
Workshop: Household energy use in the 
Agincourt area, 13-14 July 2017 
 

Background:  
DataFirst and the UK Data Archive, with the MRC/Wits Agincourt Unit, have been involved in a 

partnership around making “big data” relevant to social science research in South Africa, in 

particular in the area of household energy usage. As part of this programme a team has been looking 

at using the Agincourt HDSS data to think about rural electrification. The purpose of this workshop is 

to bring together some of the preliminary results of that work and to share it with a broader group, 

particularly from the Agincourt Unit. It is also to think about follow-up research and funding. 

Draft programme 
Wednesday 12 July:   Arrival at Wits Rural 

     

Thursday 13 July  Overview: Rural electrification and Agincourt 

9.00 – 9.15   Welcome and Introductions 

 

9.15 – 10.30   Using the Agincourt HDSS1 data to document electrification 

    * Creating a panel from the Agincourt HDSS 

    * The structure of the data 

10.30 – 11.00   Tea 

11.00 – 12.30   Triangulating the Agincourt HDSS data with national data 

* Documenting the roll-out 

* Evidence from the census and national surveys 

 

12.30 – 13.30   Lunch 

 

13.30 – 15.00   Triangulating the Agincourt HDSS data with satellite information 

    * Night-light data and Agincourt electrification 

15.00 – 15.30   Tea 

15.30 – 17.00   * Using the night-light data to infer village level development 

* A typology of Agincourt’s villages 

 

Friday 14 July   Thinking about the impact of electrification 

9.00 – 10.30   Connections and disconnections 

    * Using the longitudinal data to explore the dynamics of access 

    * Compare to national evidence 

 

10.30 – 11.00   Tea 

11.00 – 12.30   Moving up and down the energy ladder 

    * Who uses electricity for cooking? When does this happen? 
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12.30 – 13.30   Lunch 

 

    The way forward 

13.30 – 15.00   Some lessons from Agincourt 

    * for other contexts 

15.00 – 15.30   Tea 

15.30 – 17.00   Follow-up research 

 


