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Agenda

• Explain the background to the “transparency agenda”

• Explore examples and case studies of transparent qualitative research

• Raise critical points for transparency in qualitative research

• Q&A

Many thanks to Louise Corti, who shared many of her slides from the panel on 

transparency at RMF 2018. Slides with Corti (2018) have been reproduced with 

permission.



Today’s debate

• In quantitative methods, reproducibility is held as the gold standard for 

demonstrating research integrity

• Threats to scientific integrity, such as fabrication of data and results have led 

to some journals now requiring data, syntax and prior registration of 

hypotheses to be made available as part of the peer-review

• The ‘reproducibility’ of qualitative research has been questioned but has 

been protected from the recent transparency agenda. But for how long? 

• What if journals begin to mandate the sharing of data and analysis for 

qualitative research?

Corti (2018)



International transparency agenda

• Increasing drive for openness and sharing – value and transparency

• Funders, professional societies and journals driving open research mandates

• Universities UK: Concordat to Support Research Integrity

• Data sharing: RCUK Common Principles on Data Policy

• UK Parliamentary Science and Technology Committee Inquiry on Research 

Integrity - so-called 'crisis in reproducibility' of research

Corti (2018)

https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2012/the-concordat-to-support-research-integrity.pdf
https://www.ukri.org/funding/information-for-award-holders/data-policy/common-principles-on-data-policy/


Crisis? What crisis?

• The Reinhart and Rogoff controversy
• Paper: “Growth in the time of debt”

• George Osborne in 2010: “The latest research suggests that 
once debt reaches more than about 90% of GDP the risks of 
a large negative impact on long term growth become highly 
significant. If off-balance sheet liabilities such as public 
sector pensions are included we are already well beyond 
that.”

• Thomas Herndon, postgrad student at Uni of Massachusetts

• Reproducibility project: Psychology
• 250 scientists from around the world attempted to reproduce 

findings from a sample of Psychology papers published in 
2008.

• 61 did not replicate, with 15 being “not at all similar”; 39 
replicated, with 4 being “virtually identical”

The New Yorker (2013)

https://www.newyorker.com/news/john-cassidy/the-reinhart-and-rogoff-controversy-a-summing-up
https://osf.io/ezcuj/wiki/home/


But, a slight terminology crisis

Open research

Open science

Open access

Open data

Open Research ≠ Open Data

Corti (2018)



Providing research context – through data?

• Research Data Policy in place in UK since 1995

• People share what they feel they ‘can’ share

• Hard to see exactly what data were created, what methods were used and 

what fieldwork represented the research

• Evidence base: 1000 qualitative data collections shared

• Practical guidance and protocols on sharing datasets and methods

• Lots to learn from historians on methods for assessing provenance of a 

data collection

Adapted from Corti (2018)



Providing full 

access to 
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Data
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• Participants
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Qualitative research



Data sharing benefits

• Fundamental in collaborative and multi-stakeholder projects

• Extend voices of participants

• Make best use of hard-to-obtain data, e.g. elites, socially excluded, over-

researched

• Not burden over-researched, vulnerable groups

• Provide greater ‘research transparency’

***In each, ethical duties to participants, peers and public may be present.***

Corti (2018)



Process transparency

• Documentation of method 

• Described method in articles, often highly sanitized; unlikely to be fully 

transparent

• Raw and derived data in qualitative research

• What counts as data?

• What is ‘replication data’ – a ‘subset’ of whole data?

• Ethical issues

• Need a better link between a published paper and underlying data 

sources and the methods narrative

Corti (2018)



Analytic transparency

• Linking a claim to data

• A problem for qualitative research – not simple running code

• Annotation for Transparency Initiative (ATI))

‘facilitates transparency in qualitative research by allowing scholars to 

‘annotate’ specific passages in an article. Annotations amplify the text and 

include a link to one or more data sources underlying a claim; data sources 

are housed in a repository

• But, a slippery slope?…

Corti (2018)

https://qdr.syr.edu/ati
http://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/research-transparency-a-welcome-climb-or-a-slippery-slope/


Providing pathways to show process

• We can define recommendations by the scale of ‘immersion’ 

• Trajectories for defining and supporting process transparency

• Practical guidance based on real case studies of particular research 

approaches that highlight best practice and showcase good archived 

datasets

• UKDS Guide coming very soon!

• Aim: to encourage ‘trust’ in qualitative methods and show How To

Corti (2018)



Supporting 

transparency



Depositing data

• Unravelling the Mediterranean migration crisis: The MEDMIG project journey 

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=852674

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=852674


Depositing partial data and data summaries

• Pioneers of Social Research, 1996-2018

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=6226

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=6226


Documenting your study

• Anti-Politics: Characterising and Accounting for Political Disaffection, 2011-2012 
(https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=7855&type=Data%20catalogue)

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=7855&type=Data%20catalogue
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https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=4858&type=Data%20catal

ogue

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=4858&type=Data%20catalogue


More on 

sampling…

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=4858&type=Data%20catalo

gue

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=4858&type=Data%20catalogue


…and even more on sampling

The critical question to be asked about any sample is not 

whether they do or do not represent the general 

population from which they are drawn, but whether the 

characteristics on which they vary matter, given the focus 

and purposes of the study…

Furthermore, if it is intended that general statements 

about the incidence and prevalence of “adultery in 

Britain today” are to be made, then a sample would need 

to be drawn which represented the distribution of people 

“in Britain today”.  However, when a study is being 

undertaken in a new area, when it refers to an illicit 

behaviour which is surrounded by much secrecy, when it 

is intended not to make such grad statements but rather 

to look in depth and in detail at adultery, then this sample 

has certain advantages…

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=4858&type=Data%20catalog

ue

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=4858&type=Data%20catalogue


Affluent Worker: Interviewer comments

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=6512&type=Data%20catalo

gue

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=6512&type=Data%20catalogue


Marsden’s reflection on “felt poverty”

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=5072&type=Data%20catalo

gue

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=5072&type=Data%20catalogue


Field notes

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=852476&type=Data%20cata

logue

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=852476&type=Data%20catalogue


Creative documentation

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=852476&type=Data%20cata

logue

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=852476&type=Data%20catalogue


Living Multicultural: blog

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=851852&type=Data%20cata

logue

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=851852&type=Data%20catalogue


New possibilities with changing technology



The next step: linking to persistent data 

• QualiBank: persistent citation of sources. this extract (LINK: 
https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/QualiBank/Document/?cid=q-1dba72b1-d148-40e7

https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/QualiBank/Document/?cid=q-1dba72b1-d148-40e7


Publish it to maximise benefits



Reviewing a qualitative dataset

http://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/reshare-review-procedures/

http://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/reshare-review-procedures/


DANS Journal Review Procedures 



Advocacy and training

• Encourage disciplines to take note of existing good guidance on data sharing

• Guidance to include DOING process transparency

• Incorporate best practice in post-graduate courses 

• Introduce at undergraduate level – transparency and cheating



Transparency for students

http://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/thinking-ahead-data-management/

http://blog.ukdataservice.ac.uk/thinking-ahead-data-management/


Key issues and critiques

• How can we respond positively to transparency calls?

• What is the evidence and where should it sit?

• What are some of the issues and challenges with providing analytic 

transparency?

• How do publishing outlets – journals and data archives work together 

to solve this?

• What advocacy and training do we need and when should it start?



Questions

Maureen Haaker

mahaak@essex.ac.uk


