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• What is statistical coherence and why is it 
challenging for income and earnings 
statistics?

• Bring users up to speed on work to date:
– Vision statement and associated blog
– Work plan and its five keys areas
– OSR review of income-based poverty 

statistics
• Next steps

Objectives
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“Statistical coherence is about drawing 
together outputs on the same topic to better 
explain the part of the world they describe. 

This can be across the four countries of the UK 
where policy making has been devolved (such 
as housing) or where multiple producers are 
publishing statistics on the same topic (such 

as income and earnings)”

• Working with producers of official 
statistics across the UK, we have 
recently produced a work 
programme which summarises the 
work underway on several 
statistical topics

What is statistical coherence?
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https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/user-facing-pages/coherence-of-statistics/


Achieving coherence for income and 
earnings statistics is challenging!

Admin data
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• Facilitate strategic coordination and collaboration 
• Think of the big picture / ‘think GSS’
• Help join people / things together
• Tailor support to the topic
• Be a positive influence!
• We are not the output managers

Aims of the coherence work
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• Set up an income and earnings steering group:
– Bringing together senior leaders from DWP, HMRC and ONS
– Representatives from academia and the Devolved Administrations have 

recently joined 
– Setting out a strategic direction for the coherence of income and 

earnings statistics

• Published a vision statement & an associated blog

• Currently producing a GSS income and earnings 
coherence work plan

• Engaging with OSR to demonstrate progress since the 
2015 Income and Earnings review

Work to date
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https://gss.civilservice.gov.uk/user-facing-pages/income-and-earnings-statistics/vision-for-coherence-of-income-and-earnings-statistics/
https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2021/06/01/strengthening-income-and-earnings-statistics/
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GSS Income and Earnings Coherence Work Plan 
Five Key Areas:
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• On 19 May OSR published its review of income-
based poverty statistics

– Contains 3 strategic improvements and 16 recommendations for the 
producers of income-based poverty statistics

• Government departments are working collectively 
to address the recommendations in this report

• The wider GSS income and earnings workplan we 
are currently developing is being reviewed to 
ensure recommendations from the report are 
included

OSR’s Review of Income-Based 
Poverty Statistics
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https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/review-of-income-based-poverty-statistics/


• Publish the work plan

• Explore developing a GSS interactive tool for 
users 
– Access full range of GSS income and earnings statistics
– Describe the statistical landscape
– Provide guidance on most appropriate statistic for their 

needs

• Engage users 
– Welcome user comment and feedback on our vision
– We want to hear from users with specific accessibility 

and coherency issues 

Next steps
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• For more information contact the GSS Income and 
Earnings Coherence team:

Ainslie Woods or Ian Boreham 
GSS.Income.Earnings@ons.gov.uk

Contact details
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