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SN 4867: School Leavers Study  
Principal investigator: Ray Pahl 

 

In 1978, teachers at a comprehensive 

school on the Isle of Sheppey were 

asked to set an essay about 10 days 

before pupils were due to leave 

school. The essay asked students to 

imagine that they were nearing the 

end of their life, and that something 

had made them think back to the time 

when they left school. They were then 

asked to write an imaginary account 

of their life over the next 30 or 40 

years.  



School Leavers Re-Study: 

Imagining the Future 

Re-users: Graham Crow and Dawn Lyon 



School Leavers Re-Study 

Essay instructions 2010: Imagining the Future: 

I want you to imagine that you are towards the end of your life. Look back over 

your life and say what happened to you. Don't write a very exaggerated story, 

just tell the straightforward story of your life as it might really be. Of course you 

cannot know what is going to happen to you, but you can describe the sort of 

thing that could happen if things go as you expect or hope. Spread your story 

over your whole life from the time of leaving school. Continue on another sheet 

as necessary. 

 



Living and Working on Sheppey 

1978: 141 essays (89 boys and 52 girls) 

 

‘Living without a job: how school leavers see the future’ published in New 

Society in 1978 (2 November, pp. 259-62). 

 

2009-10: The exercise was repeated by the Living and Working on Sheppey 

project and 110 essays (55 boys and 55 girls) were gathered from school 

pupils and members of youth groups on the Isle of Sheppey to compare to 

the earlier ones.  

  

Together, these two sets of essays shed light on the aspirations of 

Sheppey’s young people (and young people more generally) and cover a 

range of topics including  

• Health 

• Education 

• Career 

• Family and leisure 

 



 

 

 

 



Living and Working on Sheppey 

http://www.livingandworkingonsheppey.co.uk/ 

 

http://www.livingandworkingonsheppey.co.uk/


 

School Leavers Study: publications 

 
• Lyon, Dawn, and Graham Crow (2012) ‘The challenges and opportunities 

of re-studying community on Sheppey: young people’s imagined 

futures’, Sociological Review 60: 498-517. 

• Lyon, Dawn, Bethany Morgan, and Graham Crow (2012) ‘Working with 

material from the Sheppey archive’, International Journal of Social 

Research Methodology 15(4): 301-309. 

• Weddell, Emma, Graham Crow and Dawn Lyon (2012) ‘Imagining the 

Future, What can the aspirations of school-leavers in 1978 and 2010 tell 

us about the changing nature of society?’ Sociology Review 

• Crow, G. and N. Takeda (2011) ‘Ray Pahl’s Sociological Career: Fifty 

Years of Impact’, Sociological Research Online, 16 (3) 

11: http://www.socresonline.org.uk/16/3/11.html 

• Crow, G., Hatton, P., Lyon, D. and Strangleman, T. (2009) ‘New divisions 

of labour?: Comparative thoughts on the current recession’, Sociological 

Research Online vol14 issue 

2/3 http://www.socresonlline.org.uk/14/2/10.html 
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

 

 



http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/secondary-analysis/reusing-qualitative-data.aspx


http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx
http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


 



 



 



 



 



Forthcoming Events 

• 24 Jul-4 Aug: Big Data and Analytics Summer School 

(University of Essex) 

• Open Call: ESRC Secondary Data Analysis Initiative  

• 15 Aug: Deadline for Data Impact Fellowship 

• Check our News and Events page for other updates 
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