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Part 3: Societal Data



What is the UK Data Service?

• A comprehensive resource funded by the Economic and 
Social Research Council (ESRC)
• A single point of access to a wide range of secondary social 

science data 
• Support, training and guidance



Our main data types
• Aggregate Data
• International macrodata – country level time series data
• Census tabular data

• Microdata
• UK surveys (e.g. Labour Force Survey)
• Census microdata
• International comparative surveys (e.g. European Social Survey)
• Business data

• Other data
• Mixed methods data 
• Qualitative data
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Social Surveys and the VCSE Sector

• Services: for communities and society
• Funders: demonstrate need and impact – context 
• UKDS: data resource – evidence 

Many third sector organisations are small, often there is no dedicated 
research team. Often it may fall to the people delivering the services to 
also provide the evidence of need and impact.

- Reuse data already collected



Pros

datasets impossible to create 

cost effective
ethical issues about data 
collection dealt with 
do not need to re-contact data 
subjects 
reuse data used by others to 
make claims

Cons
do not have insider understanding 
of data and data collection
effort to get to know the data
ethical issues about data use still 
apply (limit access to sensitive data)
data may not match research 
question  
cannot extend studies

Pros and cons of reusing data



Social Surveys



British Social Attitudes Survey 2018
Economic and Social Research Council, 
Government departments, research 
foundations etc.

Personal interviews
Follow-up self-completion form

Randomly selected households in Britain. 
One adult per household, 

3,879 interviews







Health Survey for England 2018
Funded by NHS Digital and is used to 
shape health policy and improve health 
services.

Face-to-face interview
Self-administered questionnaire
Physical  and clinical measurements 
and tests 

Stratified random sample – England
Adults and children 

10,250 interviews







Quarterly Labour Force Survey 2020

Government funded

Personal interviews
Face-to-face and telephone
Follow-up self-completion form

Randomly selected households in Britain 
Individuals and households 

69,733 interviews







Online resources

UK Data Service: Guides – Videos – Webinars – Data Skills Modules



Exploring societal data

1. UKDS catalogue
2. Survey documentation
3. The datasets



Activity



1. What is the UK Data Service Study Number for the Crime Survey for 
England and Wales, 2018-2019?



2. How many adults were interviewed? What is the number of units?



3. How many variables are in the dataset?



4. There is a question that asks ‘How much of a problem is vandalism?’ 
What is the name of this variable?



5. What percentage of people think that ‘lack of discipline from 
parents’ is the one main cause of crime in Britain today?



6. What percentage of people are ‘fairly worried’ about being physically 
attacked by strangers?


