Using survey data:
A UK Data Service learning resource

Worksheet: Finding and using published tables and reports

This worksheet shows you how to find and access readily available statistics on key
social science themes and topics. Following the worksheet you will:

@ find links to statistics through the UK Data Service

@ explore statistics from the Office for National Statistics

® download and manage statistical data in Excel
The worksheet uses the theme of crime as an example, but you can apply the same steps
to find statistics for other social science topics.
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\ Task — Source data on crime rates
1
1
I To provide context for research into the ‘fear of crime’ in England and Wales, we
! would like to obtain some statistics on crime rates. Specifically, we would like to find
! out:
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1. What are current levels of crime?
2. Have crime rates been increasing or decreasing?

Follow instructions marked with a = on your computer

1. Finding UK Statistics through the UK Data Service
The UK Data Service website includes a section with links to a wide varied of published
tables and reports. To find the ready-made UK statistics section of the UK Data Service

website.

= Go to http://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

9 ClICk Get data > Other prOVIderS > UK Data Service About us Get data Use data Manage data Deposit datal
Ready'made U K StatIStICS I\\%; Home = Discover data » Other providers » Ready-made UK statistics
|g||;

Ready-made UK statistics

On this page you will find links to websites [~ ..

containing statistics. There are tabs listing | owmmeme Websites with

. . . Explore online ready-made
data provides for UK Statistics, statistics for | ™™ statistics”
individual countries of the UK and | secwreaces
local/regional statistics. Abous our data

Other providers

= Ready-mads LK
tatistics

International data This section contains details of websites that contain ether ready-made statistics or

Qualitative data information you may find uzeful about & particular area.

Data archives UK Statistics  JWEIS Scotland Iretand Localiregional
statistics
Open data

Genealogy

Secure datalabs



http://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
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1.1. UK Statistics
In this case we are looking for data for the UK or England Wales.

= Under UK Statistics, scroll down to see the list of providers. Can you see any
relevant sources?

Did you see that the Office for National Statistics (ONS) has a number theme pages,
including ‘Crime and Justice?

ONS theme pages identify statistics relating to key themes, topics or sub-topics. If there
is a theme page relevant to your to research area, they can be a useful resource.

1.2. Visit the Office for National Statistics (ONS) theme pages

= Select the Office for National Statistics (ONS) Crime and Justice theme page.

This takes you to an ONS webpage with useful statistics and links related to the theme of
Crime and Justice.

Tabs: The main theme pages are divided into tabs. The ‘Overview' tab highlights key
statistics and links. There are also tabs for 'Summaries and Publications’ and
Data tables’, which offer comprehensive lists of reports and data.

. - Crime and Justice Crimes experienced by adult population . Number of crimes recorded by the .
TOplCS: — > . resaentininousenoids) pollce 2.0 million incidents of anti-social behaviour

On the left,
you can also
select more
specific topics
under the
broader
theme

CAREERS AT ONS.

g Office for
d National Statistics accessibiity [§ [ A

Release calendar Guidance and methodalogy Wedia cenire ABout ONS

Crime and Justice L) 2
+ Agriculture and Environment
+ Business and Energy

Overview summaries and Pulications Data tables
+ Children, Education and Skills

H = recorded by the police
’ g::;;’:‘a:m e d own 1 1 % 3 . 7 mi I I on 0.7 millon children 304 1010 15 resicent in
i Saeial B year ending September 2014 the household population experienced crime
offences
+ Property Crime year ending September 2014

+ Vietims of Grime

+ Violent and Sexual

Crime () What does the Crime Survey for
+ Justice England and Wales cover?
* Offenders Infographic looking at the people and crimes
+ Police J covered by the Crime Survey for England and

b ) Wales (CSEW).

+ Economy

+ Govenment

+ Health and Social Care VANDALISM SUCH THEFT AND .

AS GRAFFITI ROBBERY FRO|
+ Labour Market A DERSON

*+ People and Places

+ Populatien

* Travel and Transport %‘ A stocktake of crime statistics in m Patterns and trends in property crime

WRTTN)

At this stage, the amount of information might seem overwhelming and it might not be
obvious where to look. Take time to familiarise yourself with what's available.

® Canyou find data on crime rates and how they have changed?


http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/taxonomy/index.html?nscl=Crime+and+Justice
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2. Using data and reports (from the ONS)

Published reports can be a very useful way to get information for a research project such
as a dissertation.

2.1. Finding the most recent report
One way to find current publication is to:

= Click on Crime > Crime Trends > Crime in England and Wales

= Under the Summaries and Publications tab, find and select the most recent report
on ‘Crime in England and Wales’

This will take you toa Crime in England and Wales, Year Ending September 2014 £ » ..;
Sum ma ry page Wlth key Part of Crime Statistics, year ending September 2014 Release

points from the Released: 22 January 2015 T Download PDF

publication. The page e
» Latestfigures fram the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) show that, for the offences it coy

also includes: /
Key points
households and resident adults (aged 16 and over) in England and Wales. This represents an 11%

Underg#nding Crime Statistics lowest estimate since the CSEW began in 1981,

Key points

e 'Contents’ with
links to individual/

« The CSEW covers a broad range of victim based crimes and includes crimes which do nat come to
ummary crime types compared with the previous year, including vehicle-related theft and criminal damage (ool

* In contrast, police recorded crime shows no overall change from the previous year, with 3.7 million off

Violent crime
t- d * The renewed focus on the quality of crime recording is likely to have prompted improved compliance 1
Sec Ions a n Robbery previously. This is thought to have particularly affected the police recorded figures for violence agains
B offences (up 22%)
° a n Optlon tO Sexual offences * The numbers of rapes (24,043) and other sexual offences (48,924) are the highest recorded by the p
thought to reflect a greater willingness of victims to come forward to report such crimes

] 1
DOWn load P D F Offences involving knives and « There was an increase in the volume of fraud recorded (5% year on year), though it is difficult to judgd
sharp instruments recording fraud offences from individual police forces to Action Fraud, or reflected an increase in publ

fraud are substantially under-reported and thus these figures simply provide a measure of such offery

Offences involving firearms Get all the tables for this publication in the data section of this publication

Tbos o8

2.2. Citing statistics data from the published reports
You can cite this published data in your own research.

= Go to the section called Summary

= Using Figure 1 and the text above, write a short summary of how crime rates in
England and Wales have changed over time. Think about how you would include
the information in your report and how to cite the source.

Figures from the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) show....




Using survey data:
A UK Data Service learning resource

2.3.
file
There are also options to access the
data in Excel, which allows you to
make charts and tables for your own
project.

Opening data in the Excel

= In the Summary section, scroll
down to see the option
‘Download chart’ under Figure
1

=>» Click on the link ‘XLS format’
to download an Excel file

= Open the downloaded file

Your open Excel spreadsheet should
look something like the picture
below. A next step is to present the
information from the CSEW tables in

Figure 1: Trends in police recorded crime and CSEW, 1981 to year ending September 2014
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Notes:
1. Sources: Crime Survey for England and Wales, Office for Mational Statistics / Police recorded crime. Home Office
2. Police recorded crime data are not designated as National Statistics.
3. The data on this chart refer to different time periods: a) 1981 to 1999 refer to crimes experienced in the calendar year (Jan

2001/02 onwards the estimates relate to crimes experienced in the 12 months before interiew, based on interiews carrie
(April to March); and c) the last two data points relate to interviews carried out in the rolling 12 month periods for the lates
(October to September).

4. Some forces have revised their data and police recorded crime totals may not therefore agree with those previously publis|

M Download chart

XLS

XLS format

(80 Kb)

chart form for use in your research

project. The next section gives an example.
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1 |Figure 1: Trends in police recorded crime and CSEW, 1981 to year ending September 2014

2

3 England and Wales

a 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 19
5 |Total CSEW crime* 11,066 11,901 13,313

6 |Total police recorded crime® 2,964 3,262 3,247 3,499 3,612 3,847 3,892 3,716 3.9
7 | 1. Spurces: Crime Survey for England and Wales, Office for National Statistics / Police recorded crime, Home Office

8 |2. Police recorded crime data are not designated as Mational Statistics.

9 |3. Prior to 2001/02, CSEW respondents were asked about their experience of crime in the previous calendar year, so year-labels identify the year in w
10 |4. CSEW data relate to households/adults aged 16 and over.

11 5. Some forces have revised their data and police recorded crime totals may not therefore agree with those previously published.

12

13
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2.4. Making your own graph
In this final section, we will use the data
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in the Excel sheet to make a graph to show

changing crime rates. We will focus only on the crime rate produced through the Crime

Survey for England and Wales.

= Highlight the first two rows in the
table (year and Total CSEW
crime) for all years available (you
will need to move your cursor to
the right)

= Once you have all the relevant
cells highlighted, select Insert
from menu options along the top

= Then from the Charts section,
select Line > Line with Markers

A [[e T c T o T €T ¢ ¢ [ wf]
1 Figure 1: Trends in police recorded crime and CSEW, 1981 to year ending September 2014
2
3 England and Wales
" 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
5 [Total CSEW crime* 11,066 11,901 13,313
Total palice recorded crime® 2964 3,262 3,247 3,498 3612 3,847 3,892

1. Sources: Crime Survey for England and Weales, Office for National Statistics / Poiice recorded crime, Home Office
2. Police recorded crime data are not designated as National Statistics.

3. Prior to 2001/02, CSEWY respondents were asked about their experience of crime in the previous calendar year, so year-labels iden|
10 4. CSEW data relate to households/adults aged 16 and over.

11 |5. Some forces have revised their data and police recorded crime totals may not therefore agree with those previously published.
12
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This will give you a graph like in the picture below.
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2.5. Some steps to edit charts and graphs in Excel

The next step is to work on the presentation of the chart. Here are a few options.

Join the dots

First, the line on the graph does not join all the points (this is because there are some

missing data points). To join the data points we have to:

= Select the Design tab > then Select data

&9~ - |s

figurel_tcm77-392281 xls [Compatibility Mode] - Microsoft Excel

Chart Tc

Home Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review View Add-Ins Team (m Layoy
i Fa =
ﬁh & j e "‘"\,"’ . v \/ \/
Change Save As Switch | = == =

Chart Type Template | Row/Column \ Data

This will open a box. In the
box:

=>» Select Hidden and

Empty cells (at the

bottom left)

,
Select Data Source [ B |
Chart data range: 53
@ Switch Row fColumn
Legend Entries (Series) Horizontal (Category) Axis Labels
[ 5 Add ” o Edit ” X Remove ] [ & Edit ]
Total CSEW crime4 1981 il

=>» Then select Connect

Hidden and Empty Cell Settings

data points with line

=> Click Ok <

Hidden and Empty Cells>

L

Show empty cells as:

[] Show data in hidden rows and columns

) Gaps
71 Zero
@ Connect data points with line

Ok ] [ Cancel

Add an axis label

= Under Layout tab, select Axis Titles > Primary Vertical Axis Title >Rotated Title
= An axis label box with then appear on your chart, select it and add the label

‘Number of offences’

&l = - M- |5 * figurel_tcm77-392281.xls [Compatibility Mode] - Microsoft Excel Chart Tools.
Home Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review View Add-Ins Team Design | layout | Format

Chart Title
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& Format Selection

=t Picture Shapes Text | Chart | Axis |legend Data Data | Axes Gridlines  Plot Chart Chat 3.0 Tret
& Reset to Match Style - B Title - [Titles~| = Labels - Table ~ - - rea - Floor - Rotation
Current Selection Insert [& | Primary Horizontal Axis Title » |_AXes Background
Charts - 5 (@] Primary Vertical Ais Title  » None
X Do not display an Auis Title
Rotated Title
4 Display Rotated Axis Title and resize
chart

Vertical Title
‘ Display Axis Title with vertical text and
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Change the heading

= On the chart, click on the text in the title box to allow you to edit the text

= Replace the text with a more descriptive title such as Trends in crime, estimates
from the Crime Survey for England and Wales, 1981 to year ending September
2014

You should now have a chart that looks something like the picture below. The final step
is then to add notes at the bottom of graph to provide readers with information about
the source of the data (Tip: check the information given in the Excel spreadsheet and tell
readers where you got the data from).

Trends in crime, estimates from the Crime Survey for England and
Wales, 1981 to year ending September 2014
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Source: Crime Survey for England and Wales, Office for National Statistics. Figures taken from the
Statistical Bulletin Crime in England and Wales, Year Ending September 2014 (Crown, 2014).

The data on this chart refer to different time periods: a) 1981 to 1999 refer to crimes experienced
in the calendar year (January to December); b) from 2001/02 onwards the estimates relate to
crimes experienced in the 12 months before interview, based on interviews carried out in that
financial year (April to March); and c) the last two data points relate to interviews carried out in
the rolling 12 month periods for the latest available two years (October to September).



