited to approved researchers who can 

demonstrate their trustworthiness around 

personal data and have passed SURE training. 
 

ReShare ReShare Where depositors have self - deposited data, 

conditions are described in the record and may be 

non-standard.  A small number of studies may not 

have accessible outputs. 

 



Common access routes

Icon Tool Type of data used for What it is

Download (or order 

some special data)

Most studies. Data 

usually in SPSS, Stata, 

Tab

Download in zipped format

Nesstar Data about persons. Explore the data online, do 

simple analyses & subset

.Stat International time series Pull out extracts and download

InFuse Census count data Locate census counts for areas 

by topic and download

WICID Census flows Locate travel to work, second 

residence or migration counts



How to access data: Register

• Projects are an 
important part of 
accessing data; they 
help researchers to 
organise their work by a 
particular research 
question, it enables us to 
track how the UK Data 
Service is being used, 
and allows data owners 
to monitor how 
frequently datasets are 
used.

• Log in by clicking on 
‘Register / Login’. You 
will be able to use your 
university credentials to 
do so.



How to access data: Downloading data

• The ‘Access’ tab provides information on how data can be accessed. For

Open Access data you will be able to download the data from this tab. If the

data are End User Licence you will have the option to add them to project.



How to access data: Setting up a project and 

downloading data



How to access data: Online tools - Nesstar

A number of our key 

studies can be accessed 

online through our Nesstar

service. 

Basic analysis and 

visualisations can be 

performed without 

downloading the data, or 

using statistical software.

On the “Access” tab - the 

option to “Access online”

OR 

“Get Data” – “Explore 

online” and choose 

Nesstar. 



How to access data: Online Tools - Nesstar



How to access data: Online tools – UKDS.Stat

• International macrodata can 
be accessed online using 
UKDS.Stat.

• These data are provided by a 
number of organisations such 
as the World Bank, OECD, 
and the United Nations.

• UKDS.Stat can be accessed 
by going to ‘Get Data’ –
‘Explore online’.

• Allows the easy creation of 
time series data displayed as 
heatmaps and other 
visualisations.



How to access data: Online Census Tools - InFuse

http://infuse.mimas.ac.uk/

Census aggregate and flow statistics

(http://infuse.ukdataservice.ac.uk/)

http://infuse.mimas.ac.uk/


How to access data: Online Census Tools - WICID

• special type of aggregate data, where there is an origin and destination

• two main types

• commuting

• migration



If you need to contact UKDS

• To get assistance go 

to the Help section on 

our home page

• Click on “Get in touch” 

to see the various 

ways of contacting us



Questions

Please type your questions 

in the control panel



Thank you!




